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CHAPTER I. 

CHlLBHpOB AND EARLY EDUCATION® 

seems proper that 1 should prefix to the follow||pg bio- 
graphical sketch soilhe meifeion of the reasons which have made 
me think it desirable that 1 should leave behind me ^ch a 
memorial of so uneventful ra life as mine. I do not for a" 
mtliment imagine that any part^ of what I have^o relate can be 
interesting to the public as,^ narrative or as being connected 
with myself, dut 1 have 4hought tl^^it in an age in which 
education and its improveiAent are the subject of more^ if tmt 
of profounder, study than at any former period of English his- 
tory, it may be useful that there should be some record of an 
education which was unusual and remarkable, and which, what- 
ever else it may have done, has proved how much more than is 
commonly supposed may be taught, and well taught, in those 
early years which, in the common modes of what is called in- 
struction, are little better than wasted. It has also seemed to 
me that in an age of transition in opinions, there may be some- 
what both of interest and of benefit in noting the successive 
phases of any mind which was always pressing forward, equally 
ready to learn and to unlearn either from its own thoughts or 
from those of others. But a motive which weighs more with 
me than either of these, is a desire to make aclnowledgment 
of the debts which my intellectual and moral development 
owes to other persons ; some of them of recognised eminence, 
others less known than they deserve to be, and the one to 
whom most of all is due, one whom the world had no oppor^ 
tunity of knowing. The reader whom these things do not 
inter^t, has piiljy himself to blanfe if he reads farther, and 1 do 
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not desire any other indulgence from him than that of bearing 
in mind that for him these were not written. 

1 was born in London^ on the SOt^ of May, ldQ6, and was 
t)^e eldest son of James Mill, the author of ^the History oj 
Bii^k Indies My father, thecson of a petty tradesman and 
(I btliigve) small former, at Northwater Bridge, in tfa& cdhnty 
of Angus, wis, when a boy^, recommended by bis abilities Up 
the notice of Sir John Stuart, of Fettercaim, one o£ the Barons 
of the Esi^hequer in Scotland, and was, in consequence, sent to 
the University o^ Edinburgh, at the expense of a fund«!iestab* 
lisbed by^tady Jane Stuart (the wife of Sir John^ Stuart) and 
some ^ther ladies for .educating young men for ^e Scottish 
Church. He there wenf through the usual course of study, and 
licensed tiiS a Preacher, but never fol^pwed the profession ; 
having satisfied himself that he could not oelieve the doctrines 
of that^or any other Church. For a few years he was a private 
tutor in various families in Scotland( among others that of the^ 
Marquis of Tweeddale, but ended by taking up his residence 
•in London,^ and devoting himself j;o authorship. Nor had he 
any other meaps of support until 1819>when he obtained ^ 
appointment in the India House.^ 

In this period of my father’s life^ there are tivo things which 
itc is impossible not to %e struck with : one of them unfortu- 
nately a very common circumstance, the other a most uncommon 
one. , l^e first is, that in his position, with no resource but ih« 
precarious one of writing in^riodicals, he married and had a 
ljurge family; conduct than which nothing could be more 
opposed, both as a matter of good sense and of duty, to the 
opinions which, at least at a later period of life, he strenuously 
upheld. The other circumstance, is the extraordinaiy energy 
which was required to lead the life he led, with the disadvantages 
, under which he laboured from the first, and with those which 
he brought upon himself by his marriage. It would have been 
no small thing, had he done no more than to support bixm^lf 
and his family during so many years by writing^ without 
being in debtor in an)r pecuniary difficulty ; holding, as he di^, 
opinions, both in politics §nd in religion, which were more 
o^us to all persons of influence, and to the common run of 
prosperous^ Englishmen, in that generation than either before 
CM* since ; and being not only a man whom nothing would have 
mduced against his convictions, but one who invariably 

trn^w into everything he wrote, as much of his convictions as 
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he thought the circumstances woul^ in any way permit ; being, 
it must also Ibe said, one who ne?er did anything negligently; 
never undlrtook ax^ task, literary or other, on which he did not 
conscientiously bestow all the labour necessary for plrformkig 
it adeq^tely. But he> with fhese burdens on 4iim,«f)lahned, 
^commenced, and completed, the History of India; add this in 
the course of about ten years, a •shorter time than has been 
occupied (€ven by writers who had no other emplojnment) in 
l^the production of almost any other historical work of equal 
bulk; and of anything approaching to the sam® amount of read- 
ing and research. And to this is to be added, tlyit ^ur^g the 
whole period, a considerable part <^^lmo6t every day was 
employed in the instruction of his children : in the case of one 
of whom, myself, he exerted an amount of laBbur, care, afid 
perseverance rarely, if ever, employed for a similar purpose, in 
endeavouring to give, aMording to his own conception, the 
highest order of inbellectUal education. 

A man who, in his own practice, so vigorously acted up to the 
principle of losing no timef was likely to adhere to the sam^ 
Ale in the instruction of his pupil. I have ncf ren^embrance of 
the time when.! began to laarn Greek ; I have been told that it 
was when I was three yeifirs old. My earliest recollection on 
the subject, is that of coidmitting to memory what my fiither 
termed vocables, being lists of common Greek words, with their 
* signification in English, which hp wrote out for me on cards. 
Of grammar, until some years later, I learnt no more than the 
inflections of the nouns and verbs, but, after a course of vocables, 
proceeded at once to translation ; and I faintly remember going « 
through Aesop’s Fables, .the firrt Greek book which I read. 
The Anabasisf which I remember better, was the seconS. L 
learnt no Latin until my eighth year. At that time I had read, 
under my father's tuition, a number of Greek prose authorsf 
among whom I remember the whole of Herodotus, and of 
Xenophon's and Memorials of Socrates ; some of the 
lives of the philosophers by Diogenes l^ertius ; part of*Lucian, 
and Isocrates ad Demonicum and Ad Nicoclem. ^ I also read, in 
18 JS, the first six dialogues (in the common arrangement) of 
Plato, from the Euthyphron to the Theoctetus inclusive : which 
last dialogue, I venture to think, would have been better omitted, 
as it was totally impossible I should understand it. But my 
fattier, in all his teaching, demanded of me not only the utmost 
i;hat 1 could do, but much that I could by no possibility have 
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done. What he was himself willing to undergo for the sake of 
my instruction, may bc ju<Sged from the fact/" that I? went 
through the whole process of preparing#my Greek lei^ons in the 
rooin and at the same table at which he was writing : and 
as iri thpse days Greek and English lexicons were not, ajid 'I 
could make no more use of a Greek and Latin lexicon than 
could be macfe without havir^ yet begun to learn Latin, I was ’ 
forced to have recourse to him for the meaning of ‘every word 
which I dvd not know. This incessant interruption, he, one of 
the most impatient of men, submitted to, and wrote undA that 
interr^tiow several volumes of his History and all else that he 
had to write during those years. 

The only thing besides Greek, that I learnt as a lesson in this 
p4-rt of my childhood, was arithmetic : this also my father 
taught me : it was the task of the evenings, and I well remember 
its disaf^reeableness. But the lessons were only a part of the 
daily instruction I received. Much oT it codkisted in the books 
I read* by myself, and my father*s discourses to me, chiefly 
during our walks. From 1810 ta the end of 1818 we were 
living in Newington Green, thep an almost rustic neighbour 
hood. My father’s health required considerable and constant 
exercise, and he walked ^habituallytbefore breakfast, generally 
inothe green lanes towards Hornsey: In these walks I always 
accompanied him, and with my earliest recollections of green 
fields and wild flowers, is mingled that of the account I gave® 
him daily of what I had rea& the day before. To the best of 
my remembrance, this was a voluntary rather than a pre- 
scribed exercise. I made notes on slips of paper while reading, 
and from these in the morning walks, I told the story to him ; 
^or the books were chiefly histories, of which I read in this 
manner a great number : Robertson’s histories, Hume, Gibbon ; 
ttbut my greatest delight, then and for long afterwards, was 
Watson’s Philip the Second and Third, The heroic defence of 
the Knights of Malta against the Turks, and of J;he revolted 
provinces of the Netherlands against Spain, excited in me an 
intense and Igfcsti ng . interest. Next to Watson, my favourite 
historic^) reading was Hooke’s History of Rome. Of Greece 
I had seen at that time no regular history, except school abridg- 
ments and the last two or three volumes of a translation of 
Hollin's Aiwient History^ beginning with Philip of Macedon. 
But I read with great delight Langhome’s translation of 
Plutarch. In English history, beyond the time at which Hume 
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leaves off, I remember reading Burnet's History of his Ormi 
Time^ though 1 cared little for »iything in it except the wars 
and battles; and the, historical part of the Annual Register, 
from the begij;ining to about 1788, where the volumewmy father 
^borrowed for me from Mr. Beatham ^eft off. I Ijplt a lively in- 
terest ill Frederic of Prussia during his difficulties, an3 in*^Paoli, 
the Corsican patriot ; but when liCame to the Afherican War, I 
took my part, like a child as I was (until set right by my father) 
on the wrong side, because it was called the English side. In 
these frequent talks about the books I read, he used, as oppor- 
tunity offered, to give me explanations and idea^ respecting 
civilization, government, morality, mei^tal cultiviftion, 'w^iich he 
required me afterwards to restate fo him in my own words. 
He also made me read, and give him a verbal account of, many 
books which would not have interested me sufficiently to induce 
me to read them of myself: among other’s Mi\la.rs fluio?ical 
View of the Engl%‘h Goi^rfimcnt, a book of great merit for its 
lime, and which he highly valued ; Mosheim's Eccksiiistical 
History, McCrie's Life of ^ John Knox, and eveif Sewell and 
^Butty's Histories of the Quakers. He was fo«id of putting into 
my hands books which exljiblted men of energy affd resource in 
unusual circumstances, stigiggling ag^i^st difficulties and over- 
coming them : of such •works I remember Beaver’s A frican 
Memoranda, and Collins’s Account of the Fii'st Settlemej^i of New 
South Wales, Two books which I never wearied of reading 
were Anson's Foyages, so delighiJful to most young persons, and 
a collection (Hawkesworth’s, I believe) of Foyages round jfe 
World, in four volumes, beginning with Drake and ending with 
Cook and Bougainville. Of children's books, any more than oF 
playthings, I had scarcely any, except an occasional gift from 
a relation or acquaintance : among those I had, Robinson Crusoe 
was pre-eminent, and continued to delight me through all my 
boyhood. It was no part, however, of my father’s system to 
exclude books of amusement, though he allowed them very 
sparingly. Of such books he possessed at that time# next to 
none, but he borrowed several for me ; \hose wkich I remember 
are the Arabian Nights, Cazotte’% Arabian Tales, Don Quixote, 
Miss Edgeworth’s Popular Tales, and a book of some reputation 
in its day, Brooke's Fool of Quality, 

In my eighth year I commenced learning Latin, in conjunc- 
tion with a younger sister, to whom I biught it 1 went on, 
and who afterwards repeated 'the lessons to my father; and 



6 AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

from this time, other sisters and brothers being successively 
added as pupils^ a considerable? part of my day's wcSl’k consisted 
of this preparatory teaching. It was a part which *I greatly 
dk^ked ; ^he more so, as I was held responsible for the lessons 
of my pupils, rin almost as^'full a'sensc as for my own : I, hpw-* 
ever, vlerived from this discipline the great advantage, of learn- 
ing more thofoughly and retaining more lastingly the things 
which I was set to teach : perhaps, too, the practice it afforded 
in explainkig difficulties to others, may even at that age have 
been useful. In cither respects, the experience of my boyhood 
is not favourable to the plan of teaching children by means of 
one another. * The teaching, I am sure, is very inefficient as 
teaching, and I well kno\^ that the relation between teacher 
and taught is not a good moral discipline to either. I went in 
this manner through the Latin grammar, and a considerable 
part of Cornelius Nepos and Caesar's Commentaries, but after- 
wards added to the superintendence^ of thfe'se lessons, much 
longer Ones of my own. 

• In the sarfe year in which I began Latin, I made my first 
commencement ii^ the Greek poet^ with the Iliad, After I had: 
made some progress in this, my father put Pope’s translation 
into my hands. It was the first English verse I had cared to 
, read, and it became one of the book^ in which for many years 
I most delighted ; I think I must have read it from twenty to 
thirty times through. I should not have thought it worth 
while to mention a taste apparently so natural to boyhood, if I 
h^d not, as I think, observed that the keen enjoyment of this 
, brilliant specimen of narrative and versification is not so univer- 
sal with boys, as I should have expected both d priori and from 
my individual experience. Soon after this time I commenced 
Euclid, and somewhat later, Algebra, still under my father's 
tuition. 

From my eiglith to my twelfth year, the Latin books which I 
remember reading were, the Bvcolkif of Virgil, and Jbe first six 
books of^the Mncid; all Horace, except the Epodes; the Fables 
of Phaedrus ; tlA!j first five books of Livy (to which from my love 
of the subject I voluntarily added, in my hours of leisure, the 
remainder of the first decade) ; all Sallust ; a considerable part 
of Ovid’s Metamorphoses; some plays of Terence ; two or three 
books of Lucretius; several of the Orations of Cicero, and of 
his writings .on oratory ; also his letters to Atticus, my father 
taking the trouble to translate to me from the French the 
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historical explanations in Mingault*s notes. In Greek I read 
the Iliad ana Od^nse^ through ; one or two plays of Sophocles^ 
Euripides, *and Aristophiines, though by these i profiled little ; 
all Thucydidef; tfie Helknks of Xenophon; a great pjjrt*of 
DexjiostJ^enes^ iEschines, and Lysias; Theocrituff; Afiaci;eon; 
part of the Atdkolofiy ; a little of Dionysius; several books of 
Polybius ; and lastly Aristotle’s lHhdoric, which, as the firat 
expressly scientific treatise on any moral or psychological subject 
which I had read, and containing many of the best oSservations 
of the ancients on human nature and life,* my father made 
me study ^ith peculiar care, and throw the mattef of at into 
synoptic tables. During the same y^rfrs I learnt elementary 
geometry and algebra thoroughly, the difierentiaj calculus, and 
other portions of the higher mathematics far from thoroughly : 
for my fatlier, not having kept up this part of his early acquired 
knowledge, could not spa|je time to qualify himself for rftnoving 
my difficulties, an<f left me to deal with them, with littlq other 
aid than that of books : while I was continually incurring hii^ 
displeasure by my inability ft> solve difficult problems for which 
he did not see that 1 had not the necessary prefiou» knowledge. 

As to my private reading/ I can only speak of what I remem- 
ber. History continued tjJ be my strongest predilection, and 
most of all ancient history. Mitford’s Greece I read continual]l5?^ ; 
my father had put me on my guard against the Tory pfejudices 
*of this writer, and his perversions^f facts for the whitewashing 
of despots, and blackening of popular institutions. These points 
he discoursed on, exemplifying them from the Greek oratoA 
and historians, with such effect that in reading Mitford my 
sympathies were always on the contrary side to those of the 
author, and I could, to some extent, have argued the point* 
against him : yet this did not diminish the ever new pleasure 
with which I read the book. Homan history, both in my old * 
favourite, Hooke, and in Ferguson, continued to delight me. 
A book which, in spite of what is called the dryness of its style, 

I took great pleasure in, was the Anoient IJmigersal llhhmj, 
through the incessant reading of which, I had my head full of 
historical details concerning the obsiturest ancient people, while 
about modern history, except detached passages, such as the 
Dutch War of Independence, I knew and cared comparatively 
little. A voluntary exercise, to which throughout my boyhood 
I was much addicted, was wh^it 1 called writing histories. 

I successively composed a Roman History, picked out of Hooke ; 
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an Abridgment of the Anc^i Universal History^; a History 
of Holland, from my favourite Watson and from andymous 
compilatjpn ; and in my eleventh and*^twelfth year I occupied 
ihys^lf witli writing wh&t I altered myself Vas something 
serious. This was no less than a History of the Romane Govern- 
ment, compiled (with the assistance of Hooke) from Livy and. 
Dionysius : of which I wrote as much as would have made an 
octavo vojjume, extending to the epoch of the Licinian I^ws. 
It was, in fact, an ficcoimt of the struggles between th^ patri- 
cians and plebeialis, which now engrossed all the interest in my 
mind *vhich !• had previously felt in the mere wars and conquests 
of the Romans. I discusred all the constitutional points as they 
afose : thougli quite ignorant of Niebuhr’s researches, I, by such 
lights as wther had given me, vindicated the Agrarian Laws 
on the evidence of Livy, and upheld, to the best of my ability, 
the Ro'inan Democratic party. A f^w yefq;p later, in my con- * 
tempt»of my childish efforts, I destroyed all these papers, not 
cthen anticipating that I could ever feel any curiosity about my 
first attempts at writing and reasoning. My father encouraged 
me in this «vsefu( amusement, though, as I think judiciously, he 
never asked to see what I wrote ; do that I did not feel that in 
writing it 1 was accountable to any one, nor had the chilling 
s&sation of being under a critical eye. 

But though these exercises in history were never a compulsory 
lesson, there was another kind of composition which was so, 
namely, writing verses, and it was one of the most disiigreeable 
of my tasks. Greek and Latin verses I did not WTite, nor 
learnt the prosody of those languages. My father, thinking 
this not worth the time it required, contented himself with 
' making me rCcad aloud to him, and correcting false quantities. 

I never composed at all in Gretik, even in prose, and but little 
in Latin. Not that my father could be indifferent to the value 
of this practice, in giving a thorough knowledge of these 
langu^^ges, hut because there really was not tim€^ for it. The 
verses 1 was r^.quired to write were English. When I first read 
Pope's Homer, 1 ambitiously attempted to compose something 
of the same kind, and achfeved as much as one book of a con- 
tinuation of the Iliad. There, probably, the spontaneous 
promptings of my poetical ambition would have stopped ; but 
the exercise, begun from choice, was continued by command. 
ConformaBly to my father’s usual practice of explaining to me, 
as far as possible, the reasons for what he required me to do, he 
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gave me, for this, as I well remember, two reasons highly 
characteriiitic of him : , one was, that some things could be 
expressed better arid more forcibly in verso than in prbse : tljifi, 
he said, was a real advantage. • The *other was, tjiat people in 
general Attached more value to verse than it deserved, and tlie 
• power of writing it, was, on this account, worth acquiring. He 
generally left me to choose my own subjects, which, as far as 
I remember, were mostly addresses to some mythological 
persoftage or allegorical abstraction ; but he ipade me translate 
into English verse many of Horace’s shorter poems : I also 
remember his giving me I'lmmsoii’s Winter to read, anrf after- 
wards making me attempt (without f>ook) to write something 
myself on the same subject. The verses I \irote were, mf 
course, the merest rubbish, nor did I ever attain any facility of 
versification, but Irfie practice may have been useful in^naking 
it easier for mc,*at a Riter period, to acquire readiness of 
expression.* I had read, up to this time, ver^ little 
English poetry. Shakspear# my father had put int*o my hands^ 
chiefly for the sake of the historical plays, from#vhich, however, 

I went on to the others. AJy fiither never was a great admirer 
of Shakspeare,*the Englislwidolatry o^ whom he used to attack 
with some severity. He ^ared little for any English poeVy 
except Milton (for whom he had the highest admiration), 
•Goldsmith, Burns, and Gray’s Bard, which he preferred to his 
Eleg^ : perhaps I may add Cowpdi* and Beattie. He had some 
value for Spenser, and I remember his reading to me (unlik« 
his usual practice of making me read to him) the first book of ^ 
the Fairie Queene ; but I took little pleasure in it. TJie poetry 
of the present century he saw scarcely any merit in, and ^ 
hardly became acquainted with any of it till I was grown up 
to manhood, except the metrical romances of Walter Scott,# 
which I read at his recommendation and was intensely delighted 
with ; as I always was with animated narrative. Dryden’s 
Poems were among my father’s books, and many of these he 
made me read, but I never cared for any oP them except 
Alexanders Feast, which, as well as many of the songs in Walter 

* In a subsequent stage of boyhood, when these exercises had ceased 
to be compulsory, like most youttiful writers I wrote tragedies ; under the 
inspiration not so much of Shakspeare as of Joanna Baillie, whose 
Constantine Pahologiis in particular appeared to me one *of the most 
glorious of human compositions. I still think it one of the best dramas 
of the last two centuries. 
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Scott, I used to sing internalljr, to a music of my oVn : to some 
of the latter, indeed, I went so far as compose ail's, which I 
stiil remember. Cowp^r s short poems *I rea^ with some 
pleashreybut uever got far into the longer ones ; and npthirjg in 
the ^wo voltynes interested me like the prose account of his 
three hares. In my thirteenth year I met with Campbell’s * 
poems, among which Lochiel, Hohenlinden, The Exile of Erin, 
and some hthers, gave me sensations I had never before experi- 
enced from poctiy. Here, too, I made nothing of the longer 
poems^ eiftept the striking opening of Gertrude af Wyoming, 
which long kept its pkij^e in my feelings as the perfection of 
pathos. 

'During thfe part of my childhood, one of my greatest 
amusements was experimental science ; in the theoretical, 
howeve*?, not the practical sense oJ[* the ^ord ; not trying 
experiments — a kind of discipline which I have often regretted 
not having ^liad — nor even seeing, but merely reading about 
them. I never remember being ilo wrapt up in any book, as 
I was in J(^ce*s Scknlifk Diahgucx; and J was rather recal- 
citrant to my father’s criticisms of tlie bad reasoning respecting 
the first principles of pliysics, wliicAi abounds in the early part 
ofrthat work. I devoured treatises on Chemistry, especially 
that of my father’s early friend and schoolfellow, Dr. Thomson, 
for years before I attended ^ lecture or saw an experiment. ' 

' From about the age of twelve, I entered into another and 
iSiore advanced stage in my course of instruction; in which 
the main object was no longer the aids and appliances of 
thought, but the thoughts themselves. This commenced 
«with Logic, in which I began at once with the Organon, and 
read it to the Analytics inclusive, but profited little by the 
* Posterior Analytics, which belong to a branch of speculation 
I was not yet ripe for. Contemporaneously with the Organon, 
my jBither made me read the whole or parts of several of the 
Latin &eatise| on the ^holastic logic ; giving each day to him, 
in our walks, a minute account of what I had read, and 
answering his numerous ai*3 most searching questions. After 
this, 1 went in a similar manner through the Computedio 
me Logica of Hobbes, a work of a much higher order of 
thought than the books of the school logicians, and which he 
estimated very highly ; in my jown opinion beyond its merits, 
great as these are. It was his invariable practice, whatever 
studies be qxacted from me, to make me as far as possible 
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uaderstand •and feel the utility «)f them : and this he deemed 
peculiarly fitting in ^he case of the syllogistic logic, the 
usefulness of^whioh had been impugned by so many writers 
of authority. 1 well remember hoV, and in ^hat paipticular 
walk, fti the neighbourhood of Bagshot Heath (whej« we 
were on a visit to his old frieiid Mr. WallacS, then one of 
the Matliematical Professors at Sandhurst) he first attempted 
by questions to make me think on the subject, rfiiid frame 
som^ conception of what constituted the utility of the syllo- 
gistic logig, and when I had failed in this, to make mejunderstand 
it by explanations. The explanations ^id not mftke the? matter 
at all clear to me at the time ; bift they were not therefore 
useless; they remained as a nucleus for my observations and 
reflections to crystallize upon; the import of his general 
remarks being interpreted to me, by the particular jpstances 
which came umier notice afterwards. My own con- 
sciousness and experience ultimately led me to appreci^e quite 
as highly as he did, the lue of an early practi(?iil familiarity 
with the school logic. I know of nothing, in my education, 
to which I think myself inofe indebted for whaftver capacity 
thinking I* have attaii^ed. The ^rst intellectual operation 
in which I arrived at atiy proficiency, was dissecting a i^ad 
argument, and finding in what part the fallacy Jay : and 
though whatever capacity of this sort I attained, was due to 
the fact that it was an intellectual exercise in which I was 
most perseveringly drilled by my father, yet it is also true tljjit 
the school logic, and the mental habits acquired in studying it, 
were among the principal instruments of this drilling. I ana 
persuaded that nothing, in modern education, tends so muejj, 
when properly used, to form exact thinkers, who attach a 
precise meaning to words and propositions, and are not iir^ 
posed on by vague, loose, or ambiguous terms. The boasted 
influence of mathematical studies is nothing to it ; for 
in mathematical processes, none of the real difficulties 
of correct ratiocination occur. It is* also a sftudy peculiarly 
adapted to an early stage in tlip education of philosophical 
students, since it does not presuppose the slow process of 
acquiring, by experience and reflection, valuable thoughts of 
their own. They may become capable of disentangling the 
intricacies of confused and self-contradictory thcijight, before 
their own thinking faculties mucji advanced; a power 
which, for v^ant of some such discipline, many otherwise able 
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men altogether lack; and wlien they have to artswer oppo- 
nents, only endeavour, by such arguments as they can Command, 
tobijupporf the opposite conclusion, scarcely ev^ attempting 
to coiilu^p th^ reasonings of thdlr antagonists ; and, therefore, 
at th« utmost^ leaving the question, as far as it depends on 
argument, a balanced one. • 

During this time, the I^atin and Greek books which I con- 
tinued to Head with my father were chiefly such as wore worth 
studying, not for the language merely, but also for the thoughts. 
This included much of the orators, and especially Demosthenes, 
some of whose princi})al«orations I read several times over, and 
wrote out, by way of ex?rcise, a full analysis of them. My 
father’s comments on these orations when 1 read them to him 
were very instructive to me. He not only drew my attention 
to the i Insight they afforded into Athenian institutions, and the 
principles of legislation and government w^ich they often 
illustrated, but pointed out the skill and art of the orator— how 
everything ifnportant to his purpose was said at the exact 
moment when h* had brought the minds of his audience into 
the state mo^ fitted to receive it ; h^w he made steal into their 
minds, gradually and by# insinuatioji, thoughts ^Idiich, if ex- 
pressed in a more direct manner, Vould have roused their 
opposition. Most of these reflections were beyond my capacity 
of full comprehension at the time ; but they left seed behind, 
which germinated in due season. At this time I also read the 
wtole of Tacitus, Juvenal, and Quintilian. The latter, owing to 
^is obscure style and to the scholastic details of which many 
parts of his treatise are made up, is little read, and seldom 
i^jifficiently appreciated. His book is a kind of encyclopa'dia of 
the thoughts of the ancients on the whole field of education 
§Lnd culture ; and I have retained through life many valuable 
ideas which I can distinctly trace to my reading of him, even at 
that early age. It was at this period that I read, for the first 
time, sfeme of the most important dialogues oT Plato, in 
particular the^ Gorgias^ the Protagoras, and the Republic, 
There is no author to whom my father thought himself more 
indebted for his own mental culture, than Plato, or whom he 
more frequently recommended to young students. I can bear 
similar testimony in regard to myself. The Socratic method, of 
which the Platonic dialogues are the chief example, is unsur- 
passed as a discipline for correcting the errors, and clearing up 
the confusions incident to the intelkctus sibi permisstis, the under- 



CHILDHOOD AND EARLY EDUCATION IS 

standing w^ich has made up ajh its bundles of associations 
und^r thejguidance of pojmlar phraseology. The close, search- 
ing eknckm by jivhicTi the man of vague generalities is 
constrained either to express 4is meaning to himself in definite 
terms, ♦r to confess that he does not know whflrt: he is tfilking 
about; the perpetual testing of all general statements by 
particular instances ; the siege in form which is laid to the 
meaning of large abstract terms, by fixing upon some still 
larg^ class-name which includes that and more, afld dividing 
down to the thing sought -marking out its limits and definition 
by a serie^ of accurately drawn distinctions betw^;en1t a^d each 
of the cfJgnate objects whicli are suc^jieSsively parted off from it 
— all this, as an education for precise thinking, is inestimable, 
and all this, even at that age, took such holft of me that; it 
became part of my own mind. I have felt ever since that the 
title of Platonist^belongp by far better right to those ^jrho have 
been nourished in and have tmdeavoiired to practise Plato’s 
mode of investigation, than to those who are disti^;jguisfied only 
by the adoption of certain dogmatical conclusions, drawn mostly 
from the least intelligible of^is works, and wHiclW^he character 
of his mind and writings makes it uncertain whether he himself 
regarded as anything m<ffe than pofctfc fancies, or philosophic 
conjectures. • 

In going through Plato and Demosthenes, since I could now 
read these authors, as far as th^ language was concerned, with 
perfect ease, I was not required to construe them sentence by 
sentence, but to read them aloud to my father, answering 
questions when asked : but the particular attention which hg 
paid to elocution (in which his own excellence was remarkable) 
made this reading aloud to him a most painful task. Of all 
things which he required me to do, there was none which I did 
so constantly ill, or in which he so perpetually lost his temper 
with me. He had thought much on the principles of the art of 
reading, especially the most neglected part of it, the inflections 
of the voice, or modnlaiion, as writeis on elocution call it (in 
contrast with articulation on the one side, and expression on the 
other), and had reduced it to rtiles, grounded on the logical 
analysis of a sentence. These rules he strongly impressed upon 
me, and took me severely to task for every violation of them : 
but I even then remarked (though I did not venture to make 
the remark to him) that though he reproached mC when I read 
a sentence ill, and told me how I ought to have read it, he 
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never, by reading it himself, showed me how it ought to be read, 
A defect running through hfSs otherwise admirable^ modes of 
instruction, as it did through all his modes of thought, was that 
of trustinjl too much to th^ intelligibleness of the abstract, when 
not concrete, ft was at a much later |^rio4 of 

my jliuth, whf n practising elocution by myself, or with com- 
panions of my own age, that f for the first time understood the 
object of his rules, and saw the psychological grounds of them. 
At that time I and others followed out the subject into, its 
ramifications, and ^rould have composed a very useful treatise, 
grounded on my father’s principles. He himself "left those 
principles and rules unwritten. I regret that when rny mind 
was full of the subject, from systematic practice, I did not put 
thdhi, and our improvements of them, into a formal shape. 

A book which contributed largely to my education, in the 
best serve of the term, was my fathqf’s History of India. It 
was published in the beginning of 1818. During the year 
previous^ while it was passing through the press, I used to read 
the proof sheets to him ; or rathei^ I read the manuscript to 
him while h^ coA-ectcd the proofi. The number of new ideas 
which I received from this remarkable book, and the impulse 
and stimulus as well as goidaiice gifeit to my thoughts by its 
t criticism and disquisitions on society and civilization in the 
Hindoo part, on institutions and the acts of governments in 
the English part, made my eajly familiarity with it eminently 
useful to my subsequent progress. And though I can perceive 
deficiencies in it now as compared with a perfect standard, 1 
still think it, if not the most, one of the most instructive 
histories ever written, and one of the books from which most 
bf^nefit may be derived by a mind in the course of making up 
its opinions. 

• The Preface, among the most characteristic of my father’s 
writings, as well as the richest in materials of thought, gives a 
picture which may be entirely depended on, of the sentiments 
and expectations with wlpch he wrote the History, Saturated 
as the book is with the opinions and modes of judgment of a 
democratic radicalism then regarded as extreme ; and treating 
with a severity, at that time most unusual, the English Con-^ 
stitotion, the English law, and all parties and classes who 
possessed any considerable influence in the country; he may 
have expected reputation, but certainly not advancement in life, 
from its publication ; nor could he have supposed that it would 
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rais^ up anything but enemies him in powerful quarters; 
least of aV could he have expected favour from the East India 
Company, to whose cotnmercial privileges he was unqualifiedly 
hostile^ and on the acts of wlvse government he had made So 
maftiy ^vere comments : though, in various parts t>f hiad>dbk, he 
bore a testimony in their favour, which he felt to be their just 
due, namely, that no Government had on the whole given so 
much proof, to the extent of its lights, of good intention 
towards its subjects ; and that if the acts of any otMbr Govern- 
ment had the light of publicity as completely let in upon them, 
they woulS, in all probability, still less bear scruijityr » 

On lef&riiing, however, in the spiwg of 1819^ about a year 
after the publication of the History, that the East India 
Directors desired to strengthen the part <ff their home 
establishment which was employed in carrying on the correspon- 
dence with Indiii^ my fjitther declared himself a candidate for 
that emi)loyment, and, to the credit of the Directors,.success- 
fully. He was appointed qne of the Assistants of the Examiner 
of India Correspondence ; officers whose duty it was to prepare 
drafts of despatches to India,*for considcratioifby*he Directors, 
in the principal dei>artmejits of administration. In this office, 
and in that of Examineii, which he ^subsequently attained, the 
influence which his talents, his reputation, and his decisioif of 
character gave him, with superiors who really desired the good 
government of India, enabled Iwm to a great extent to throw 
into his drafts of despatches, and to carry through the ordeal of 
the Court of Directors and Board of Control, without havftg 
their force much weakened, his real opinions on Indian subjects^ 
In his History he had set forth, for the first time, many of the 
true principles of Indian administration : and his despatches, 
following his History, did more than had ever been done before 
to promote the improvement of India, and teach Indian official 
to understand their business. If a selection of them were 
published, “they would, I am convinced, place his character as a 
practical statesman fully on a level with his^ eminence as a 
speculative writer. 

This new employment of his time caused no relaxation in 
his attention to my education. It was in this same year, 1819^ 
that he took me through a complete course of political 
economy. His loved and intimate friend, Ricardo, had shortly 
before published the book which formed so great* an epoch in 
political economy; a book which would never have been 
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published or written^ but for the entreaty an^ strong en- 
couragement of my father; for Ricardo, the m^t modest 
of men, though firmly convinced 'of the truth ^f his 
doctrines* deemed himsqjf so Jlittle capable cff doing them 
justicfr in exposition and expression, that he shrank from 
the Idea of publicity. The same friendly encouragement , 
induced Ricardo, a year or* two later, to become a member 
of the House of Commons; where, during the remaining 
years of his life, unhappily cut short in the full vigqpii of 
his intellect, he #rendered so much service to his and my 
father g opinions both on political economy and* on other 
subjects. • ^ • 

Though Ricardo’s great work was already in print, no 
didactic treatMJe embodying its doctrines, in a manner fit for 
learners, had yet appeared. My father, therefore, commenced 
instructing me in the science by a s<|rt of lectures, which he 
delivered to me in our walks. He expounded each day a 
portion* of the subject, and I gave him next day a written 
abcount of it, which he made me rewrite over and over again 
until it was^ clcftr, j)recise, and ^tolerably complete. In this 
manner I went through the whole extent of- the science; 
and the written outline ^f it whidh resulted from my daily 
* coTBpte rendu, served him afterwards as notes from which to 
write his Elements of Political Economy, After this I read 
Ricardo, giving an account da^y of what I read, and discussing, 
in the best manner I could, the collateral points which offered 
themselves in our progress. 

^ On Money, as the most intricate part of the subject, he 
made me read in the same manner Ricardo’s admirable pam- 
phlets, written during what was called the Bullion controversy; 
to these succeeded Adam Smith ; and in this reading it was 
•ne of my father’s main objects to make me apply to Smith’s 
more superficial view of political economy, the superior 
lights of Ricardo, and detect what was fallacious <iin Smith’s 
argumedts, or erroneous in any of his conclusions. Such a 
mode of instruction was excellently calculated to form 
a thinker; but it required to be worked by a thinker, 
as close and vigorous as my father. The path was a 
thorny one, even to him, and I am sure it was so to me, 
notwithstanding the strong interest I took in the subject. 
He was often, and much beygnd reason, provoked by my 
failures in cases where success could not have been expected ; 
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buty^n the^main his method w^' rights and it succeeded. I 
do rt^t hi^lieve that any scientific teaching ever was more 
thorot^hj or better fitted for training the faculties^ than the 
mode )n which logic and pc^iiticab economy were tauglit *to 
me b^'my father. Striving, even in an exag^rated flegree, 
to call forth the activity of myjfaciilties, by nwiking me find 
out everything for myselfj he gave his explanations not before, 
but after) I had felt the full force of the difficulties ; and not 
onl)^ gave me an accurate knowledge of these *two great 
subjects, a4 far as they were then understoefd, but made me a 
thinker ori both. 1 thought for myself almosli from tiiie first, 
and oc(»isionally thought differentlji from him, though for a 
long time only on minor points, and making his opinion ^the 
ultimate standard. At a later period I even occasionally con- 
vinced him, and altered his opinion on some points of detail : 
which I state to his konour, not ray own. It at t>nce ex- 
emplifies his perfect candour, and the real worth of hii^ method 
of teaching. * • • 

At this point concluded what can properly be called my 
lessons : when I was about fourteen I left ftngknd for more 
than a year ; and after return, though my studies went on 
under my father’s general direction, he was no longer my 
schoolmaster. I shall therefore pause here, and turn baclf to 
matters of a more general nature connected with the 
part of my life and education included in the preceding 
reminiscences. 

In the course of instruction which I have partijftly 
retraced, the point most superficially apparent is the grea4 
effort to give, during the years of childhood, an amount of 
knowledge in what are considered the higher branches ^f 
education, which is seldom acquired (if acquired at all) until 
the age of manhood. The result of the experiment shovi^ 
the ease with which this may be done, and places in a strong 
light the •wretched waste of so many precious yea^ as are 
spent in acquiring the modicum of* Latin ajid Greek com- 
monly taught to schoolboys ; a waste which has led so numy 
educational reformers to entertain the ill-judged proposal of 
discarding these languages altogether from general education. 
If I had been by nature extremely quick of apprehension, 
or had possessed a very accurate and retentive memory, or 
were of a remarkably active and energetic character, the trial 
would not be conclusive ; but in all these natural gifts I am 
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rather below than above par ;#wlmt I could do^ could assuredly 
be done by any boy or girl of average capacity arid h^ealthy 
physical €onstitution : and if I have accomplished ai^thing, 
I owe^it, among other fe^rtunaie circumstances, to the fact 
that ihr(!ftigli the early training bestowed on me by my^athbr, 
I started, I ms^’' fairly say, wiJth an advantage of a quarter of a 
century over my contemporaries. 

There vwis one cardinal point in this training, of which I 
have already given some indication, and which, more than«any- 
thing else, jras tli^ cause of whatever good it effected. Most 
boys oi* youthe who have had much knowledge drilled into 
them, have their mental "capacities not strengthened, ITht over- 
lai(J it. Tl^y are crammed with mere facts, and with the 
opinions or jihrascs of other people, and these are accepted as a 
substitute for the power to form opinions of their own ; and 
thus th Casons of eminent fathers, who tiave spared no pains in 
their education, so often grow up mere parroters of what they 
have learnt, • incapable of using t]jeir minds except in the 
furrows traced for them. Mine, liowever, was not an education 
of cram. fatlier never permftted anything which I learnt 
to degenerate into a mere exercise qf memory. ' He strove to 
make the understanding not only go# along with every step of 
the* teaching, but, if possible, precede it. Anything which 
could be found out by thinking I never was told, until I had 
exhausted my efforts to find it# out for myself. As far as I can 
trust my remembrance, I acquitted myself very lamely in this 
department ; my recollection of such matters is almost wholly 
i^f failures, hardly ever of success. It is true the failures 
were often in things in which success, in so early a stage of my 
progress, was almost impossible. I remember at some time in 
my thirteenth }'ear, on my happening to use the word idea, he 
asked me what an idea was ; and expressed some displeasure at 
my ineffectual efforts to define the word : I recollect also his 
indignaiion at my using the common expression that* something 
was true in theary but required correction in practice ; and how, 
after making me vainly striye to define the word theory, he 
explained its meaning, and showed the fallacy of t^e viilgat 
form of speech which I had used ; leaving me folly persuaded 
that in being unable to give a correct definition of Theory, and 
in speaking of it as something which might be at variance with 
practice, I had shown unparalleled ignorance. In this he seems, 
and perhaps was, very unreasonable ; but I think, qply in being 
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angry at mjr failure. A pupil frjm whom nothing is ever de- 
mat>di^d i^iich he cannot do, never does all he can. 

One of the evils lyost liable to attend on any sort of early 
proficiency, and which often fatally bights its j)romise, my father 
most afi3^iously guarded against. This was self-cono«tt. He 
kept me, with extreme vigilance, out of the v^y of hearing 
myself praised, or of being led to make self-fiattering compari- 
sons between myself and others. From his own intercourse 
withjoie I could derive none but a very humble opiifion of my- 
self ; and the standard of comparison he always held up to me, 
was not wRat other j)eople did, but what a man c^uld* and ought 
to do. He completely succeeded ig preserving me from the 
sort of influences he so much dreaded. J was not at all aware 
that my attainments were anything unusual at*my age. ff I 
accidentally had my attention drawn to the fact that some other 
boy knew less tjian m 3 i>elf — which ha})pened less of2Rin than 
might be imagined — I concluded, not that I knew much, but 
that he, for some reason or other, knew little, or t^^at his know- 
ledge was of a different k^nd from mine. My state of mind 
was not humility, but neither was it arrogance.* I i^ever thought 
of saying to myself, I am, or I can do, so and so. I neither 
estimated myself highly jjtor lowly : •! did not estimate myself 
at all. If I thought anything about myself, it was that I was 
rather backward in my studies, since I always found myself so, 
in comparison with what my fatl\pr expected from me. 1 assert 
this with confidence, though it was not the impression of various 
persons who saw me in my childhood. They, as I have sinfce 
found, thought me greatly and disagreeably self-conceited ^ 
probably because I was disputatious, and did not scruple to give 
direct contradictions to things which 1 heard said. 1 suppose»I 
acquired this bad habit from having been encouraged in an un- 
usual degree to talk on matters beyond my age, and with growit 
persons, while I never had inculcated on me the usual respect 
for them. • My father did not correct this ill-breec^ng and 
impertinence, probably from not being aware pf it, for I was 
always too much in awe of him to be otherwise than extremely 
subdued and quiet in his presence.* Yet with all this I had no 
notion of any superiority in myself; and well was it for me that 
I had not. I remember the very place in Hyde Park where, in 
my fourteenth year, on tlie eve of leaving my father's house for 
a long absence, he told me that I should find, as I got acquainted 
with new people, that I had been taught many things which 
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youths of my age did not q^mmonly know ; and, that many 
persons would be disf)osed to talk to me of this^ and ti6 compli- 
ment me .upon it. What other things hf3 s^id on this topic I 
rdmember very imperfectly; but# he wound up by saying, that 
wha^^^ I knfew more than others, could not be ascribed* to any 
merit in me, duit to the very unusual advantage which had 
fallen to my lot, of having a father who was able to teach me, 
and willing to give the necessary trouble and time ; that it was 
no matter of praise to me, if I knew more than those wh(^ had 
not had a similar vantage, but the deepest disgrace to me if 
I did n^dt. I have a distinct remembrance, that the “suggestion 
thus for the first time mAdg^ to me, that I knew more than other 
youths who were considered well educated, was to me a piece ot 
information, tS which, as to all other things which iny father 
told me, I gave implicit credence, but which did not at all im- 
press mS as a personal matter. I felt Itio disp^>sition to glorify 
myself iipon the circumstance that there were other persons 
\jjho did not know what I knew nor had I ever flattered 
myself that my acquirements, whatever they might be, were 
any merit of ♦mine : but, now whtfti my attention was called to 
the subject, I felt that what my father had said respecting my 
peculiar advantages w^as exactly the t^*uUi and common sense of 
the matter, and it fixed my opinion and feeling from that time 
forward. 

It is evident that this, among many other of the purposes of 
my father's scheme of education, could not have been accom- 
pnshed if he had not carefully kept me from having any great 
•timount of intercourse with other boys. He was earnestly bent 
upon my escaping not only the corrupting influence which boys 
<^cercisc over boys, but the contagion of vulgar modes of thought 
and feeling ; and for this he was willing that I should pay the 
^rice of inferiority in the accomplishments which schoolboys 
in all countries chiefly cultivate. The deficiencies in my educa- 
tion wfre principally in the things which boys ‘learn from 
being turned ^ut to sAiift for themselves, and from being 
brought together in large numbers. From temperance and 
much walking, I grew up healthy and hardy, though not mus- 
cular ; but I could do no feats of skill or physical strength, and 
knew none of the ordinary bodily exercises. It was not that 
play, or time for it, was refused me. Though no holidays 
were allowed, lest the habit of work should be broken, and 
a taste for idleness acquired, I had ample leisure in every 
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day to amuse myself ; but as I had no boy companions, and the 
animal nAd of physical activity was satisfied by walkinpf, my 
amusements, which wire mostly solitary, were, in general, of a 
quiet, if not a bookish turn, And gave little stimulus to any 
other kind even of mental activity than that w^hi<?h wa^^rgady 
called forth by my studies : I consequently remaftied long, and 
in a less degree have always remained, inexpert in anything 
requiring manual dexterity; my mind, as well as my Jiands, did 
its w<Jrk very lamely when it was applied, or ought to have been 
applied, t^ the practical details which, as l^iey are, the chief 
interast in life to the majority of men, are also* the tlfings in 
which wTiatever mental cajiacity the 3 ^Kave, chiefly shows itself: 
I was constantly meriting reproof by inattention^ inobservaiye, 
and general slackness of mind in matters of daily life. My 
fiither was the extreme opposite in these particulars: his senses 
and mental facuJfcies we?e always on the alert ; he carried de- 
cision and energy of character in his whole manner and into 
every action of life : and this, as much as his talents*, contributed 
to the strong impression which he always mad^upon those with 
whom he came into personal contact. But the chiWren of ener- 
getic parents, frequently *grow up ynenergctic, because they 
lean on their parents, and the parents arc energetic for them. 
The education which my father gave me was in itself mffch 
more fitted for training me to know than to do. Not that he 
Was unaware of my deficiencies ;• both as a boy and as a youth 
I was incessantly smarting under his severe admonitions on the 
subject. There was anything but insensibility or tolerance on 
his part towards such shortcomings : but, while he saved nio 
from the demoralizing effec:ts of school life, he made no effort 
to provide me with any sufficient substitute for its practicaliziftg 
influences. Whatever qualities he himself, probably, had ac- 
quired without difficulty or special training, he seems to hav8 
supposed that I ought to acquire as easily. He had not, 1 
think, bestowed the same amount of thought and attention on 
this, as on most other branches of education ; aad here, as well 
in some other points of my tuitioq, he seems to have expected 
effects without causes. 
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MORAL INFLUENCES IN EARLV YOUTH. MY FATlIEIl’s CHAr\cTER 
AND OPINIONS 

• ^ 

In my education^ as in tliat of everyone, the moral influences, 
wlfich are so iftuch more iinporfeint than all others, arc also the 
most complicated, and the most difficult to specify with any 
approac4i to completeness. Without tittempting the hopeless 
task of detailing the circumstances by which, in this respect, 
my early chi^racter may have been shaped, I shall confine my- 
self to a few leading points, which form an indispensable part 
of any true l^^:co^fnt of my educatmn. 

I was brought up from the first witliout any religious belief, 
in the ordinary acceptatioh of the te|:ra. My father, educated 
in^the creed of Scotch Presbyterianism, had by his own studies 
and reflections been early led to reject not only the belief in 
Revelation, but the foundations of what is commonly called 
Natural Religion. I have heard him say, that the turning point 
his mind on the subject was reading Butler^s Analogy. That 
^ork, of which he always continued to sjieak with respect, kept 
him, as he said, for some considerable time, a believer in the 
divine authority of Christianity ; by proving to him that what- 
ever are the difficulties in believing that the Old and New 
Testaments proceed from, or record the acts of, a perfectly wise 
and good being, the same and still greater difficulties stend in 
the way^of the belief, that a being of such a character can have 
been the Mak^ of the universe. He considered Butler's argu- 
ment as conclusive against the only opponents for whom it was 
intended. Those who admit^an omnipotent as well as perfectly 
just and benevolent maker and ruler of such a world as this, can 
say little against Christianity but what can, with at least equal 
force, be retorted against themselves. Finding, therefore, no 
halting plact; in Deism, he remained in a shite of perplexity, 
until, doubtless after many struggles, he yielded to the convic- 


22 



MORAL INFLUENCES IN EARLY YOUTH 28 

tion, th^ Concerning the origin of things nothing whatever 
can be Known, Tllis is the only correct statement of his 
opinion ; for dogmati atheism he looked upon as absurd ; as 
most of those, whom the woi'Id ha^ considered ^AtheisJ^, have 
always done. These particulars are important, becsiuse ^they 
show that my father’s rejection #)f all that is Called religious 
belief, was hot, as many might suppose, primarily a matter of 
logic and evidence : the grounds of it were moral,' still more 
than* intellectual. He found it impossible to believe that a 
world so full of evil was the work of an*AiithorpCombining 
infinite power with perfect- goodness ^and righteousnefs. His 
intellect spurned the subtleties which men attempt to 
blind themselves to this open contradiction, fhe Saba^an^ or 
Manicha;an theory of a Good and an Evil Principle, struggling 
against each other for tjje government of the universe, ^e would 
not have equall5^ condemned; and 1 have heard him express 
surprise, that no one revived it in our time. He would have 
regarded it as a mere hypothesis ; but he would have ascribed 
to it no depraving influence. As it waS;, his aversion to 
religion, in the sense usually attached to tlfe term, was 
of the same kind with that of, Lucretius: he regarded 
it with the feelings dhe not to a mere mental delusion, 
but to a great moral evil. He looked upon it as the greaTest 
enemy of morality : first, by setting up fictitious excellences — 
belief in creeds, devotional feelings, and ceremonies, not con- 
nected with the good of human-kind — and causing these to be 
accepted as substitutes for genuine virtues : but above all, T[)y 
radically vitiating the standard of morals ; making it consist iA 
doing the will of a being, on whom it lavishes indeed all the 
phrases of adulation, but whom in sober truth it' depicts'^as 
eminently hateful. I have a hundred times heard him say that 
all ages and nations have represented their gods as wicked, m 
a constantly increasing progression; that mankind have gone on 
adding trait after trait till they reached the most perfect con- 
ception of wickedness which the human mind*can devise, and 
have called this God, and prostrated themselves before it. 
This ne plus uUra of wickedness he considered to be embodied 
in what is commonly presented to mankind as the creed of 
Christianity. Think (he used to say) of a being who would 
make a Hell — who would create the human race with the 
infallible foreknowledge, and therefore with the intention, that 
the great majority of them were to be consigned to horrible 
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and everlasting torment. Th# time, I believe, is dramng near 
when this dreadful conception of an objecl- of worsliip^ill be no 
longer idanti6ed with Christianity ; and \|;hen all persons, with 
any sense of moral good end evil, will look upon it with, the 
sam^ inttignatfbn with which my father regarded it. father 
was as well aware as anyone J^hat Christians do not, in general, 
undergo the demoralizing consequences which seem inherent in 
such a creed, in the manner or to the extent which might have 
been expected from it. The same slovenliness of thought^ and 
subject ion ^of the feason to fears, wishes, and affections, which 
enable ^hem to accept a theory involving a contradiction in 
terms, prevents them frohn perceiving the logical consequences 
of kli® theory. Such is the facility with which mankind believe 
at one and the*same time things inconsistent with one another, 
and so few are those who draw from what they receive as truths, 
any coiSequences but those recomm^ded t« them by their 
feelings, that multitudes have held the undoubting belief in an 
Ojnnipotent Author of Hell, and l^vve nevertheless identified 
that being with the best conception they were able to form of 
perfect goodness. Their worship •’was not paid to the demon 
which such a being as they imagine^ would really be, but to 
their own ideal of excellence. The tvil is, that such a belief 
keS^s the ideal wretchedly low ; and opposes the most obstinate 
resistance to all thought which has a tendency to raise it higher. 
Believers shrink from every train of ideas which would lead the 
mind to a clear conception and an elevated standard of ex- 
cellence, because they feel (even when they do not distinctly 
»ee) that such a standard would conflict with many of the dis- 
pensations of nature, and with much of what they are accus- 
toftied to consider as the Christian creed. And thus morality 
continues a matter of blind tradition, with no consistent prin- 
<5ple, nor even any consistent feeling, to guide it. 

It would have been wholly inconsistent with my father’s ideas 
of duty, to allow me to acquire impressions contrary Co his con- 
victions and feelings respecting religion: and he impressed 
upon me from the first, tha^ the manner in which the world 
came into existence was a subject on which nothing was known : 
that the question, Who made me } ” cannot be answered, be- 
cause we have no experience or authentic information from 
which to answer it ; and that any answer only throws the diffi- 
culty a step Turther back, since the question immediately pre- 
sents itself, " Who made God ^ ” He, at the same^ time, took 
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care that I should be acquainted with what had been thought 
by maufeind on theqj impenetrable problems. I have men- 
tioned at how early a J age he made me a reader of ecclesiastical 
history ; and he taught me to ^ke tjie strongest interest in the 
Reformation^ as the great and decisive contest against’flpriestly 
tyranny for liberty of thought. * • 

I am thus one of the very few* examples, in this country, ol 
one who has not thrown off religious belief, but never had it : 
I^r^w up in a negative state with regard to it. I looked uj)on 
the modern exactly as I did upon the ancient religion, as some- 
thing which in no way concerned me. It did not sCeqj to me 
more st*ange that English people should believe what I did not, 
^ than that the men I read of in Herodotus should have done so. 
History had made the variety of opinions among manlfind 
a fact familiar to me, and this was but a j)rolongation of that 
fact. This poinJf. in mytiearly education had, however, inciden- 
tally one bad consequence deserving notice. In giving me an 
opinion contrary to that of the world, my father thought it 
necessary to give it as one which could not prudently be avowbd 
to the world. This lesson o6 keeping my thoifghl^ to myself, at 
that early age, was attended with some moral disadvantages ; 
though my limited inte^Soursc witlr strangers, especially such 
as were likely to speak to me on religion, prevented me fiom 
being placed in the alternative of avowal or hypocrisy. I re- 
member two occasions in my boyhood, on which I felt myself in 
tills alternative, and in both cases I avowed my disbelief and 
defended it. My opponents were boys, considerably older than 
myself : one of them I certainly staggered at the time, but tlig 
subject was never renewed between us: the other who was 
surprised and somewhat shocked, did his best to convince *Qe 
for some time, without effect. 

The great advance in liberty of discussion, which is one <rf 
the most important differences between the present time and 
that of my childhood, has greatly altered the moralities of this 
question ; and I think that few men of my father’s int^lect and 
public spirit, holding with such intensity of moral conviction as 
he did, unpopular opinions on religion, or on any other of the 
great subjects of thought, would now either practise or in- 
culcate the withholding of them from the world, unless in the 
casesj becoming fewer every day, in which frankness on these 
subjects would either risk the loss of means of* subsistence, 
or would amount to exclusion from some sphere of usefulness 
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peculiarly suitable to the edacities of the individual. On 
religion in particular the time^ppears to me to havd c|cne when 
it is the duty of all who^ being qualified i|i point of knowledge^ 
have on ihature consideration satisfied thfcm^lves that the cur- 
rent G^nions^ are not only false but hurtful^ to mak|i their 
dissent known^; at least, if they are among those whose station 
or reputation gives their opiliion a chance of being attended 
to. Such an avowal would put an end, at once and for ever, 
to the vulgar prejudice, that what is called, very improperly, 
unbelief, is connected with any bad qualities either of mmd or 
heart. The world would be astonished if it knew how great a 
proportion of* its brightest ornaments — of those mosl distin- 
guished even in popular eAimation for wisdom and virtue— are 
coifiplete sceptics in religion; many of them refraining from 
avowal, less from personal considerations than from a conscien- 
tious, though now in my opinion a moshmistaken, apprehension, 
lest by speaking out what would tend to wealten existing be- 
liefs, airti by consequence (as they suppose) existing restraints, 
they should do harm instead of goodk 

Of uribeli^era (so called) as w^ell as of believers, there are 
many species, including almost every variety of moral type. 
But the best among them, .as no one who has had opportunities 
« ofj'eally knowing them will hesitate to affirm, are more genu- 
inely religious, in the best sense of the word religion, than 
those who exclusively arrogate to themselves the title. The 
liberality of the age, or in other words the weakening of the 
oljstinate prejudice which makes men unable to see what is 
before their eyes because it is contrary to their expectations, 
tias caused it be very commonly admitted that a Deist may be 
trjjly religious : but if religion stands for any graces of character 
and not for mere dogma, the assertion may equally be made of 
92any whose belief is far short of Deism. Though they may 
think the proof incomplete that the universe is a work of design, 
and though they assuredly disbelieve that it can have^n Author 
and Governor who is aJ^oluie in power as well as perfect in 
goodness, theyliave that which constitutes the principal worth 
of all religions whatever, an ideal conception of a Perfect Being, 
to which they habitually refer as the guide of their conscience ; 
and this ideal of Good is usually far nearer to perfection than 
the objective Deity of those who think themselves obliged to 
find al^olutc^ goodness in the author of a world so crowded with 
suffering and so deformed by injustice as ours. 
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My fath^'s moral convictioijs; wholly dissevered from 
religion, V^ere very rjuch of the character of those of the 
Greek philosophers ; Hnd were delivered with the force and 
decision which characterized all that vame from him. Even al 
the very early age at which I read with him the Memor^nUg of 
^ Xenophon, I imbibed from that wjrk and from hi» comments a 
deep respect for the character of Socrates ; who stood in my 
mind as a model of ideal excellence : and I well remember how 
my father at that time impressed upon me the lesson of the 
"Choice of Hercules.” At a somewhat latef period ^the lofty 
moral standard exhibited in the writings of Plato operated 
upon me^ with great force. " My father’s moral inculcations 
were at all times mainly those of the Socratici viri ” ; justi<^, 
temperance (to which he gave a veiy exteiide<? application), 
veracity, perseverance, readiness to encounter pain and 
especially labour- regard for the public good ; estimation of 
persons according to their merits, and of things according to 
their intrinsic usefulness; a life of exertion in conta*adiction to 
one of self-indulgent ease and sloth. These and other moralities 
he conveyed in brief sentences, uttered as occasion arose, of 
grave exhortation, or stern reprobation and contempt. 

But though direct morijJ teaching Tloes much, indirect does 
more ; and the effect my father produced on my character, di8 
not depend solely on what he said or did with that direct object, 
but also, and still more, on what njanner of man he was. 

In his views of life he partook of the character of the Stoic, 
the Epicurean, and the Cynic, not in the modern but th? 
ancient sense of the word. In his personal qualities the Stoic 
predominated. His standard of morals was Epicurean, inasmuch 
as it was utilitarian, taking as the exclusive test of right and 
wrong, the tendency of actions to produce pleasure or pain. 
But he had (and this was the Cynic element) scarcely any ^ 
belief in pleasure ; at least in his later years, of which alone, 
on this point, I can speak confidently. He was not insi^nsible 
to pleasures ; but he deemed very fevr of them wo^rtli the price 
which, at least in the present state of society, must be paid for 
them. The greater number of miscarriages in life he considered 
to be attributable to the overvaluing of pleasures. Accordingly, 
temperance, in the large sense intended by the Greek philoso- 
phers — stopping short at the point of moderation in all indul- 
gences' — was with him, as with them, almost the cehtral point 
of educational precept. His inculcations of this virtue fill 
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large place in my childish remembrances. He thought human 
life a poor thing at best, afte?' the freshness of youth^nd of un- 
satisfied^ curiosity had gone by. This 'was a topic on which he 
did not* often speak, especially, it mal^ Ue supposed, in the 
preseme of young persons : but when he did, it was with air 
of 'Settled and profound conviction. He would sometimes say 
that if life were made whdl it might be, by good government* 
and good education, it would be worth having : but he never spoke 
with anything like enthusiasm even of that possibility. He 
never varied in lyiting intellectual enjoyments above all bthers, 
even ^n^value as pleasures, independently of their ulterior 
benefits. The pleasurevs of the benevolent affections Jie placed 
high in the scale ; and used to say, that he had never known a 
happy old m^, except those who were able to live over again in 
the pleasures of the young. For passionate emotions of all 
sorts, %nd for everything which has«>been said or written in 
exaltation of them, he professed the greatest contempt. He 
regarefed them as a form of madness. The intense ’* was with 
him a bye-word of scornful disapprobation. He regarded as an 
aberration pf tlie moral standaisd of modern times, compared 
with that of the ancients, the great stress laid upon feeling. 
Feelings, as such, he considered t6 be no proper subjects of 
fR^aise or blame. Right and wrong, ^ood and bad, he regarded 
as qualities solely of conduct — of acts and omissions; there 
being no feeling which may not lead, and does not frequently 
lead, either to good or to bad actions; conscience itself, 
the very desire to act right, often leading people to act wrong. 
Consistently carrying out the doctrine that the object of praise 
and blame should be the discouragement of wrong conduct and 
*he encouragement of right, he refused to let his praise or 
blame be influenced by the motive of the agent. He blamed 
as severely what he thought a bad action, when the motive was 
a feeling of duty, as if the agents had been consciously evil 
doers.^ He would not have accepted as a plea in n^fitigation for 
inquisitors, tljat they sincerely believed burning heretics to be 
an obligation of conscience. But though he did not allow 
honesty of purpose to soflSen his disapprobation of actions, it 
had its full effect on his estimation of characters. No one 
prized conscientiousness and rectitude of intention more highly, 
or was more incapable of valuing any person in whom he did 
not feel assurance of it. But he disliked people quite as much 
for any other deficiency, provided he thought it equally likely 
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to make them act ill. He disliked^ for instance^ a fanatic in 
any bad «)^use^ as much as or mol’e than one who adopted the 
same cause from self-interest^ because he thought him even 
more likely to be j?rac};ioally mischievous. And thus^iiis aver- 
sioi^o^any intellectual errors, or what he regarded such, 
partook, in a certain sense, of the character of a i^ioral feefthg. 

' All this is merely saying that he, ih a degree once common, but 
now very unusual, threw his feelings into his opinions ; which 
truly it is difficult to understand how anyone wh(? possesses 
much?of both, can fail to do. None but thos^ who do not care 
about opinions will confound this with intolerance. Thoi^e who, 
having opinions which they hold to he immensely important, 
and their contraries to be prodigiouvsly hurtful, have any deep 
regard for the general good, will necessarily dislike, as a cldss 
and in the abstract, those who think wrong what they think 
right, and right what thoy think wrong : though they n.ied not 
therefore be, nor was my father, insensible to good qualities in 
an opponent, nor governed in their estimation of individuals by 
one general presumption, ^Instead of by the whole of then* 
character. I grant that an earnest person, ^bei^g no more 
infallible than other men, is liable to dislike people on account 
of opinions which do not nlerit dislike ; but if he neither him- 
self docs them any ill office, nor connives at its being done Vy 
others, he is not intolerant: and the forbearance which flows 
from a coWScientious sense of the importance to mankind of the 
equal freedom of all opinions, is the only tolerance which 
is commendable, or, to the highest moral order of minds^, 
{lossible. 

It will be admitted, that a man of the opinions, and the 
character, above described, was likely to leave a strong mor?4 
impression on any mind principally formed by him, and that his 
moral teaching was not likely to err on the side of laxity or in- / 
duigence. The element which was chiefly deficient in his moral 
relation to Ijis children was that of tenderness. I do not believe 
that this deficiency lay in his own nature. I believe him to 
have had much more feeling than he habitually showed, and 
much greater capacities of feeling *than were ever developed. 
He resembled most Englishmen in being ashamed of the signs 
of feeling, and, by the absence of demonstration, starving the 
feelings themselves. If we consider further that he was in the 
trying position of sole teacher, and add to this that 4iis temper 
was constitutionally irritable, it is impossible not to feel true 
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pity for a father wh\) did, i^d strove to do, so ^uch for his 
children, who would have so valued their affection^' yet who 
must haye been constantly feeling that fear^of him was drying 
it up at its source. This* was no longeiO the case later in life, 
and wtth his younger children. They loved him tenderiy?"and 
if r cannot say so much of myself, I was always loyally devoted 
to him. As regards my own education, I hesitate to pronounce 
whether I was more a loser or gainer by his severity. It was 
not such 'as to prevent me from having a happy childhood. 
And I do not believe that boys can be induced to apply them- 
selves ^with vigour, and — what is so much more diffi<?ult — perse- 
verance, to dry and irksQme studies, by the sole force of per- 
snipsion and soft words. Much must be done, and much must 
be learnt, by® children, for which rigid discipline, and known 
liabili^ to punishment, are indispensable as means. It is, no 
doubt,"^ very laudable effort, in modetn teaching, to render as 
much qs possible of what the young are required to learn, easy 
jpid interesting to them. But whep this principle is pushed to 
the length of not requiring them to learn anything but what has 
been made#,eas5^ and interesting, one of the chief objects of 
education is Sixcrificed. I rejoice in the decline of the old 
brutal and tyrannical syfftem of teaching, which, however, did 
i^acceed in enforcing habits of application ; but the new, as it 
seems to me, is training up a race of men who will be incapable 
of doing anything which is , disagreeable to them. ^ do not, 
then, believe that fear, as an .element in education, can be dis- 
pensed with; but I am sure that it ought not to be the main 
element ; and when it predominates so much as to preclude love 
and confidence on the part of the child to those who should be 
the unreservedly trusted advisers of after years, and perhaps to 
seal up the fountains of frank and spontaneous communicative- 
ness in the child’s nature, it is an evil for which a large abate- 
ment must l>e made from the benefits, moral and intellectual, 
which ^may flow from any other part of the education. 

During thir first period of my life, the habitual frequenters of 
my father's house were limited to a very few persons, most of 
them little known to the world, but whom personal worth, and 
more or less of congeniality with at least his political opinions 
(not so frequently to be met with then as since), inclined him to 
cultivate ; and his conversations with them I listened to with 
interest aifd instruction. My being an habitual inmate of my 
father's study made me acquainted with the dearest of bid 
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friends^ David Ricardo^ who by his Jbenevolent countenance^ and 
kindliness of manner, was very attractive to young persons, and 
who, after I became a student of political economy, invited me 
to his house and to walk with him in order to converge on the 
subject. I was a more*frequent visitof (from about 1817 oj 1818) 
to Mr.'^Hume, who, bom in the same part of Scotland as^ny 
father, and having been; I rather think, a younger schoolfellow or 
college companion of his, had on returning from India renewed 
their youthful acquaintance, and who — coming, like many 
other*, greatly under the influence of my fatj^er’s intellect and 
energy of character — was induced partly by that influence to 
go into Parliament, and there adopt the line of conduc? which 
has given him an honourable place in*the history of his country. 
Of Mr. Bentham I saw much moj*e, owing to the jlose intimsfcy 
which existed between him and my father. I do not know how 
soon after my father’s hrst arrival in England they became 
acquainted. ButT my father was the earliest Englishman of any 
great mark, who thoroughly understood, and in the main 
adopted, Bentham’s genera*! views of ethics, govehiment and 
law : and this was a natural foundation , for sympathy between 
them, and made them familiar companions in period of 
Bentham’s life during which he adnyitted much fewer visitors 
than was the case subsequently. At this time Mr. Bentham 
passed some part of every year at Barrow Green House, in 
a beautifuLpart of the Surrey Hills, a few miles from Godstoiie, 
and there I each summer accomp^ied my father in a long visit. 
In 1813 Mr, Bentham, my father, and I made an excursion, 
which included Oxford, Bath and Bristol, Exeter, Plymouth, and 
Portsmouth. In this journey I saw many things which were * 
instructive to me, and acquired my first taste for natur^J 
scenery, in the elementary form of fondness for a ^Wiew/' In 
the succeeding winter we moved into a house very near Mr. « 
Bentham’s, which ray father rented from him, in Queen Square, 
Westminster, From 1814 to 1817 Mr. Bentham lived during 
half of each year at Ford Abbey, in Somersetshire (or 'rather 
in a part of Devonshire surrounded by Somersetshire), which 
intervals I had the advantage of passing at that place. This 
sojourn was, I think, an important circumstance in my educa- 
tion. Nothing contributes more to nourish elevation of senti- 
ments iji a people, than the large and free character of their 
habitations. The middle-age architecture, the bai;pnial ha^ll, 
and the spacious and lofty rooms, of this fine old place, so unlike 



82 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


the mean and cramped externals of English middle-class life, 
gave the sentiment of a largef and freer existence, Sind were to 
me a sort of poetic cultivation, aided also by the character of the 
grounds '^in which the Abbey stood ; were riant and 

secluded, um^jrageous, and full of the sound of falling w^teiu. 

I owed another of the fortunate circumstances in my educa- 
tion, a year’s residence in France, to Mr. Benthara’s brother. 
General Sir Samuel Bentham. I had seen Sir Samuel Bentham 
and his family at their house near Gosport in the course of the 
tour already menj^oned (he being then Superintendent 6f the 
Dockyard at Portsmouth), and during a stay of a few days 
which ihey made at Ford Abbey shortly after the Peacf;, before 
going to live on the ContfTient. In 1820 they invited me for a 
sii months’ vjsit to them in the South of France, which their 
kindness ultimately prolonged to nearly a twelvemonth. Sir 
Samue’ Bentham, though of a character of mind different from 
that of his illustrious brother, was a man of very considerable 
attainiAents and general powers, with a decided genius for 
ihechanical art. His wife, a daugh ter of the celebrated chemist. 
Dr Fordyce^ W8‘s a w'ornan of strong will and decide.d character, 
much general knowledge, and great practical good sense of the 
Edgeworth kind : she wfw the ruling sj>irit of the household, as 
the deserved, and w^as well qualified, to be. Their family 
consisted of one son (the eminent botanist) and three daughters, 
the youngest about two years my senior. I am hidebted to 
them for much and various instruction, and for an almost 
parental interest in my w^elfare. When I first joined them, in 
May, 1820, they occupied the Chateau of Pompignfm (still 
belonging to a descendant of Voltaire’s enemy) on the heights 
cverlooking the plain of the Garonne between Montauban and 
Toulouse. I accompanied them in an excursion to the Pyrenees, 
including a stay of some duration at Bagneres de Bigorre, a 
journey to Pan, Bayonne, and Bagneres de Luchon, and an 
ascent of the Pic du Midi de Bigorre. 

This first introductipn to the highest order of mountain 
scenery made the deepest impression on me, and gave a colour 
to my tastes through life.’* In October we proceeded by the 
beautiful mountain route of Castres and St. Pons, from Toulouse 
to Montpellier, in which last neighlwurhood Sir Samuel had 
just bought the estate of Restincli^re, near the foot of the 
singular mountain of St. Loup. During this residence in France 
I acquired a familiar knowledge of the French language, and 
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acquaintance with the ordinary French literature ; I took 
lessons in vifrious bodily exercisei^ in none of which, however, 

I made any proficiency ; and at Montpellier I attended the 
excellent winter courses of lectures at the Faculty des Sciences, 
thofrSkqJ M. Anglada Ai chemistry, of M. Proven<jal on zoology, 
and of a very accomplished representative of tfie eighteejiith 
centuiy metaphysics, M. Gergonn#, on logic, unefer the name 
of Philosophy of the Sciences. I also went through a course 
of the higher mathematics under the private tuition «f M. Len- 
therio, a professor at the Lycee of Mon^ellier. Put the 
greatest, pqrhaps, of the many advantages which I ow«d to this 
episode ^in my education, was that of having breatheef for a 
whole year, the free and genial atmosphere of Continental life. 
This advantage was not the les% real though I cguld not tlifin 
estimate, nor even consciously feel it. Having so little experi- 
ence of English life, an^ the few people I knew being jjnostly 
such as had public objects, of a large and personally disinter- 
ested kind, at heart, 1 was ignorant of the low moral tone of 
what, ill England, is called*^ society ; the habit of,* not indeed 
professing, but taking for granted in every modi of implication, 
that conduct is of course always directed towards ]9w and petty 
objects ; the absence of high feelings .which manifests itself by 
sneering dt'preciation of fill demonstrations of them, and bj^ 
general abstinence (except among a few of the stricter relig- 
ionists) fri:#n professing any high principles of action at all, 
except in those preordained castes in which such profession is 
put on as part of the costume and formalities of the oceasioi^. 

I could not tlien know or estimate the difference between this 
manner of existence, and that of a people like the French, • 
whose faults, if equally real, are at all events different ; amoi^ 
whom sentiments, which by comparison at least may be called 
elevated, are the current coin of human intercourse, both m. 
books and in private life ; and though often evaporating in pro- 
fession, are yet kept alive in the nation at large by constant 
exercise, and stimulated by sympathy, so^as to form a livifig and 
active part of the existence of great numbers of persons, and 
to be recognised and understood by fill. Neither could I then 
appreciate the general culture of tlie understanding, which 
results from the habitual exe:rcise of the feelings, and is thus 
carried down into the most uneducated classes of several coun- 
tries on the Continent, in a degree not equalled ip England 
^mong the so-called educated, except where an unusual tender- 
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ness of conscience leads to a habitual exercise of the intellect 
on questions of right and wi^ng. I did not knoif the way in 
which, among the ordinary English, the absence of interest in 
things df an unselfish kind, except occasionally in a special 
thing here aijd there, and the habit of riot speaking t<^others, 
no* much even to themselves, about the things in which they 
do feel interest, causes both their feelings and their intellectual ^ 
faculties to remain undeveloped, or to develop themselves only 
in some single and very limited direction ; reducing them, con- 
sidered as spiriti^^l beings, to a kind of negative existence. 
All thesL things I did not perceive till long afterwards ; but I 
even then felt, though without stating it clearly to myself, the 
contrast between the frariic sociability and amiability of French 
pfeonal inttf^course, and the^, l^mglish mode of existence, in 
which ever3^body acts as if everybody else (with few, or no 
exceptions) was either an enemy or bore. In France, it is 
true, the bad as well as the good points, both of individual and 
of national character, come more to the surface, and break out 
fnore fearle*ssly in ordinary intcrc.>ui*se, than in England : but 
the general habit of the people i^s to show, as well as to expect, 
friendly feeling in every one towards every other, wherever 
there is not some positiv,c cause for -the opposite. In England 
ct is only of the best bred people, in llie upper or upper middle 
ranks, that anything like this can be said. 

In my way through Paris, both going and returniiig^ I passed 
some time in the house of M, Say, the eminent political econo- 
j?iist, who was a friend and correspojident of my father, having 
become acquainted with him on a visit to England a year or 
two after the Peace. He was a man of the later period of the 
French Revolution, a fine .specimen of the best kind of French 
Republican, one of those who had never bent the knee to Bona- 
^ parte though courted by him to do so ; a truly upright, brave, 
and enlightened man. He lived a quiet and studious life, made 
happy by warm affections, public and private. He was ac- 
quainted with many of the chiefs of the Liberal party, and I 
saw various noteworthy persons while staying at this house; 
among whom I have pleasure in the recollection of having once 
seen Saint-Simon, not yet the founder either of a philosophy or 
a religion, and considered only as a clever original The chief 
fruit which 1 carried away from tlie society I saw, was a strong 
and ijemuinent , interest in Continental Liberalism, of which 
I ever afterwards kept myself au courant^ as much as of English 
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politics : a t^ing not at all usual yi those days with Englishmen, 
and which had a very salutary influence on my development, 
keeping me free from the error always prevalent in Epgland — 
and from which eveniny father, with all his superiority to pre- 
jucU?e9*was not exemj)t — of judging universal questions a 
merely English standard. After passing a few weeks at Caen 
with an old friend of my father’s, I returned to England in 
July, 1821 and my education resumed its ordinary course. 



CHAPTER III 


LAST STAGE OFr EDLCATION, AND FIRST OF SELF-EDUCATK^N 

For the first year or two fifter my visit to France, I c<iVitinued 
my old studies, with the addition of some new ones. When 
I returned, Aiy father was Just finishing for the press his 
Elements of Political Ecoyiomij, and he made me perform an 
exercise on the manuscri])t, which Mf. Bentbam practised on 
all his^ own writings, making what he called marginal 
cpn tents .a short abstract of <^very paragraph, to enable 
the writer more easily to judge of, and improve, the order 
of the ideasjftand the general chuTacter of the exposition. Soon 
after, my father put into my hands Condillac’s Traitr ties 
Sensations, and the logic’kl and me^physical volumes of his 
d" Etudes; the first (notwithstanding the superficial 
resemblance between Condillac’s psychological system and my 
father’s) quite as much for g warning as for an Sample. I 
am not sure whether it was in this winter or the next that 
F first read a history of the French Revolution. I learnt with 
fc astonishment that the principles of democracy, then apparently 
in so insignificant and hopeless a minority everywhere in 
Europe, had borne all before them in France thirty years 
earlier, and had been the creed of the nation. As may be 
* supposed from this, 1 had previously a very vague idea of 
that great commotion. I knew only that the French had 
throwji off the absolute monarchy of Louis XI\^, and XV., 
had put thci Kiii^g and Queen to death, guillotined many 
persons, one of wdiom ^^as Lavoisier, and hfxd ultimately 
fallen under the despotism of Bonaparte. From this time, 
as was natural, the subject took an immense hold of my 
feelings. It allied itself with all my juvenile aspirations to 
the character of a democratic champion. What had happened 
so lately, Sfcemed as if it might easily happen again : and the 
most transcendent glory I was capable of conceivin£r. was that 
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of figuring^ successful or uns^pcessful^ as a Girondist in an 
English Convention. 

During the wjnter of 1821-2, Mr. John Austin, Vth whom 
aj^ the time of my girisit to Frances my father had but lately 
bec’feftie acquainted, kindly allowed me to rcjid Roman law 
wdth him. My flither, notwithslj^nding his abtorreiice of 
chaos of barbarism called English Law’, had turned his thoughts 
towards the bar as on the whole less ineligible I’or me than 
any^ other profession: and these readings with %lr. Austin, 
who had made Bentham’s best ideas his owti, and addled much 
to them from other sources^ and from his own mind, were not 
only aValuable introduction to legj\J studies, but an important 
portion of general education. With Mr. Austin 1 jead 
Heineccius on the Institutes, liis lioman Antufiiitiex, and part 
of his exposition of the Pandects; to which was added a 
considerable portion ot Blackstone. It was at the commence- 
ment of these studies that my father, as a needfu] accom- 
paniment to them, put my hands Benth#«n’s principal 
speculations, as interpreted to the Continent, and indeed to 
all the world, by Dumont, ^in the Trait c dc^ JJ^uJaiion. The 
reading of this book w|is an ej)och in my life ; one of the 
turning points in my mental historj^. 

My previous education had been, in a certain sense, alreiffly * 
a course of Benthamism. The Benthamic standard of ^Hhe 
greatest happiness ” was that which I had always been taught 
to apply ; I was even familiar with an abstract discussion of it, 
forming an episode in an unpublished dialogue on Governmdht, 
written by my father on the Platonic model. Yet in the firs^ 
pages of Bentham it biu’st upon me with all the force of 
novelty. What thus impressed mv was the chapter in wlfioli 
Bentham passed judgment on the conmion modes of reasoning 
in morals and legislation, deduced from phrases like “ law of 
nature,'* right reason,” ^^the moral sense,” "natural rectitude,” 
and the like, and characterized them as dogmatism in disguise, 
imposing its sentiments ui)on others’ under cower of sounding 
expressions which convey no reasqp for the sentiment, but set 
up the sentiment as its own reason. It had not struck me 
before, that Benthanfs principle put an end to all this. The 
feeling rushed upon me, that all previous moralists were super- 
seded, and tliat here indeed was the commencement of a new 
era in thought. This impression was strengthened by the 
manner in which Bentham put into scientific form the applica- 
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tion of the happiness principle to the morality of actions^ by 
analysing the various classes and orders of their consequences. 
But what struck me at that time most of alJ, vas the Classifica- 
tion of Offences^ which ia much more #elear, compact, a^d 
^im noting in Dhmont’s rMaciion than in the original wdPk of 
Bentham from Vvhich it was t^Jcen. Logic and the dialectics of 
Plato, which had formed so large a part of my previous 
training, haji given me a strong relish for accurate classification. 
This taste had been strengthened and enlightened by^the 
study ofv.botany, bn the principles of what is called the 
Natural Method, which I had taken up with great zeal, though 
only as an amusement, duriirg my stay in France ; and \l^hen I 
found scientific classification applied to the great and complex 
subject of Punishable Acts, under the guidance of the ethical 
principle of Pleasurable and Painful ^onse<iuences, followed 
out in the method of detail introduced into these subjects by 
Bentham^ I felt taken up to an eminence from which I could 
survc^y a vast qnental domain, and sec stretching out into the 
distance intellecljual results beyond all computation. As I 
proceeded furlfiier, there seemed to be added to this intellectual 
clearness, the most inspiring prospects pf practical improvement 
in human affairs. To Bentham’s general view of the construc- 
tion of a body of law 1 was not altogether a stranger, having 
read with attention that admirable compendium, my father’s 
article on Jurisprudence : but 1 had read it with little profit, 
and scarcely any interest, no doubt from its extremely general 
aiifi abstract character, and also because it concerned the form 
more than the substance of the corjnis juris, the logic rather 
than the ethics of law. But Bentham’s subject was Legislation, 
of which Jurisprudence is only the formal part : and at every page 
he seemed to open a clearer and broader conception of what 
human opinions and institutions ought to be, how they might 
be made what they ought to be, and how far removed from it 
they now*' are. When I laid down the last volume of the TraiU, 

I had become i* differenf being. The principle of utility,*' 
understood as Bentham understood it, and applied in the 
manner in which he applied it through these three volumes, 
fell exactly into its place as the keystone which held together 
the detached and fragmentary component parts of my know- 
ledge and beliefs. It gave unity to my conceptions of things. 

I now had ojSnions ; a creed, a doctrine, a philosophy ; in one 
among the beet senses of the woiti, a religion ; the inculcation and 
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diffusion ot which could be made ^e' principal outward purpose of 
a life. And I had a grand conception laid before me of changes 
to be effected in tj;ie condition of mankind through that doctrine. 

Traite da LegisyiHon wound up with what was to me a 
mosT'^npressive picture of human life as it would be made by 
such opinions and such laws ag were recommended in tEe " 
treatise. The anticipations of practicable improvement were 
studiously moderate, deprecating and discountenancing as 
revejies of vague enthusiasm many things which will one day 
seem so natural to human beings, that injiJstice wilJ^probably 
be done to those who once thought them chimerical. • But, in 
my st5te of mind, this ap^earanc^ of superiority to illusion 
added to the effect which Bentham’s doctrines produced on pie, 
by heightening the impression* of mental powei% and the vista 
of improvement which he did open was sufficiently large and 
brilliant to light up m^ life, as well as to give a definite shape 
to my aspirations. ^ 

After this I read, from Jime to time, the most .important jof 
the other works of Bentham which had then seen the light, 
either as written by himself <fr as edited by Dumo«t. This was 
my private reading: wlyle, under my father’s direction, my 
studies were carried injo the higfief branch<^s of analytic 
psychology. I now read Locke’s Essay, and wrote out alS 
account of it, consisting of a complete abstract of every chapter, 
with such remarks as occurred to me ; which was read by, or (I 
think) to, my father, and discussed throughout. I performed 
the same process with Halvethis de r Esprit, which I read of riljib 
own choice. This preparation of abstracts, subject to my# 
father’s censorship, was of great service to me, by compelling 
precision in conceiving and expressing psychological doctrines, 
whether accepted as truths or only regarded as the opinion of 
others. After Helvctitis, my father made me study what h# 
deemed the really master-production in the philosophy of mind, 
Hartley’s Ohscrindions on Man, This book, though it did not, 
like the Traite de Legislation, give a new colour t^ my existence, 
made a very similar impression on ipe in regard to its immediate 
subject. Hartley’s explanation, incomplete as in many points it 
is, of the more complex mental phenomena by the law of 
association, commended itself to me at once as a real analysis, 
and made me feel by contrast the insufficiency of the merely 
verbal generalizations of Condillac, and even of thfi instructive 
gropings and feelings about for psychological explanations, of 



40 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


Locke* It was at this very feme that my father commenced 
writing his Afw/i/m of the Miiid, which carried Hartley’s mode 
of explaining the mental phenomena to so mi|ch greater length 
and depth. He could only command jfche concentration ^of 
necesSary for this work, during the complete leislife of 
his holiday fd*!- a month or ji^ix weeks annually: and he com- 
menced it in the summer of 1 822, in the first holiday he passed 
at Dorking ; in which neighbourhood, from that time to the end 
of his life, with the exception of two years, he lived, as fai* as 
his official duties permitted, for six months of every year. He 
worked* at the Analyxls during several successive vacations, up 
to the year 1829, when ife was published, and allowed me to 
refid the manuscript, portion bjy' |K)rtion, as it advanced. The 
other principffl English writers^' on mental philosophy I read as 
I felt ^inclined, particularly Berkeley, Hume’s Essays, Reid, 
Dugald Stewart and Brown on Cause and Effect. Brown’s 
Lectures, I did not read until two or three years later, nor at that 
tkne had my father himself read thc#n. 

Among the wprks read in the course of this year, which con- 
tributed maftrially to my devclo^mient, I ought to mention a 
book (written on the foundation of ^somc of Bentham’s manu- 
^ripts and published uncler the ps<gudonym of Philip Beau- 
^amp) entitled Analysis of the Influence of Natural Rcli^on on 
the Temporal Happiness of MankuiiL This was an examination 
not of the truth, but of the usefulness of religious belief, in the 
most general sense, apart fnmi the peculiarities of any special 
"fevelation ; which, of all the parts of the discussion concerning 
• religion, is the most important in this age, in which real belief 
i3| any religious doctrine is feeble and precarious, but the 
Cipinion of its necessity for moral and social purposes almost 
^universal ; and when those who reject revelation, very generally 
take refuge in an optimistic Deism, a worship of the order of 
Nature, and the supposed course of Providence, at least as full 
of coiftradictions, and perverting to the moral sentiments, as 
any of the jfcrms of Christianity, if only it is as completely 
realized. Yet very little, •.with any claim to a philosophical 
character, has been written by sceptics against the usefulness 
of this form of belief. The volume bearing the name of Philip 
Beauchamp had this for its special object. Having been shown 
to my father in manuscript, it was put into my hands by him, 
and I riuide a marginal analysis of it as I had done of the 
Eleynenls of Politked E^conomy. Next to the Traite de lAgis^ 
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lation, it was one of the books wMeh by the searching character 
of its analysis produced the greatest eiiect upon me. On 
reading it lately lifter ^ an interval of many years, I 4ind it to 
havig^ome of tlie defects as well as the merits of the Benthamic 
modes of thought, and to contain, as I now thiifk, many 
arguments, but with a great ovcM’balance of sound ones, and 
much good material for a more comjdetely philosophic and 
conclusive treatment of the subject. • 

I Jhave now, I believe, mentioned all the books which had 
any considerable effect on my early merital dcvt?iopment. 
From ^Jiis point I began to jcarry on my intellectual cultivation 
by writing still more than by readiiifir. In the summer of 1 822 
I wrote my first argumentative essay. I reniember very little 
about it, except that it was an attack on wha# 1 regarded as 
the aristocratic j)rejud^e, that the rich were, or wer^ likely 
to be, superior ill moral qualities to the poor. My performance 
was entirely argumentative, without any of the declamation 
which the subject would tclmit of, and might bef expected -to 
suggest to a young writer. In that departmeqj;, however, I was, 
and remained, very inapt, 6ry argument was thS only thing I 
could manage, or willingly attempted though passively 1 was 
very susceptible to the etfect of all composition, whether in tljg 
form of poetry or oratory, which appealed to the feelings on 
any ba^is .of reason. My father, who knew nothing of this 
essay until it was finished, was well satisfied, and, as 1 learnt 
from others, even pleased with it ; but, perhaps from a desire to 
promote the exercise of other mental faculties than the pur^ 
logical, he advised me to make my next exercise in compositioUP 
one of the oratorical kind ; on vrhich suggestion, availing myjplf 
of my familiarity with Greek history and ideas, and with the 
Athenian orators, I wrote two speeches, one an accusation, thg 
other a defence of Pericles, on a supposed impeachment for not 
marching out to fight the Lacedemonians on their invasion of 
Attica. After this I continued to write papers on subjects often 
very much beyond my capacity, but with grerft benefit both 
from the exercise itself, and from^the discussions which it led 
to with my father. 

I had now also begun to converse, on general subjects, with 
the instructed men with whom I came in contact : and the 
opportunities of such contact naturally became more numerous. 
The two friends of my father from whom I derived most, and 
with whom^I most associated, were Mr. Grote and Mr. John 
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Austin. The acquaintance of •both with my father Was recent, 
but had ripened rapidly into intimacy. Mr. Grote was intro- 
duced to ^ny father by Mr. Ricardo, I thihk in* 1819 (l)eing then 
about twenty-five years old), and sought assiduously his s^o&y 
» conversation. Already a highly instructed man, he was 
yet, by the side of my father, a tyro in the great subjects of 
human opinion ; but he raj)idly seized on my father’s best ideas; 
and in the department of political opinion he made himself 
known as early as^l8!20, by a pamphlet in defence of Radical 
Reform, Tti reply to a celebrated article by Sir James Mackin- 
tosh, then lately published in the Edinburgh Review^^ Mr. 
Grote’s father, the banker, •was, I believe, a thorough Tory, and 
his* mother intensely Evangelical; so that for his liberal 
opinions he ^vas in no way indebted to home influences. But, 
unlike «.most persons who have the prQspect of being rich by 
inheritance, he had, though actively engaged in the business of 
bankings devoted a great portiem of time to philosophic studies ; 
aifd his intimacy with my father •did much to decide the 
character of the «ext stage in his mental progress. Him 1 often 
visited, and my conversations with him on political, moral, and 
philosophical subjects gav^e me, in addition to much valuable 
isstruction, all the pleasure and bentfit of sympathetic com- 
munion with a man of the high intellectual and moral eminence 
which his life and writings have since manifested to- the world. 

Mr. Austin, who was four or five years older than Mr. Grote, 
the eldest son of a retired miller in Suffolk, who had made 
money by contracts during the war, and who must have been a 
^man of remarkable qualities, as I infer from the fact that all 
hiy sons were of more than common ability and all eminently 
gentlemen. The one with whom we are now concerned, and 
(vhose writings on jurisprudence have made him celebrated, 
was for some time in the army, and served in Sicily under Lord 
William Bentinck. After the Peace he sold his commission and 
studiea for the bar, to which he had been called for'feome time 
before my fafher knew him. He was not, like Mr, Grote, to 
any extent, a pupil of my ftither, but he had attained, by read- 
ing and thought, a considerable number of the same opinions, 
modified by his own very decided individuality of character. 
He was a man of great intellectual powers, which in conver- 
sation appeffred at their very best ; from the vigour and richness 
of expression with which, under the excitement of discussion, 
he was accustomed to maintain some view or o^^her of most 



FIRST STAGE OF SELF-EDUCATION 43 

general subjects; and from an appearance of not only strong, 
but deliberate and collected will ; mixed with a certain bitter- 
ness, partly deriyed from temperament, and partly# from the 
gpneral cast of his f|;elings and reflections. The dissatisfaction 
witBTlife and the world, felt more or less in the present stat*^ pf 
society and intellect by every dyscerning and nighly conscien- 
tious mind, gave in his case a rather melancholy tinge to the 
character, very natural to those whose passive mojpal suscepti- 
bilities are more than proj)ortioiied to their active energies. 
For it must be said, that the strength df will of which his 
manner seemed to give such strong assurance, expended itself 
principally in manner. With gr^t zeal for human improve- 
ment, a strong sense of duty, and capacities and acquirements 
the extent of which is proved by the writings^he has left, he 
hardly ever complet^ any intellectual task of majpiitude. 
He had so high a standard of what ought to be done, so exag- 
gerated a sense of deficiencies in bis own performances, and 
was so unable to content himself with the amount of elaboration 
sufficient for the occasion and the purpose,^that he not only 
spoilt much of his work fcftr ordinary use by o^rlabouring it, 
but spent so much time^ and exertion .in superfluous study and 
thought, that when his fcisk ought lb have been completed, he 
had generally worked himself into an illness, -without having 
half finished what he undertook. From this mental infirmity 
(of which he is not the sole example among the accomplished 
and able men whom I hfive known), combined with liability to 
frequent attacks of disabling though not dangerous ilbhea][Vh, 
he accomplished, through life, little in comparison with wha4 
he seemed capable of ; but -w^hat he did produce is held in the 
very highest estimation by the most competent judges ; and, 
like Coleridge, he might plead as a set-off that he had been 
many persons, through his conversation, a source not only of 
much instruction but of great elevation of character. On me 
his influence was most salutary. It was moral in the befffc sense. 
He took a sincere and kind interest in me, fjr beyond what 
could have been expected towards mere youth from a man of 
his age, standing, and what seemed austerity of character. 
There was in his conversation and demeanour a tone of higb- 
mindedness which did not show itself so much, if the quality 
existed as much, in any of the other persons with whom at that 
time I associated. My intercourse with him was the more 
beneficial, owing to his being of a different mental type from 
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all other intellectual men whom I frequented, and he from the 
first set himself decidedly against the prejudices and narrow- 
nesses wIkcIi are almost sure to be found in a yimng man formed 
by a particular mode of thought or a parti(;ular social circle. 

youngef brother, Charles Austin, of whom at this^ime 
and for the next year or two J^^saw much, had also a great effect 
on me, though of a very different description. He was but a 
few years .older than myself, and had then just left the 
Universit}^, where he had shone with great eclat as a of 
intellect *Hnd a brilliant orator and convener. The effect he 
produced on his Cambridge contemporaries deserves Jto be 
accounted an historical evacit ; for to it may in part be traced 
the^tendency towards Liberalism in general, and the Benthamic 
, and politico-ecdnomic form of it ifi particular, which showed itself 
in a portion of the more active-minded ygung men of the higher 
classes from this lime to 18 ^U). The Union Debating Society, 
at that time at the height of its reputation, was an arena where 
what were then thought extreme i opinions, in politics and 
philosophy, wer^. weekly asserted, face to face with their 
opposites, befbre audiences consisting of the <Uite of the Cam- 
bridge youth : and though jnuny persq^is afteiwards of more or 
Ig^s note (of whom JiOrd Macaulay cs the most celebrated) 
gained their first oratorical laurels in those debates, the really 
influential mind among these intellectual gladiators \vas Charles 
Austin. He continued, after leaving the University, to be, by 
his conversation and personal ascendency, a leader among the 
^Sne class of young men who had been his associates there ; 
%nd he atbiched me among others to his car. Through him I 
became acquainted with Macaulay, Hyde and Charles Villiers, 
Strutt (now Lord Belper), Romilly (now Lord Romilly and 
faster of the Rolls), and various others who subsequently 
figured in literature or politics, and among whom I heard 
discussions on many topics, as yet to a certain degree new to 
me. The influence of Charles Austin over me differed from 
that of the peftous I have hitherto mentioned, in being not the 
influence of a man over a boy, but that of an elder con- 
temporary. It was through him that 1 first felt myself, not a 
pupil under teachers, but a man among men. He was the first 
person of intellect whom I met on a ground of equality, though 
as yet much his inferior on that common ground. He was a 
man wlio never failed to impress greatly tliose with whom he 
came in contact, even when their opinions were the very 
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reverse of Jiis. The impression Jie gave was that of boundless 
strength, together with talents which, combined with sucli 
apparent force pf will and character, seemed cjyialfle of 
dominating the worlc^ Those who knew him, whether friendly 
to hitn or not, always anticipated that he would play a con- 
spicuous part in public life. It ij^ seldom that nien produce so‘ 
great an immediate effect by speech, unless they, in some 
degree^ lay themselves out for it ; and he did this in no 
ordinary degree. He loved to strike, and even to sfartle. He 
knew that decision is the greatest element of effect^ and he 
utterejJ his opinions with all the decision he could th*ow into 
them, never so well pleased fis whe^\ he astonished anyone by 
their audacity. Very unlike his brother, who made war agayist 
the narrower interpretations aAd applications oS the principles 
they both j)rofessed, ^ he, on the contrary, presented the 
Benthamic doctrines in the most startling form of wliicL they 
were susceptible, exaggerating everything in them which 
tended to consequences offensive to anyone’s preconceived 
feelings. All which, he defended with such verve and vivacity, 
and carried off by a manrief so agreeable as weil as forcible, 
that he always either caiye off victor, or. divided the honours of 
the field. It is my belfcf that inufli of the notion popularly 
entertained of the tenets and sentiments of what are callccT 
Benthamites or Utilitarians had its origin in paradoxes thrown 
out by* Charles Austin. It must be said, however, that his 
example was follo^ved, hand passihus a'tjuu, by younger pro- 
selytes, and that to outrer whatever was by anybody considered 
offensive in the doctrines and maxims of Benthamism, became^i 
at one time the badge of a small coterie of youths. All of these 
who had anything in them, myself among others, quickly dht- 
grew this boyish vanity ; and those who had not, became tired 
of differing from other people, and gave up both the good and 
the bad part of the heterodox opinions they had for some time 
professed^ ^ 

It was in the winter of 1822-3 that I formed the plan of a 
little society, to be composed of young men agreeing in funda- 
mental principles — acknowledging Utility as their standard in 
ethics and politics, and a certain number of the principal 
corollaries drawn from it in the philosophy I had accepted — and 
meeting once a fortnight to read essays and discuss questions 
conformably to the jjremises thus agreed on. Thft fact would 
hardly be worth mentioning, but for the circumstance, that the 
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name I gave to the society l^had planned was the*. Utilitarian 
Society. It was the first time that anyone had taken the title 
of Utilitarian ; and the term made its way into the language, 
from this humble source. I did not invei^ the word, but foupd 
it i n one of Guilt’s novels, the AntiaU o f the Parish, in whiclT the 
'Scotch clergytnan, of whom^ the book is a supposed autobio- 
graphy, is represented as warning his parishioners not to leave 
the Gospel and become utilitarians. With a boy’s fondness for 
a name ari& a banner 1 seized on the word, and for some years 
called rr^self and (fthers by it as a sectarian appellation ; and it 
came 1^) be occasionally used by some others holding the 
opinions which it was intei^led to designate. As those opinions 
attracted more notice, the term was repeated by strangers and 
opponents, anci got into rather <K)mnion use just about the time 
when those who had originally assumed it, laid down that along 
with other sectarian characteristics. Tne Society so called con- 
sisted at first of no more than three members, one of whom, 
b^ing jVlr. Beritliam’s amanuensis, obtained for us permission to 
hold our meetings in his house. The number never, I think, 
reached ten,4ana the Society wa^ broken up in 182(5. It had 
thus an existence of about three yej\rs and a half. The chief 
effect of it as regards m;^self, over q^nd above the benefit of 
"practice in oral discussion, was that of bringing me in contact 
with several young men at that time less advanced than myself, 
among whom, as they professed the same opinions, I was for 
some time a sort of leader, and had considerable influence on 
tkeir mental progress. Any young man of education who fell 
jn my way, and whose opinions W'ere not incompatible with 
those of the Society, I endeavoured to press into its service ; 
anfi some others I probably should never have known, had they 
not joined it. Those of the members who became my intimate 
Companions — ^no one of whom was in any sense of the word a 
disciple, but all of them independent thinkers on their own 
basis-*were William Eyton Tooke, son of the eminent political 
economist, a ^oung man of singular worth both moral and 
intellectual, lost to the world by an early death ; his friend 
William Ellis, an original thinker in the field of political 
economy, now honourably known by his apostolic exertions for 
the improvement of education; George Graham, afterwards 
official assignee of the Bankruptcy Court, a thinker of originality 
and power t)n almost all abstract subjects ; and (from the time 
when he came first to England to study for the bar in 1824 or 
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1825) a man who has made comsiderably more noise in the 
world than any of these^ John Arthur Roebuck. 

In May^ 1828^ any professional occupation and stati^e flSrthe 
naxt. thirty-five years^of my life^ were decided by my father s 
obtaining for me an appointment from the East India Company, 
in the office of the Examiner of j^ndia Correspoildence, imme- 
diately under himself. I was appointed in the usual manner, at 
the bottom of the list of clerks, to rise, at least m the first 
instance, by seniority ; but with the understanding that I should 
be employed from the beginning in prepifl-ing drafts of de- 
spatches, and be thus trained up as a successor those 
who then filled the higher depart^nents of the office* My 
drafts of course required, for some time, much revision fnpm 
my immediate superiors, but I* soon became w^ll acquainted 
with the business, and father’s instructions ai]^ the 

general growth of my own powers, 1 was in a few years qualified 
to be, and practically was, the chief conductor of tl\p corre- 
spondence with India in o»ie of the leading dcpa>tments, ilyit 
of the Native States. This continued to be^my official duty 
until I was apj)ointed Examiner, only two years before the time 
when the abolition of the East India Company as a political 
body determined my retirement. I do not know any one of 
the occupations by which a subsistence can now be gained^ * 
more suitable than such as this to anyone who, not being in in- 
dependent circumstances, desires to devote a part of the 
tventy-four hours to private intellectual pursuits. Writing 
for the press cannot be recommended as a permanent resource ito 
anyone qualified to accomplish anything in the higher depart-* 
ments of literature or thought: not only on account of the 
uncertainty of this means of livelihood, especiall)^ if the wrfter 
has a conscience, and will not consent to serve any opinions ex- 
cept his own ; but also because the writings by which one can 
live are not the writings which themselves live, and are never 
those in trhich the writer does his best. Books destiffed to 
form future thinkers take too much time to write, and when 
written come, in general, too slowly into notice and repute, to 
be relied on for subsistence. Those who have to support them- 
selves by their pen must depend on literary drudgery, or at 
best on writings addressed to the multitude ; and can employ 
in the pursuits of their own choice, only such time as they can 
spare from those of necessity ; which is generally Ibss than the 
leisure allowed by office occupations, while the effect on the 
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mind is far more enervating ap.d fetiguing. For my*>own part I 
iiave, through life^ found office duties an actual rest from the 
othel^i^ntal occupations wJ)ich I have carried^on sinmlhineously 
with them. 'I'hey were sufficiently intelV'ctual not to he a dis- 
tiisteful drudgerVj without being such as to cause any strain uj)on 
the mental {)oSvers of a persop used to abstract thought, or to the 
labour of careful literary composition. The drawbacks, for every 
mode of li^e has its drawbacks, were not, however, unfelt by 
me. I cared little for the loss of the chances of richest and 
honoursr^ield out tty some of the professions, particularly the 
bar, which had been, as I have already said, the profession 
thought of for me. But I ^as not indifferent to exclusion from 
Parliament, and public life : and 1 felt very sensibly the more 
immediate unpleasantness of confinement to London ; the holiday 
allow^ by India House practice not e^^jeeding a month in the 
year, while my taste was strong for a country life, and my 
sojourn jii France had left behind it an ardent desire of travel- 
ling. But tiiough these tastes couW not be freely indulged, 
they were at no Jime entirely sacrificed. I passed most Sundays, 
throughout the year, in the country, taking long rural walks on 
that day even when residing in Londpn. The month’s holiday 
was, for a few years, passed at my father’s house in the country; 
"Afterwards a part or the whole was spent in tours, chiefly 
pedestrian, with some one or more of the young men who were 
my chosen companions; and, at a later period, in longer 
journeys or excursions, alone or with other friends. France^ 
Belgium, and Rhenish Germany were within easy reach of the 
^annual holiday : and two longer absences, one of three, the 
other of six months, under medical advice, added Switzerland, 
th? Tyrol, and Italy to my list. Fortunately, also, both these 
journeys occurred rather early, so as to give the benefit and 
charm of the remembrance to a large portion of life. 

I am disposed to agree with what has been surmised by 
other^^that the opportunity which my official position gave me 
of learning by*personal observation the necessary conditions of 
the practical conduct of public affairs, has been of considerable 
value to me as a theoretical reformer of the opinions and 
institutions of my time. Not, indeed, that public business 
trairsacted on paper, to take effect on the other side of the 
globe, was of itself calculated to give much practical knowledge 
of life. But the occupation accustomed me to see and hear the 
difficulties of every course, and the means of obviating them. 
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stated and discussed de]iberately#with a view to execution : it 
gave me opportunities of })erceiving when public measures, 
other political fact®, did not produce the effects which hj^cl*^en 
eXjDected of them, an/i from what causes ; above all, it was 
valuable to me by making me, in tliis portion ol»niy activity, 
merely one wheel in a machine, Jthe whole of 'Arhich had to 
work together. As a speculative writer, I should have had no one 
to consult but myself, and should h«ave encountered in iny spec- 
ulaticins none of the obstacles which would have Started up 
whenever they came to be applied to pftictice. lliirt as a 
Secretsyy conducting political correspondence, I covjd not 
issue an order, or express an opinion,^without satisfying various 
persons very unlike myself, that the thing was fit to be doije. 
I was thus in a good position for finding out ly practice the 
mode of putting a thought which gives it easiest admittance 
into minds not prepared for it by habit ; while I became 
practically conversant with the difficulties of moving bodies of 
men, the necessities of coiaapromise, the art of saf*rificmg tl^e 
non-essential to preserve the essential. I learnt how to obtain 
the best I could, when I couM not obtain cverytlfing ; instead 
of being indignant or dispirited because I could not have entirely 
my own way, to be pleaseckand encouraged when 1 could have the 
smallest part of it ; and when even that could not be, to bear 
with complete equanimity the being overruled altogether, I 
have found, through life, these acejuisitions to be of the greatest 
possible importance for jiersonal happiness, and they are also a 
very necessary condition for enabling anyone, either as theoria«» 
or as practical man, to effect the greatest amount of good com- 
patible with his opportunities. 



CHAPTER IV 

*! 

yOWajTHFUL PnWAQANDISM. THE '^WESTMINSTER REVIEW ' 

The occupation of so mu^-h of my time by office work did not 
reJax my attention to my own pursuits, which were never car- 
ried on more( vigorously . It was about this time that I began 
to write in newspapers. The first writings of mine which got 
into print were tAvo letters published towards the end of 1822 , 
in ^Travatl^r evening newspaper. The TraiK*Uer (which 
afterAvards grew into the Ghbe arikl Traveller, by the purchase 
and incorporation of the Globe) was then the property of the 
well-known *lJolitical economist, *001000! Torrens, and under 
the editorship of an able man, Mr. Walter Coulson (who, after 
being an amanuensis of Bentham/ became a reporter, then 
‘an editor, next a barrister and conveyancer, and died Counsel to 
the Home Office), it had become one of the most important 
newspaper organs of Liberal politics. Colonel Torrens nimself 
AATote much of the political economy of his paper ; and had at 
this time made an attack upon some opinion of Ricardo and my 
father, to which, at my father’s instigation, I attempted an 
answf 3 r, and Coulson, out of consideration for my father and 
gobdwill to me, inserted it. There was a reply by Torrens, to 
which I again rejoined. I soon after attempted something 
considerably more ambitious. The prosecutions of Richard 
Carlile and his wife and sister for publications hostile to Chris- 
tiani"^ were then exciting much attention, and nowhere more 
than among tiie people I frequented. Freedom of discussion 
even in politics, much more in religion, was at that time far 
from being, even in theory, the conceded point which it at least 
seems to be now ; and the holders of obnoxious opinions had to 
be always ready to argue and re-argue for the liberty of ex- 
pressing them. I wrote a series of five letters, under the 
signature of Wickliffe, going over the whole length and breadth 
of the question of free publication of all opinions on religion, 
• 50 
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and offered them to the Momir^ C^nmkla, Three of them were 
published in January and February^ 3 8^S ; the other two^ ccnj-. , 
taining things too^ outspoken for that journal, never appittiyed 
at, all. But a paper which I wrote soon after on the same 
subject^ d propos of a* debate in the House of Cjjnimons, was 
inserted as a leading article ; and c^iring the whole of this year, 
1823, a considerable number of my contributions were printed 
in the Chronicle and Ti^iweller : sometimes notices of books, but 
often^r letters, commenting on some nonsense talked* in Parlia- 
ment, or some defect of the law, or misdoing* of the ma'^tracy 
or the courts of justice. In this last department the Cjjtronicle 
was now rendering signal service. ^ After the death of Mr. 
Perry, the editorship and management of the paper had 
devolved on Mr. John Black, Ipng a reporter on its establiAi- 
ment ; a man of most extensive reading and information, great 
honesty and simplicity of mind ; a particular friend oi my 
father, imbued with many of his and Benthain's ideas, which 
he reproduced in his articles, among other valuable thoughts, 
with great facility and skill. From this time the Clmmicle 
ceased to be the merely Whig organ it was bt?Jbr% and during 
the next ten years becamg to a considerable extent a vehicle of 
the opinions of the Utilitarian Radicals." This was mainly by 
what Black himself wrote, with some assistance from Foii- ' 
blanque, who first showed his eminent qualities as a writer by 
articles*and Jcwj? d' esprit in the Chronicle. The defects of the 
law, and of the administration of justice, were the subject on 
which that paper rendered most service to improvement. Up 
to that time hardly a word had been said, except by Bentham 
and my father, against that most peccant part of English insti- 
tutions and of their administration. It was the almost univei«al 
creed of Englishmen, that the law of England, the judicature 
of England, the unpaid magistracy of England, were models of 
excellence. I do not go beyond the mark in saying, that after 
Bentham,* who supplied the principal materials, the greatest 
share of the merit of breaking down this wretcligd superstition 
belongs to Black, as editor of the J^Jorning Chronicle. He kept 
up an incessant fire against it, exposing the absurdities and 
vices of the law and the courts of justice, paid and unpaid, 
until he forced some sense of tliem into people’s minds. On 
many other questions he became the organ of opinions much in 
advance of any which had ever before found regular advocacy 
in the. newspaper press. Black was a frequent visitor of my 



52 AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

father, and Mr. Grole used tf) say that he always Jtnew by the 
JJdonday morning's article whether Black had been with my 
fatltb-" pn the Sunday. Black w*is one of the most influential of 
the many channels through whicli my father s conversation Q.nd 
personal inflTience made his opinions fell on the world; co- 
operating with the effect , of his writings in making him a 
power in the country such as it has rarely been the lot of an 
individual in a j)rivate station to be, through the mere force of 
intellect knd character : and a power which was often feting 
the iraast efficiently where it was least seen and suspected. I 
have £5,Iready noticed how much of what was done by Ricardo, 
Hume, and Grote was tht^ result, in part, of his prompting and 
persuasion. He was the good genius by the side of Brougham 
in most of w^hat he did for th^ public, either on education, law 
reform, or any other subject. And his ^pfliience flowed in minor 
streams too numerous to be speciiied. This influence was now 
about to receive a great extension by the foundation of the 
Wesimtnster^Revien\ t 

Contrary to what may have been supposed, my hither was in 
no degree a. paVty to setting up •'the IVeabnimier Remeiv. The 
need of a Radical organ to make h^ad against the Edinburgh 
and Huarterly (then in the period of« their greatest reputation 
" and inHuence) had been a topic of conversation between 
him and Mr. Bentham many years earlier, and it had been 
a part of their Chalena en Espagrie that my father should be the 
editor; but the idea had never assumed any practical shape. 
In 18i2.‘3, how^ever, Mr. Bentham determined to establish 
the Review at his own cost, and offered the editorship to 
my father, who declined it as incompatible with his India 
House appointment. It wvis then entrusted to Mr. (now Sir 
John) Bowring, at that time a merchant in the City. Mr. 
•Bowring had been for tw^o or three years previous an assiduous 
frequenter of Mr. Bentham, to whom he was recommended 
by fftany personal good qualities, by an ardent admiration 
for Benthan^ a zealous adoption of many, though not all 
of his opinions, and, not Ijpast, by an extensive acquaintance- 
ship and correspondence with Liberals of all countries, which 
seemed to qualify him for being a powerful agent in spreading 
Bentham’s fame and doctrines through all quarters of the 
world. My father had seen little of Bowring, but knew 
enough of* him to have formed a strong opinion, that he 
was a man of an entirely different type from what my 
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father considered suitable for conducting a political and 
philosophical Review: and he augured so ill of the enterprise 
that he regretted^ it altogether, feeling persuaded nqf#^nJy 
that Mr, Bcntham would lose his money, but that discredit 
would probably be brought upon Radical priijciplcs. He 
could not, however, desert Mr. Bcntham, and he consented 
to write an article for the first number. As it had been a 
favourite portion of the scheme formerly talked of, that 
part qf the work should be devoted to reviewing Wie otlier 
Reviews, this article of my father’s was to be a generid^riti- 
cism of ^the Edinburgh Review from its commencement. J5efoi*e 
writing it he made me read through all the volumes of the 
Review^ or as much of each as seemed of any importan<;e 
(which was not so arduous a ^jisk in 182,” asJt would l)e 
now), and make notes f|j|^r him of the articles which I thought 
he would wish to examine, either on account of their good 
or their bad qualities. This paper of my father s was the 
chief cause of the sensati#»n which the IVesiwh^ier ^Review 
produced at its first appearance, and is, both in conception 
and in execution, one of the ftiost striking of ;?11 Itis writings. 
He began by an analy^s of the tendencies of periodical 
literature in general ; pointing out, that it cannot, like books, 
wait for success, but must succeed immediately or not at 
all, and is ,hence almost certain to profess and inculcate 
the opinions already held by the public to which it addresses 
itself, instead of attempting to rectify or improve those 
opinions. He next, to characterize tJie position of the 
Edinburgh Review as a political organ, entered into a complete ^ 
anal 3 rsis, from the Radical point of view’, of the British 
Constitution. He held up to notice its thoroughly aristocraMc 
character: the nomination of a majority of the House of 
Commons by a few hundred families ; the entire identification * 
of the more independent portion, the county members, 
with the great landholders ; the different classes whom^his 
narrow oligarchy was induced, for convenience, t|t» admit to a 
share of power ; and finally, what» he called its two props, 
the Church, and the legal profession. He pointed out the 
natural tendency of an aristocratic body of this coni]K)sition, to 
group itself into two parties, one of them in possession of the 
executive, the other endeavouring to supplant the former and 
become the predominant section by the aid of public opinion, 
without any essential sacrifice of the aristocratical predomin- 
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ance* He described the course likely to be pur^^ued^ and the 
political ground occupied, by an aristocratic party in opposition, 
clJq^g'^tting with popular principles for the sake of popular 
suppoH. He showed how this idea was realized in the pon- 
duct of th^ Whig party, and of the '^Edinburgh Review as its 
chief literary organ. He ^described, as their main character- 
istic, what he termed seesaw”; writing alternately on both 
sides of the question which touched the power or interest of 
the governing classes ; sometimes in different articles,^ some- 
time«vin differei't parts of the same article : and illustrated 
his position by copious specimens. So formidable an attack 
on the Whig party and policy had never before been made; iior 
had so great a blow ever been struck, in this country, for Radical- 
ism; nor was there, I belieye, any living person capable of 
writing that^article except my father.* 

ffi the meantime the nascent Review had formed a junction 
with another project, of a purely literary periodical, to be 
edited by JVlr. Henry Southern, u^Ierw^ards a diplomatist, then 
a literary man by profession. The two editors agreed to unite 
their corps, ahd divide the editorship. Bowring taking the 
political, Southern the literary department. Southern's Review 
was to have been published by Longwian, and that firm, though 
part proprietors of the Edinburgh, were willing to be the 
publishers of the new journal. But when all the arrangements 
had been made, and the prospectuses sent out, tte Longmans 
saw my father’s attack on the Edinburgh, and drew back. My 
father was now appealed to for his interest with his own 
pubh'sher, Baldwin, which was exerted with a successful result. 
And so in April, I Si^4, amidst anything but hope on my father’s 
purt, and that of most of those who afterwj^rds aided in 
carrying on the Review, the first number made its appearance. 

That number was an agreeable surprise to most of us. The 
average of the articles was of much better quality than had 
expected. The literary and artistic depautment bad 
rested chief!;" on Mr. Bingham, a barrister (subsequently a police 
magistrate), who had bef;n for some years a frequenter of 
Bentham, was a friend of both the Austins, and had adopted 
with great ardour Mr. Bentham’s philosophical opinions. 

* The continuation of this article in the second number of the Revim 
was written by me under my father’s eye, and (except as practice in 
composition, in which respect it was, to me, more useful than anything 
else I ever wrote) was of little or no value. 
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Partly from accident, there were ki the first number as many 
as five articles by Bingham ; and we were extremely pleased 
with them. I welUremeniber the mixed feeling I mys«ilf had 
about the Reinew; the joy of finding, what we did not at all 
expect, that it was sufficiently good to be capaWe of being 
made a creditable organ of those# who held the opinions it 
professed ; and extreme vexation, since it was so good on the 
whole, at what we thought the blemishes of it. When, how- 
ever, in addition to our generally favourable opinion of it, we 
learned that it had an extraordinary largft sale for -zT first 
number^ and found that the appearance of a Radical Review, 
with pretensions equal to those of tlie established organs of 
parties, had excited much attention, there could be no room 
for hesitation, and we all became eager in doin^ ever3rthiiig 
we could to strengthen mid improve it. ^ 

My father continued to writ6 occasional articles. The 
Quarterly Review received its exposure, as a sequel to that of 
the Edinbjirgk. Of his otlnft- contributions, the mos^ importanj. 
were an attack on Southey’s Book of the Ckundt, in the fifth 
number, and a political article in the twelMi. Austin 

only contributed one pap<5r, but one of gjreat merit, an argu- 
ment against primogenitfre, in reply to an article then lately 
published in the Edinburgh Review by McCulloch. Grote also 
was a contributor only once ; all the time he could spare being 
already taken up with his History of Greece. The article he 
wrote was on his own subject, and was a very complete ex- 
posure and castigation of Mitford. Bingham and Charles 
Austin continued to write for some time ; Fonblanque was a 
frequent contributor from the third number. Of my particular 
associates, Ellis was a regular writer up to the ninth numbd!* ; 
and about the time when he left off, others of the set began ; ^ 
Eyton Tooke, Graham, and Roebuck. I was myself the most 
frequent writer of all, having contributed, from the second 
number tefthe eighteenth, thirteen articles ; reviews of iBooks 
on history and political economy, or discussions on special political 
topics, as com laws, game laws, law of libel. Occasional articles 
of merit came in from other acquaintances of my father’s, and, 
in time, of mine ; and some of Mr. Bowring's writei*s turned out 
well. On the whole, however, the conduct of the Review was 
never satisfactory to any of the persons strongly interested in 
its principles, with whom I came in contact. Hardly ever did 
a number come out without containing several things extremely 
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offensive to us, either in point of opinion, of taste^ or by mere 
•w^t of ability, 'file unfavourable judgments passed by my 
fiiffieiv. Orote, the two Austins, and others, were re-echoed 
with exaggeration by us younger people ; and as our youthful 
zeal ronder^'d us by no means backward* in making complaints, 
we led the two editors a sa^ life. From my knowledge of what 
I then was, 1 have no doubt that we were at least as often 
wrong as right ; and I am very certain that if the Review had 
been carrfed on according to our notions (1 mean those pf the 
junidfts), it would have been no better, perhaps not even so good 
as it was. But it is worth noting as a fact in the hjstory of 
Benthamism, that the periodical organ, by wliich it was best 
known, was from the first extremely unsatisfactory to those 
whose opinions on all subje^its it was supposed specially to 
represent. ^ , 

Meanwhile, however, the Review made considerable noise in 
the world, and gave a recognised status^ in the arena of opinion 
and discussion, to the Benthamic t^pe of Radicalism, out of all 
proportion to the number of its adherents, and to the personal 
merits and •abilities, at that timfe, of most of those who could 
be reckoned among them. It was- a time, as is known, of 
rapidly rising Liberalism. When tiie fears and animosities 
accompanying the war with France had been brought to an 
end, and people had once more a place in their thoughts for 
home politics, the tide began to set towards reform. The re- 
newed oppression of the Continent by the old reigning families, 
the countenance apparently given by the English Government 
to the conspiracy against liberty called the Holy Alliance, and 
the cnoruKJus w'eight of the national debt and taxation occa- 
stened by so long and costly a war, rendered the government 
and parliament very unpopular. Radicalism, under the leader- 
* ship of the Burdetts and Cobbetts, had assumed a character 
and importance which seriously alarmed the Administration : 
and^hcir alarm had scarcely been temporarily assuaged by the 
celebrated Sex Acts, when the trial of Queen Caroline roused a 
still wider and deeper feeling of hatred. Though the outward 
signs of this hatred passed away with its exciting cause, there 
arose on all sides a si)irit M^hich had never shown itself before, 
of opposition to abuses in detail. Mr. Hume's persevering 
scrutiny of the public expenditure, forcing the House of Com- 
mons to a tiivision on every objectionable item in the estimates, 
had begun to tell with great force on public opinion, and had 
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extorted majiy minor retrenchmejita.from an unwilling admin- 
istration. Political economy had asserted itself with great 
vigour in public affairs, by the petition of the merch^ts of 
London for free tra*de, drawn up in 1820 by Mr. Tooke and pre- 
sented by Mr. Alexander Baring; and by the nol^e exertions 
of Ricardo during the few years of |iis parliamentary life. His 
writings, following up the impulse given by the Bullion con- 
troversy, and followed up in their turn by the expositions and 
comments of my father and McCulloch (whose writings in the 
Edinburgh Review during those years were iDf>st valuable)^ had 
drawn general attention to the subject, making at least partial 
converts in the Cabinet itself"^ and^Hiiskisson, su})ported by 
Canning, had commenced that gradual demolition of tlie pro- 
tective system, which one of theiij colleagues virtually completed 
in 1846, though the last^vestiges were only swept^away by Mr. 
Gladstone in I860. Mr. Peel, then Home Secretary, was enter- 
ing cautiously into the untrodden and peculiarly Benthamic 
path of Law Reform. At this period, wlien Liberalism deemed 
to be becoming the tone of the time, when improvement o*f 
institutions was preached from the highest places, wind a com- 
plete change of the constitution of Parliament was loudly 
demanded in the lowest, it is not str^ftlge 'that attention should 
have been roused by the regular appearance in controversy of 
w'hat seemed a new school of writers, claimijig to be the legis- 
lators a'hd tYieorists of this new tendency. The air of strong 
conviction with which they wrote, when scarcely anyone else 
seemed to have an equally strong faith in as dehuite a creed ; 
the boldness with which they tilted against the very front of 
both the existing political parties ; their uncompromising profes- 
sion of opposition to many of the generally received opinions, amd 
the suspicion they lay under of holding others still more hetero- 
dox than they professed ; the talent and verve of at least my* 
father's articles, and the ai)pearancc of a corps behind him 
sufficient to carry on a Review ; and finally, the fact tha'j^he 
Review was bought and rejul, niade the so-calipd BenLliam 
school in philosophy and politics fill ^ greater place in the public 
mind than it had held before, or has ever again held since other 
equally earnest schools of thought have arisen in England. As 
I was in the headquarters of it, knew of what it was composed, 
and as one of the most active of its very small number, might 
say without undue assumption, quorum pars magna fui^ it belongs 
to me more than to most others, to give some account of it. 
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This supposed school had no other existence than 

what was constituted by the fact^ that my fiither s writings and 
conv^ation drew round him a certain number of young men 
who had already imbibed, or who imbibed from liim^ a greater 
or smaller yprtion of his very decided poi^itical and philosophical 
opinions. The notion that-Bentham was surrounded by a band 
of disciples who received their opinions from his lips, is a fable 
to which my father did justice in his Fragment on Mackin- 
tosh/’ an!l which, to all who knew Mr. Bentham’s habits of life 
and manner of conversation, is simply ridiculous. The intfuence 
which, Bentham exercised was by his writings. Through them 
he has produced, and is producing, effects on the condition of 
ipankind, wider and deeper, no doubt, than any which can be 
attributed to my father. He a much greater name in history. 
But my fath^^ exercised a far greater personal ascendency. He 
WYWSought for the vigour and instructiveness of his conversation, 
and did use it largely as an instrument for the diffusion of his 
opiniohs. JL have never known afiy man who could do such 
ample justice to his best thoughts in colloquial discussion. His 
perfect comsnahd over his great mental resources, the terseness 
and expressiveness of his language /ind the moral earnestness 
as well as intellectual fdree of his delivery, made him one of 
the most striking of all argumentative conversers : and he was 
full of anecdote, a hearty laugher, and, when with people whom 
he liked, a most lively and amusing companion. It 'was not 
solely, or even chiefly, in diffusing his merely intellectual con- 
victions that his power showed itself : it was still more through 
the influence of a quality, of which I have only since learnt to 
appreciate the extreme rarity: that exalted public spirit, and 
regard above all things to the good of the whole, which warmed 
into life and activity every germ of similar virtue that existed 
in the minds he came in contact with : the desire he made 
them feel for his approbation, the shame at his disapproval; 
thrtnoral support which his conversation and his very existence 
gave to thos^ who were aniing at the same objects, and the 
encouragement he afforded to the fainthearted or desponding 
among them, by the firm confidence which (though the reverse 
of sanguine as to the results to be expected in any one particular 
case) he always felt in the power of reason, the general progress 
of improvement, and the good which individuals could do by 
judicious effort. 

It was my father’s opinions which gave the distinguishing 
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character to the Benthamic or utilit;arian propagandism of that 
time. They fell singly^ scattered from him, in many directions, 
but they flowed froip him in a continued stream principf’Jiy in 
three channels. One was through me, the only mind directly 
formed -^by his instructions, and through whom ccuisiderable 
influence was exercised over variousj^^oung men, who became, 
in their turn, propagandists. A second was through some of 
the Cambridge contemporaries of Charles Austin, who, either 
initiate^ by him or under the general mental impulse which he 
gave, had adopted many opinions allied to thdfee of my farUer, 
and som^ of the more considerable of whom afterwards sought 
my father’s acquaintance and frequeqjed his house. Among 
these may be mentioned Strutt, afterwards Lord Helper, and* 
the present Lord Romilly, with | whose eminent . father, Sir 
Samuel, my father had mf old been on terms or friendship. 
The third channel was that of a younger generation of Cam- 
bridge undergraduates, contemporary, not with Austin^ but 
with Eyton Tooke, who were dra-wn to that estimable person by , 
affinity of opinions, and introduced by him to rqy father : the 
most notable of these w^as Chai*les Buller. Various *btber per- 
sons individually received* and transmitted a considerable 
amount of my father’s inflitence : for example. Black (as before 
mentioned) and Fonblanque : most of these, however, we 
accounted on^y partial allies; Fonblanque, for instance, was 
always divergent from us on many important points. But 
indeed there was by no means complete unanimity among any 
portion of us, nor had any of us adopted implicitly all my 
father’s opinions. For example, although his Kssay on Govern- 
meni was regarded proliably by all of us as a masterpiece of 
political wisdom, our adhesion by no means extended to thff 
paragraph of it in which he mainbiins that women may, con- 
sistently with good government, be excluded from the suffrage, 
because their interest is the same with that of men. From this 
doctrine, I, and all those who formed my chosen associates, most 
positively dissented. It is due to iny hither to say that he 
denied having intended to affirm that vwmen shonld be excluded, 
any more than men under the age of forty, concerning whom 
he maintained in the very next paragraph an exactly similar 
thesis. He was, as he truly said, not discussing whether the 
suffrage had better be restricted, but only (assuming that it is to 
be restricted) what is the utmost limit of restriction which does 
not n^cessaril;^ involve a sacrifice of the securities for good 
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government. But I thought then^ as I have ajways thought 
since, that tlie opinion which he acknowledged, no less than 
thatwhich he disclaimed, is as great an error as any of those 
against Mdiich the Essay was directed; fhat the interest ot 
women is^ included in that of men cfkactly as much as the 
interest of subjects is incj|uded in that of kings, and no more ; 
and that every reason which exists for giving the suffrage to 
anybod}^ demands that it should not be withheld from women. 
This was also the general opinion of the younger proselytes ; 
an J^it is jdeasaVit to be able to say that Mr. Bentham, on this 
impQ»*tant point, was wholly on our side. 

But though none of, us, probably, agreed in every respect 
ovith my father, his opinions, as 1 said before, were the 
principal element which gaye its colour and character to the 
li^fle group” of young men who werp the first propagators of 
what was afterwards called Philosophic Radicalism,” Their 
mode of thinking was not characterized by Benthamism in any 
.sense which has relation to Bcni^iam as a chief or guide, but 
rather by a cj)mbiuation of Bentham’s point of view with that 
of the irAbdern political economy, and with the Hartleian 
metaphysics. Malthiis’s populat^n principle was quite as 
much a banner, and pdint of uniov^ among us, as any opinion 
specially belonging to Bentham. This great doctrine, origin- 
ally brought forward as an argument against the indefinite 
improvability ^of human affairs, we took up with ardent 
zeal in the contrary sense, as indicating the sole means of 
realizing that improvability by securing full employment at 
high wages to the whole labouring population through a 
voluntary restriction of the increase of their numbers. The 
Either leading characteristics of the creed, which we held in 
common with my father, may be stated as follows : 

In politics, an almost unbounded confidence in the efficacy 
of two things : representative government, and complete 
^rSedom of discussion. So complete was my father's reliance 
on the influence of reason over the minds of mankind, when- 
ever it is allowed to reych them, that he felt as if all would 
be gained if the whole population were taught to read, if all 
sorts of opinions were allowed to be addressed to them by 
word and in writing, and if by means of the suffrage they could 
nominate a legislature to give effect to the opinions they 
adopted.* He thought that when the legislature no longer 
represented a class interest, it would aim at the general 
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interest^ honestly and with adequate wisdom ; since the people 
would be sufficiently under the guidance of educated intelli- 
gence, to make in general a good choice of persons to 
represent them, add having done so, to leave to those whom 
they had chosen a libr|ral discretion. Accordingly aristocratic 
rule, the government of the Few m any of its shapes, being 
in his eyes the only thing which stood, between mankind and an 
administration of their affairs by the best wisdom to be found 
among them, was the object of his sternest disapprob^ion, and 
a denfocratic suffrage the principal article of his political cl^ed, 
not on the ground of liberty. Rights of Man, or any gf the 
phrases,* more or less significant, by which, up to that time, 
democracy had usually been defended^ but as the most cssenti^ 
of securities for good government.” In this, too, he held fast 
only to what he deeir^d essentials ; he was cbmparativijly 
indifferent to monarchical or republican forms — far niore^ so 
than Bentham, to whom a king, in the character of ^^corrupter- 
general,” appeared necessayly very noxious. Next^ tet Aristo- 
cracy, an established church, or corporation of priests, as being 
by position the great depravers of religion, and interested in 
opposing the progress of the human mind, was the object of 
his greatest detestation ^ though IwB disliked no clergyman 
personally who did not deserve it, and was on terms of 
sincere friendship with several In etliics his moral feelings 
were energclic and rigid on all points which he deemed 
important to human well being, while he was supremely 
indifferent in opinion (though his indifference did not show 
itself in personal conduct) to all those doctrines of the common 
morality, which he thought had no foundation but in asceticism 
and priestcraft. He looked forward, for examj)le, to a con- 
siderable increase of freedom in the relations between the 
sexes, though without pretending to define exactly what would 
be, or oxight to be, the precise conditions of that freedom. 
This opinion was connected in him with no sensuality eithci^^f 
a theoretical or of a practical kind. He anticip^^ted, on tlm 
contrary, as one of the beneficial eff^jets of increased freedom, 
that the imagination would no longer dwell upon the j>hysical 
relation and its adjuncts, and sw'ell this into one of the principal 
objects of life ; a perversion of the imagination and feelings, 
which he regarded as one of the deepest seated and most 
pervadmg evils in the human mind. In psychology, his 
fundamental doctrine was the formation of all human character 
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by circumstances, through tj^e universal Principle of Associa- 
tion, and the consequent unlimited possibility of improving the 
moraLand intellectual condition of mankind by education. 
Of ail his doctrines none was more important than this, or 
needs more to be insisted on; unfortfinatcly there is none 
which is more contradictqfy to the prevailing tendencies of 
speculation, both in his time and since. 

These various opinions were seized on with youthful fanati- 
cism by iSie little knot of young men of whom I was one : and 
we put into thenfe a sectarian spirit, from which, in intention at 
least, my father was wholly free. What we (or rather a 
phantom substituted in the place of us) were sometimes, by a 
ijdiculous exaggeration, called by others, namely a “school/* 
some of us for a time really hoped and aspired to be. The 
Fi^ch pkiloffopkex of the eighteenth cqntury were the examples 
we sought to imitate, and we hoped to accomplish no less 
results. No one of the set went to so great excesses in his 
boyish •ano.bition as 1 did ; whicl\ might be shovi^n by many 
particulars, were it not an useless waste of space and time. 

All this> however, is propei’ly only the outside of our 
existence ; or, at least, the intellectual part alone, and no more 
than one side of that. * In attempl^ing to penetrate inwtird, 
and give any indication of what we were as human beings, I 
must l)e understood as speaking only of myself, of whom alone 
I can speak from suibcient knowledge ; and I do not believe 
that the picture would suit any of my companions without 
many and great modifications. 

I conceive that the description so often given of a Bentham- 
ite, iifj a mere reasoning machine, though extremely inapplicable 

most of those who have been designated by that title, was 
during two or three years of my life not altogether untrue of me. 
It was perhaps as applicable to me as it can well be to anyone 
just entering into life, to whom the common objects of desire 
nitwit in general have at least the attraction of novelty. There 
is nothing ^^ry extraordinary in this fact : no youth of the age 
I then was, can be expeqted to be more than one thing, and 
this was the thing 1 happened to be. Ambition and desire of 
distinction I had in abundance ; and zeal for what I thought the 
good of mankind was my strongest sentiment, mixing with s^nd 
colouring all others. But my zeal was as yet little else, at that 
period of* my life, than zeal for speculative opinions. It had 
not its root in genuine benevolence, or sympathy with mankind } 
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though these qualities held their due place in my ethical 
standard. was it connected ifith any high enthusiasm for 

ideal nobleness. Yet of this feeling 1 was imaginatively very 
susceptible ; but tl^ere was at that time an intermission of its 
natural aliment, poetical culture, while there was a super- 
abundance of the discipline antagonistic to it, that of mere logic 
and analysis. Add to this that, As already mentioned, my 
father’s teachings tended to the undervaluing of feeling. It 
was not that he was himself cold-hearted or insetisible; I 
believe it was rather from the contrary quality^; he thought<ihat 
feeling could take care of itself; that there was sure to be 
enough of it if actions were proj>erly cared about. Offended by 
the frequency with which, in ethical «nd philosophical contro- 
versy, feeling is made the ultimate reason and justification (fi* 
conduct, instead of being itself icalled on for a justification, 
while, in practice, actior^ the effect of which on human happi- 
ness is mischievous, are defended as being required by feeling, 
and the character of a person of feeling obbiins a credit for 
desert, which he thought oni^ due to actions, he had a Teal im- 
patience of attributing praise tp feeling, or of any byt the most 
sparing reference to it, either in the estimation of persons or in 
the discussion of things. •In additio|^ to the influence which 
this characteristic in him*had on me and others, we found all 
the opinions to which we attached most importance, constantly 
attacked on the ground of feeling. Utility was denounced as 
cold calculation ; political economy as hard-hearted ; anti- 
population doctrines as repulsive to the natural feelings of man- 
kind. We retorted by the word sentimentality,” which, along 
with declamation and vague generalities,” served us as 
common terms of opprobrium. Although we were generally jji 
the right, as against those who were opposed to us, the effect 
was that the cultivation of feeling (except the feelings of public 
and private duty) was not in much esteem among us, and had very 
little place in the thoughts of most of us, myself in particulir. 
What we principally thought of, was to alter people’s opinions ; 
to make them believe according to evidence, and’know what 
was their real interest, which when thfey once knew, they w^ould, 
we thought, by the instrument of opinion, enforce a regard to it 
U]:x)n one another. While fully recognising the superior excel- 
lence of unselfish benevolence and love of justice, wc did not 
expect the regeneration of mankind from any direct ^action on 
those sentiments, but from the effect of educated intellect. 
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enlightening the selfish feelings. Although this last is pro- 
digiously important as a mea^s of improvement in'the hands of 
those who are themselves impelled by nobler principles of 
action, I do not believe that any one of the survivors of the 
Benthamites or Utilitarians of that day now relies mainly upon it 
for the general amendment of human coWuct. 

From this neglect both' in theory and in practice of the 
cultivation of feeling, naturally resulted, among other things, an 
undervaluing of poetry, and of Imagination generally, as an 
eleKsent of human nature. It is, or was, part of the popular 
notion of Benthamites, that they are enemies of poetry : this was 
partly true of Bentham himself; he used to say that ^S'dl poetry 
is misrepresentation ” ; li^jt in the sense in which he said it, the 
£ime might have been said of all impressive speech ; of all 
representation or inculcationt more oratorical in its character 
tKrtn a sum in arithmetic. An article (if Bingham’s in the first 
number of the IVcstrninslcr Uemew, in which he offered as an 
explaKation of something which he disliked in Moore, that 
Mr. Moore is a poet, and therefore is not a rcasoner,” did a 
good deal \o attach the notion of hating jioctry to the writers in 
the Review. But the truth was that many of us were great 
readers of poetry ; Bingham himself had been a writer of it, 
while as regards me (and the same thing might be said of my 
father), the correct statement would be, not that I disliked 
poetry, but that I was theoretically indifferent to it. I disliked 
any sentiments in poetry v^^hich I should have disliked in prose ; 
and that included a great deal. And I was wholly blind to its 
place in human culture, as a means of educating the feelings. 
But I was always personally very susceptible to some kinds of it. 
Ip the most sectarian period of my Benthamism, I happened to 
look into Pope's K.s.sai/ on Man^ and, though every opinion in it 
was contrary to mine, I well remember how powerfully it acted 
on my imagmation. Perhaps at that time poetical composition 
c4iany higher type than eloquent discussion in verse, might not 
have produced a similar effect u£)on me : at all events I seldom 
gave it an*^ opportunity. This, however, was a mere }>assive 
state. Long before I ha8 enlarged in any considerable degree 
the Iwisis of my intellectual creed, I had obtained, in the 
natural course of my mental progress, poetic culture of the most 
valuable kind, by means f)f reverential admiration for the lives 
and char^icters of heroic persons; especially the heroes of 
philosophy. The same inspiring effect which so many of the 
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benefactors of mankind have left on record that they had 
experienced •from Plutarch’s LivSn, was produced on me by 
Plato’s pictures of Socrates, and by some modern biographies, 
above all by Condorcet’s Life of Turgot ; a book well calculated 
to rouse the best sort of enthusiasm, since it contains one of the 
wisest and noblest of lives, delineated by one of the wisest and 
noblest of men. The heroic virtue dl' these glorious representa- 
tives of the opinions with which I sympathized, deeply affected 
me, and I perpetually recurred to them as others* do to a 
favourite poet, when needing to be carried jip into the more 
elevated regions of feeling and thought. I may observe ^ the 
way that this book cured me of my sectarian follies. The two 
or three pages beginning regaidait toute seete comme 
nuisible,” and explaining why Turgot always kept himseflf 
perfectly distinct from the Encyc 4 pi)edists, sank deeply into my 
mind. I left off designating myself and others as Utilitarians, 
and by the pronoun ^^we,” or any other collective designation, 
I ceased to qfficher sectarianism. My real inward sectarianism 
I did not get rid of till later, and much more gradually. 

About the end of 18‘24, or l^egiuning of 1825,*Mi^ Bentham, 
having lately got back hispa[)ers on h>idence from M. Dumont 
(whose Traite des Prem)ef{^JmJiciaires^ grounded on them, was 
then first completed and published), resolved to have them 
printed in the original, and bethought himself of me as capable 
of preparing -them for the press ; in the same manner as his 
Book of Fallacies had been recently edited by Bingham. I 
gladly undertook this task, and it occupied nearly all my leisure 
for about a year, exclusive of the time afterwards spent in 
seeing the five large volumes through the press. Mr, Bentham 
had begun this treatise three times, at considerable intervals, 
each time in a different manner, and each time without refer- 
ence to the preceding : two of the three times he had gone 
over nearly the whole subject. These three masses of manu- 
script it was my business to condense into a single treatia^f, 
adopting the one last written as the groundwork, ^and incor- 
porating with it as much of the two others as it had not 
completely superseded. I had also to unroll such of Bentham’s 
involved and parenthetical sentences as seemed to overpass by 
their complexity the measure of what readers were likely to 
take the pains to understand. It was further Mr. Bentham’s 
particular desire that I should, from myself^ endeiivour to 
supply any lacume which he had left ; and at his instance I read. 
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for this purpose^ the most authoritative treatises on the English 
Law of Evidence, and commemted on a few of the gbjectionable 
points of the English rules^ which had escaped Bentham’s 
notice, I also replied to the objections whjich had been made 
to some of his doctrines by reviewers of Dumont’s book, and 
added a few supplementaiy remarks pn some of the more 
abstract parts of the subject, such as the theory of improbability 
and impossibility. The controversial part of these editorial 
additions^ was written in a more assuming tone than became 
one^so young and inexperienced as I was: but indeed^ I had 
never contemplated coming forward in my own person ; and as 
an aikjnymous editor of Bentham 1 fell into the tonf; of my 
author, not thinking it ui^uitable to him or to the subject, how- 
o/er it might be so to me. My name as editor was put to the 
book after it was printed, at Mr. Bentham’s positive desire, 
wWch I in vain attempted to {>ersuade /lim to forego. 

The time occupied in this editorial work was extremely well 
employed in respect to my own improvement. The Rationale 
af JnmM Evideme is one of tke richest in matter of all 
Bentham’s prej^ uctions. The theoiy of evidence being in itself 
one of the^most important of his subjects, and ramifying into 
most of the others, the book contains, very fully developed, a 
great proportion of all h*is best thoifghts ; while, among more 
special things, it comprises the most elaborate exposure of the 
vices and defects of English law, as it then was, which is to be 
found in his works ; not confined to the law of evidehce, but 
including, by way of illustrative episode, the entire procedure or 
practice of Westminster Hall. The direct knowledge, there- 
fore, which I obtained from the book, and which was imprinted 
upon me much more thoroughly than it could have been by 
mere reading, was itself no small acquisition. But this occupa- 
tion did for me what might seem less to be expected ; it gave 
a great start to my powers of composition. Everything which 
j^rote subsequently to this editorial employment, was markedly 
superior to anything that I had written before it. Bentham’s 
later style,* as the world knows, was heavy and cumbersome, 
from the excess of a good quality, the love of precision, which 
made him introduce clause within clause into the heart of every 
sentence, that the reader might receive into his mind all the 
modifications and qualifications simultaneously with the main 
proposition : and the habit grew on him until his sentences 
became, fo those not accustomed to them, most laborious reading. 
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But his earlier style, that of the Fragment, on Government^ 
Plan of a Jfidicial Esiabliskment, etc., is a model of liveliness 
and ease combined with fulness of matter, scarcely ever sur- 
passed: and of this earlier style there were many striking 
specimens in the manuscripts on Evidence, all of which I 
endeavoured to presehre. So lon^, a course of this admirable 
writing had a considerable effect upon my own ; and I added to 
it by the assiduous reading of other writers, both French and 
English, who combined, in a remarkable degree, ease*With force, 
such* as Goldsmith, Fielding, Pascal, Voltaire, and Ccstirier. 
Through these influences my writing lost the jejuneness^ of my 
early Compositions ; the bones* and cartilages began to^ clothe 
themselves with flesh, and the style became, at times, lively apd 
almost light. 

This improvement ^as first <^xhibited in a new field, j^r. 
Marshall, of Leeds, father of the present generation of 
Marshalls, the same who was brought into Parliament for 
Yorkshire, when the representation forfeited by Gra^npound 
was transferred to it, an earnest Parliamentary reformer, and 
a man of large fortune, of which he made a liberal use, had 
been much struck with Bentham’s Book of Fallacies ; and the 
thought had occurred to^im that it would" be useful to publish 
annually the Parliamentary Debates, not in the chronological 
order of Hansard, but classified according to subjects, and 
accompanied by a commentary pointing out the fallacies of the 
speakers. With this intention, he very naturally addressed 
himself to the editor of the Book o f Fallacies ; and Bingham, 
with the assistance of Charles Austin, undertook the editorship. 
The work was called Parliamentary History and llevienK Its sale 
was not sufficient to keep it in existence, and it only lasted 
three years. It excited, however, some attention among j'>arlia- 
mentary and political people. The best strength of the party 
was put forth in it ; and its execution did them much more 
credit than that of the Westminster Review had ever dc«ie. 
Bingham and Charles Austin wrote much in it ; did Strutt, 
Romilly, and several other Liberal lawyers. My father wrote 
one article in his best style ; the elder Austin another. Coulson 
wrote one of great merit. It fell to my lot to lead off the first 
number by an article on the principal topic of the session (that 
of 1895), the Catholic Association and the Catholic Disabilities. 
In the second number I wrote an elaborate Essay oa the Com- 
mercial Crisis of 1895 and the Currency Debates. In the third 
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I had two articles, one on a minor subject, the other on the 
Reciprocity principle in conwiierce, a propos of a celebrated 
diplomatic correspondence between Canning and Gallatin. 
These writings were no longer mere reproductions and applica- 
tions of the doctrines I had been taught ; they were original 
thinking, as far as that name can be applied to old ideas in new 
forms and connexions : and 4 do not exceed the truth in saying 
that there was a maturity, and a well-digested character about 
them, which there had not been in any of my previous perform- 
ances; In execution, therefore, they were not at all juvenile ; 
but their subjects have either gone by, or have been so much 
better ♦’treated since, that they are entirely superseded, and 
should remain buried in th^ same oblivion with my contributions 
to-the first dynasty of the Westminster Remefv. 

While thus engaged in writing for the public, I did not 
negiect other modes of self-cultivation It was at this time 
that I learnt German ; beginning it on the Hamiltonian 
method- for which purf)ose 1 and several of my companions 
formed jSr class. For several years '*from this period, our social 
studies assumed) a shape which contributed very much to my 
mental progress. The idea occurred to us of carrying on, by 
reading and conversation, a joint otudy of several of the 
branches of science which we wished' to be masters of. We 
assembled to the number of a dozen or more. Mr. Grote lent 
a room of his house in Threadneedle Street for the purpose, 
and his partner, Prescott, one of the three original members of 
the Utilitarian Society, made one among us. We met two 
mornings in every week, from half- past eight till ten, at which 
hour most of us were called off to our daily occupations. Our 
first subject was Political Economy. We chose some systematic 
treatise as our text-book ; my father’s Elements being our first 
choice. One of us read aloud a chapter, or some smaller por- 
tion of the book. The discussion was then opened, and anyone 
•wj^ had an objection, or other remark to make, made it. Our 
rule was to discuss thoroughly every point raised, whether great 
or small, prdmnging the discussion until all who took part were 
satisfied with the conclusi6n they had individually arrived at ; 
and to follow up every topic of collateral speculation which the 
chapter or the conversation suggested, never leaving it until we 
had untied every knot which we found. We repeatedly kept 
up the discussion of some one point for several weeks, thinking 
intently on it during the intervals of our meetings, and con- 
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triving solutions of the new difficulties which had risen up in 
the last morning’s discussion. ♦When we had hnished in this 
way my father’s Elements^ we went in the same manner through 
Ricardo’s Princwlfis of Political Economy, and Bailey’s Dissert- 
ation on Value, These close and vigorous discussions were not 
only improving in high degree to those who took part in 
them, but brought out new views of some topics of abstract 
Political Economy. The theory of International Values which I 
afterwards published, emanated from these conversations, as 
did^also the modified form of Ricardo’s Theory of Pro/iy, laid 
down in my Essay on Profits a^id Interest. Those among us with 
whoip new speculations chiefly originated, were Ellis, iC^raham, 
and I ; though others gave valu^le aid to the discussions, 
especially Prescott and Roebuck, the one by his knowledge, 
the other by his dialectical acuteness. The theories of Inter- 
national Values and Profits Vere excogitated and worked out 
in about equal proportions by myself and Oraham : and if our 
original project had been executed, my Essays on Some Unsettled 
Questions of Political Eemomy would have been 4rt ought .out 
along with some papers of his, under our jgint names. But 
when my exposition came to be written, I found that I had so 
much over-estimated my agreement with him, and he dissented 
so much from the mi%t original of the two Essays, that on 
International Values, that I was obliged to consider the theory as 
now exclusively mine, and it came out as such when published 
many years later. I may mention that among the alterations 
which my father made in revising his Elements for the third 
edition, several were founded on criticisms elicited by these 
conversations ; and in particidar he modified his opinions ^ 
(though not to the extent of our new speculations) on both the 
points to which I have adverted. • 

When we had enough of political economy, we took up the 
syllogistic logic in the same manner, Grote now joining us. 
Our first text-book was Aldrich, but being disgusted with its 
superficiality, we reprinted one of the most finished among the 
many manuals of the school logic, which my ftithcr, a great 
collector of such books, possessed^ the Mariuductio ad Logicam 
of the Jesuit Du Trieu. After finishing this, we took up 
Whately’s Logic, then first republished from the Enci/clopcedia 
Metropolitana, and finally the Computatio sive Logica of Hobbes, 
These books, dealt with in our manner, aflbrded a high range 
for original metaphysical speculation ; and most ’of what has 
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been done in the First Book of my System of Logic, to ration- 
alize and correct the principle# and distinctions of the school 
logicians^ and to improve the theory of the Import of Proposi- 
tionSj had its origin in these discussions; jGraham and 1 
originating most of the novelties, while Grote and others fur- 
nished an excellent tribunal or test. Froln this time I formed 
the project of writing a bdbk on Logic, though on a much 
humbler scale than the one I ultimately executed. 

Having with Logic, we launched into Analytic Psycho- 
logy, ^.nd having chosen Hartley for our text-book, we raised 
Priestley’s edition to an extravagant price by searching through 
London •to furnish each of us with a copy. When we had 
finished Hartley, we suspended our meetings ; but my father's 
ArMjsis of the Mind being published soon after, we reassembled 
for tlie purpose of reading it. With this^ our exercises ended. 
I h#Ve always dated from these convereations my own real 
inauguration as an original and independent thinker. It was 
also through them that I acquired, or very much strengthened, 
a mental nSbit to which I attribute*all that I have ever done, 
or ever shall (Jo,«‘in speculation : tjiat of never accepting half- 
solutions of difficulties as complete ; never abandoning a puzzle, 
but again and again returning to it ^ntil it was cleared up ; 
never allowing obscure corners of a subject to remain unexplored, 
because they did not appear important ; never thinking that I 
perfectly understood any part of a subject until I unde^tood 
the whole. 

Our doings from 1825 to 1830 in the way of public speaking, 
filled a considerable place in ray life during those years, and as 
► they had important effects on my development, something 
oug^ to be said of them. 

There was for some time in existence a society of Owenites, 
called the Co-operative Society, which met for weekly public 
discussions in Chancery Lane. In the early part of 1825, 
accident brought Roebuck in contact with several of its 
members, and led to his attending one or two of the meetings 
and taking paft in the debate in opposition to Owenism. Some 
one of us started the notidn of going there in a body and 
having a general battle: and Charles Austin and some of his 
friends who did not usually take part in our joint exercises, 
entered into the project. It was carried out by concert 
with the principal members of the Society, themselves nothing 
loth, as they naturally preferred a controversy with opponents 
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to a tame discussion among their own body. The question 
of population was proposed as the subject of debate : Charles 
Austin led the case on our side witli a brilliant speech, and 
the fight was kept up by adjournment through five or six 
weekly meetings before crowded auditories, including along 
with the members t)f the SocieJ;y and their friends, many 
hearers and some speakers from the Inns of Court. When 
this debate was ended, another was commenced on the general 
merits of Owen’s system: and the contest altog^her lasted 
about three months. It was a liUte rorjus d corpx beilWeen 
Owenites and political economists, whom the Owenltes re- 
gardeH as their most inveterate opponents : but It was a 
perfectly friendly dispute. We ^ho represented polity al 
economy, had the same objects in view as they had, and took 
pains to show it ; aiid^j^the principal champion on their side^as 
a very estimable man, with whom I w'as well acquainted, Mr. 
William Thompson, of Cork, author of a book on the Distri- 
bution of Wealth, and og an '^Appeal*’ in behalLpf women 
against the passage relating to them in my father’s Esm^ on 
Government. Ellis, Roebucky#and I took an adlive part in the 
debate, and among those from the Inns of Court who joined in 
it, I remember Charles rf^illiers. The dther side obtained also, 
on the population question, very efficient support from without. 
The well-known Gale Jones, then an elderly man, made one of 
his florid speeches; but the spe^aker with whom I was most 
struck, though I dissented from nearly every word he said, was 
Thirlwall, the historian, since Bishop of St. David’s, then a 
Chancery barrister, unknown except by a high reputation for 
eloquence acquired at the Cambridge Union before the era 
of Austin and Macaulay, His speech was in answer to«one 
of mine. Before he had uttered ten sentences, I set him down 
as the best speaker I had ever heard, and I have never since 
heard anyone whom I placed above him. 

The great interest of these debates predisposed somc'^tff 
those who took part in them, to catch at a sugggptiou thrown 
out by M*^Culloch, the political economist, that a Society was 
wanted in London similar to the Speculative Society at 
Edinburgh, in which Brougham, Horner, and others first 
cultivated public speaking. Our experience at the Co-operative 
Society seemed to give cause for being sanguine as to the sort 
of men who might be brought together in London^for such a 
purpose. McCulloch mentioned the matter to several young 
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men of influence, to whom her was then giving private lessons 
in political economy. Some of these entered warmly into the 
project, particularly George Villiers, after Earl of Clarendon. 
He and his brothers, Hyde and Charles, Ilomilly, Charles 
Austin and I, with some others, met ai^ agreed on a plan. 
We determined to meet onite a fortnight from November to 
June, at the Freemasons’ Tavern, and we had soon a fine list of 
members, containing, along with several members of Parlia- 
ment^,, nearly all the most noted speakers of the Cambridge 
Union and of the' Oxford United Debating Society, ft is 
curiously illustrative of the tendencies of the time, thfjt our 
principal difficulty in recr^jting for the Society was to find a 
sufficient number of Tor}" speakers. Almost all whom we 
could press into the service were Liberals, of different 
ordBSPS and degrees. Besides Cthose already named, wc had 
Macaulay, Thirlwall, Praed, Lord Howick, Samuel Wilberforce 
(afterwards Bishop of Oxford), Charles Poulett Thomson (after- 
wards LdircPGydenham), Edward and Henry Lytton Bulwer, Fon- 
blanque, and m^ny others whom I cannot now recollect, but 
who made tliemselvcjs afterwards 'more or less conspicuous in 
public or literary life. Nothing could seem more promising. 
But when the time for action drew ndar, and it was necessary 
to fix on a President, and find somebody to open the first debate, 
none of our celebrities would consent to perform either office. 
Of the many who were pressed on the subject, the only one 
who could be prevailed on was a man of whom I knew very 
little, but who had taken high honours at Oxf<»rd and was said 
to have acquired a great oratorical reputation there ; who 
some lime afterwards became a Tory member of Parliament. 
He ^accordingly was fixed on, both for filling the President's 
chair and for making the first speech. The important day 
arrived ; the benches were crowded ; all our great speakers 
w^e present, to judge of, but not to help our efforts. The 
Oxford orator’s speech was a complete failure. This threw 
a damp on the whole concern : the speakers who followed were 
few, and none of them did their best: the affair was a 
complete ^ fiasco ; and the oratorical celebrities we had counted 
oii went away never to return, giving to me at least a lesson in 
knowledge of the world. This unexpected breakdown altered 
my whole relation to the project. I had not anticipated 
taking a prominent part, or speaking much or often, particularly 
at first, but I now saw that the success of the scheme de- 
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pended on the new men, and f put my shoulder to the wheel. 
I opened the second queifetion, and from that time spoke in 
nearly every debate. It was very uphill work for some time. 
The three Villiers atul Romilly stuck to us for some time 
longer, but the patiAicc of all th^ founders of the Society was 
at last exhausted, except me and Roebuck. In the season 
following, 182fi-7, things began to mend. We had acquired two 
excellent Tory speakers. Hay W'ard and Shee (afterwafds Sergeant 
Shtife) : the Radical side was reinforced aby Charles Huller, 
Cockburn, and others of the second generation of Cajnbridge 
Bentfiamities ; and with their and other occasional aid, and the 
two Tories as well as Roebuck anft me for regular speak|:rs, 
almost every debate was a hafaille rangce between the 
philosophic Radical* and th^e Tory lawyers ; until our jjon- 
flicts were talked about, and several persons of note and 
consideration came to hear us. This happened still more in 
the subsequent seasons, 1828 and 185^9, when the ColeiTidgians, 
in the persons of Maurice and Sterling, made their appearance 
in the Society as a second Liberal and even fiadScal party, on 
totally different groun^ from Benthamism and vehemently 
opposed to it ; bringing into these discussions the general 
doctrines and modes .of thought of the European reaction 
against the philosophy of the eighteenth century ; and adding 
a third and very important belligerent party to our contests, 
which were now no bad exponent of the movement of opinion 
among the most cultivated part of the new generation. Our 
debates were very different from those of common debating 
societies, for they habitually consisted of the strongest argu- 
ments and most philosophic principles which either side^as 
able to produce, thrown often into close and serre confutations 
of one another. The practice was necessarily very useful to 
us, and eminently so to me. I never, indeed, acquired real 
fluency, and had always a bad and ungraceful delivery; iflft 
I could make myself listened to: and as I always wrote my 
speeches when, from the feelings irvvolved, or the nature of the 
ideas to be developed, expression seemed important, I greatly 
increased my power of effective writing ; acquiring not only an 
ear for smoothness and rhythm, but a practical sense for telling 
sentences, and an immediate criterion of their telling property, 
by their effect on a mixed audience. • 

The Society, and the preparation for it, together with the 
preparation for the morning conversations which were going on 
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simultaneously^ occupied the greate;r part of my leisure; and 
made me feel it a relief when, in the spring Qf 1 828 , I ceased 
to write for the Weslmimier, The Review had fallen into 
difficulties. Though the sale of the first ipmber had been very 
encouraging, the permanent sale had never, I believe, been 
sufficient to pay the expenses, on the scale on which the Review 
was Carrie^ on. Those expenses had been considerably, but 
not sufficiently, reduced. One of the editors, Southeni, ^had 
resigned ; and several of the writers, including my father and 
me, who had been paid like other contributors for our earlier 
articles, had latterly written without payment. Nevertheless, 
th€ original funds were nearly or quite exhausted, and if the 
Review was to be continued some new arrangement of its affairs 
hafl*^become indispensable. MU' father ffnd I had several con- 
ferences with Bowring on the subject. We were willing to do 
our utj^ost for maintaining the Review as an organ of our 
opinions* tfut not under Bow'ring*s •editorship : while the im- 
possibility of it»any longer supporting a paid editor, afforded a 
ground on which, without affront "to him, we could propose to 
dispei^se with his services. We and sjine of our friends were 
prepared to carry on the Review as unj^id writers, either finding 
among ourselves an unpaid editor, or sharing the editorship 
among us. But while this negotiation was proceeding with 
Bowrmg*S apparent acquiescence, he was carrying on another in 
a different quarter (with Colonel Perronet Thompson), of which 
we received the first intimation in a letter from Bowring as 
editor, informing us merely that an arrangement had been 
made, and proposing to us to write for the next number, with 
promise of payment. We did not dispute Bowring's right to 
bring about, if he could, an arrangement more favourable to 
himself than the one we had proposed ; but we thought the 
e«g{cealment which he had practised towards us, while seem- 
ingly entering into our own project, an affront ; and even had 
we not thouglit so, we were indisposed to expend any more of 
our time and trouble in attempting to write up the Review under 
his management. Accordingly my father excused himself from 
writing ; though two or three years later, on great pressure, he 
did write one more political article. As for me, I positively 
refused. And thus ended my connexion with the original 
Westminster, The last article which I wrote in it had cost me 
more labour than any previous; but it was a labour of love, 
being a defence of the early French Revolutionists against the 
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Tory misrepresentations of Sir Walter Scott, in the introduction 
to his Life of Najmleon. The number of books which 1 read for 
this purpose, making notes and extracts — even the number I 
had to buy (for in those days there was no public or subscription 
library from which books of refer<iiice could be taken home) — 
far exceeded the worth of the immediate object ; but I had at 
that time a half-formed intention of writing a History of the 
French Revolution ; and though I never executed it, my <y)llec- 
tions afterwards were very useful to Carlyle for a similar 
purpQse. 



CHAPTER V 

A dllSIS IN MV MENTAL HISTORY. ONE STAGE ONWARI> 

%• 

For some yeai*s after this time I wrote very little^ and nothing 
regularly, for publication : and great were/:he advantages which 
I derived from the intermission.^ It was of no common impor- 
tance to mCj at this period, to be able to digest and mature my 
though t\ for my own mind only, witlyiut any immediate call for 
giving them out in print. Had I gone on writing, it would 
have much tdiJturbed the important transformation in my 
opinions and character, which took place during those years. 
The origin of this transformation, or Vt least the process by 
which I was prepared for it, can only be explained by turning 
some distance back. 

From the winter of 1821, when I first read Belithaio, and 
especially from the commencement of the WeH77ii7ijitcr lievie?v, I 
had what might truly be called an object in life ; to be a 
reformer of the world. My conception of my own happiness 
was entirely identified with this object. The personal sym- 
patlves I wished for were those of fellow labourers in this enter- 
prise. I endeavoured to pick up as many flowers as I could by 
the way ; but as a serious and permanent personal satisfaction 
to rest upon, my whole reliance was placed on this ; and L was 
a'h^stomed to felicitate myself on the certainty of a happy life 
which I enj^iyed, through jilacing my happiness in something 
durable and distant, in which some progress might be always 
making, while it could never be exhausted by complete attain- 
ment. This did very well for several years, during which the 
general improvement going on in the world and the idea of 
myself as engaged with others in struggling to promote it, 
seemed enough to fill up an interesting and animated existence. 
But the time came when I awakened from this as from a dream. 
It was in the autumn of 1 826, I was in a dull state of nerves, 
such as everybody is occasionally liable to; unsusceptible to 
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enjoyment or pleasurable excitement ; one of those moods when 
what is pleasure at other times, becomes insipid or indifferent ; 
the state, I should think, in which converts to Methodism 
usually are, when smitten by their first conviction of sin/' 
In this frame of raind it occurred to me to put the question 
directly to myself: “suppose that^all your objects in life were 
realized ; that all the changes in institutions and opinions which 
you are looking forward to, could be completely effected at this 
very instant : would this be a great joy and happiness to ypu ? ’* 
And an irrepressible self- consciousness distinctly answered, 
“ NoV* At this my heart sank within me ; the whole*founda- 
tion on which my life was constjfucted fell down. All my 
happiness was to have been found in the continual pursuit of 
this end. The end l^pd ceased to charm, and how could there 
ever again be any interest in |the means ? I seemed to Wve 
nothing left to live for. 

At first I hoped that the cloud would pass away of itself ; 
but it did not, A niglTt’s sleep, the sovereign remedy, for 
the smaller vexations of life, had no efiect it. I awoke 
to a renewed consciousness of the woful faef. I carried 
it with me into all c^panies, into all occupations. Hardly 
anything had power to cause me even a few minutes’ oblivion 
of it. For some months the cloud seemed to grow thicker and 
thicker. The lines in Coleridge’s Dejection — -I was not then 
acquainted with them — exactly describe my case : 

A grief without a pang, void, dark and drear, 

A drowsy, stifled, iiiiimpassioiied grief. 

Which finds no natural outlet or relief 
In word, or sigh, or tear." 

In vain I sought relief from my favourite books ; those 
memorials of past nobleness and greatness from which I l^ad 
always hitherto drawn strength and animation. I read ffiem 
now without feeling, or with the accustomed fcj^ling mintis all 
its charm ; and I became persuaded, that my love of mankind, 
and of excellence for its own sake, had worn itself out. I 
sought no comfort by speaking to others of what I felt. If I 
had loved anyone sufficiently to make confiding my griefs a 
necessity, I should not have been in the condition I was. I felt, 
too, that mine was not an interesting, or in any way respectable 
distress. There was nothing in it to attract sympathy. Advice, 
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if I had known where to s^ek it, would have been most 
precious. The words of Macbeth to the physician often 
occurred to my thoughts. But there was no one on whom I 
could build the faintest hope of such assistance. My father, to 
whom it would have been natural to me to have recourse in any 
practical difliculties, was thCflast person tc^ whom, in such a case 
as this, I looked for help. Everything convinced me that he 
had no knowledge of any such mental state as I was suffering 
from, and trhat even if he could be made to understand it. he 
was flot the physician who could heal it. My education, 'which 
was wholly his work, had been conducted without any r^^gard 
to the jfossibility of its ending in this result ; and I saw no use 
in giving him the pain of* thinking that his plans had failed, 
when the failure was probably irremediable, and, at all events, 
bejpnd the power of his remedies. Of omer friends, I had at 
that time none to whom I had aiiy hope of making my condition 
intelligible. It w;is, however, abundantly intelligible to myself ; 
and the^ore I dwelt upon it, the more hopeless it appeared. 

My course of study had led me to believe, that all mental 
and moral feelings and qualities, whether of a good or of a bad 
kind, were the results of association ; that we love one thing, 
and hate another, take pleasure in ontf sort of action or con- 
templation, and pain in another sort, through the clinging of 
pleasurable or painful ideas to those things, from the effect of 
education or of experience. As a corollary from this, T had 
always heard it maintained by my father, and was myself con- 
vinced, that the object of education should be to form the 
strongest possible associations of the salutary class ; associations 
of pleasure with all things beneficial to the great whole, and of 
pain -^ith all things hurtful to it. This doctrine appeared inex- 
pugnable ; but it now seemed to me, on retrospect, that my 
teachers had occupied themselves but superficially with the 
means of forming and keeping up these salutary associations. 

seemed to have trusted altogether to the old familiar 
instruments, praise and blame, reward and punishment. Now, 
I did not doubt that by thes^ means, begun early, and applied 
unremittingly, intense associations of pain and pleasure, especi- 
ally of pain, might be created, and might produce desires and 
aversions capable of lasting undiminished to the end of life. 
But there must always be something artificial and casual in 
associations thus produced. The pains and pleasures thus 
forcibly associated with things, are not connected with them by 



A CRISIS IN MY MENTAL HISTORY 79 

any natural tie ; and it is theref#re^ I thought, essential to the 
durability of these associations, that they should have become 
so intense and inveterate as to be practically indissoluble, before 
the habitual exercise of the power of analysis had commenced. 
For I now saw, or thought 1 saw, what I had always before 
received with incredulity — that the habit of analysis has a 
tendency to wear away the feelings : as indeed it has, when no 
other mental habit is cultivated, and the analysing spirit remains 
without its natural complements and correctives. * The ^very 
excellence of analysis (I argued) is that it l^nds to weaken and 
undetoine whatever is the result of prejudice ; that it^enablcs 
us mentally to separate ideas whic]^ have only casually clung 
together : and no associations whatever could ultimately resist 
this dissolving force%were it not that we owe to analysis our 
clearest knowledge of the pern|aiient sequences in nature ; ithe 
real connexions between Things, not dependent on our will 
and feelings ; natural laws, by virtue of which, in many capes, 
one thing is inseparable Trom another in fact ; which^awi^ in 
proportion as they are clearly perceived imaginatively 
realized, cause our ideas of things which are •always joined 
together in Nature, to^cohere more ajid more closely in our 
thoughts. Analytic habits may thus even strengthen the 
associations between causes and effects, means and ends, but 
tend, altogether to weaken those which are, to speak familiarly, 
a mere matter of feeling. They are therefore (I thought) 
favourable to prudence and clear-sightedness, but a perpetual 
worm at the root both of the passions and of the virtues ; and, 
above all, fearfully undermine all desires, and all pleasures, 
which are the effects of association, that is, according to the 
theory I held, all except the purely physical and organic ; of 
the entire insufficiency of which to make life desirable, no one 
had a stronger conviction than I had. These were the laws of 
human nature, by which, as it seemed to me, 1 had b^en 
brought to my present state. All those to whom I looked'up, 
were of opinion that the pleasure of sympath;;^ with human 
beings, and the feelings which made the good of others, and 
especially of mankind on a large scale, the object of existence, 
were the greatest and surest sources of happiness. Of the 
truth of this 1 was convinced, but to know that a feeling would 
make me happy if I had it, did not give me the feeling. My 
education, I thought, had failed to create these feelings in 
sufficient strength to resist the dissolving influence of analysis, 
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while the whole course of my^ intellectual cultivation had made 
precocious and premature analysis the inveterate habit of my 
mind. I was tlius^ as I said to myself, left stranded at the 
commencement of my voyage^ with a well-e(|uipped ship and a 
rudder, but no sail ; without any real desire for the ends which 
I had been so carefully fitted out to wjjrk for : no delight in 
virtue, or the general good, but also just as little in anything 
else. The fountains of vanity and ambition seemed to have 
dried up within me, as completely as those of benevolence. I 
had'had (as I reflected) some gratification of vanity at too early 
an age : I had obtained some distinction and felt myself of 
some ftnportance, before the desire of distinction and of im- 
portance had grown into d passion : and little as it was which. 1 
hJd attained, yet having been attained too early, like all pleasures 
enjoyed too soon, it had made me 6/rt.ye4iiid indifferent to the 
pursuit. Thus neither selfisli nor unselfish pleasures were 
pleasures to me. And there seemed no power in nature 
sufficieut to begin the formation ofcmy character anew, and 
create, m a mind now irretrievably analytic, fresh associations 
of pleasure witS any of the objects of human desire. 

These were the thoughts which mingled with the dry, heavy 
dejection of the melancholy winter df 1 826-7. Duiing this 
time I was not incapable of ray usual occupations. I went on 
with them mechanically, by the mere force of haj)it. I had 
been so drilled in a certain sort of mental exercise, that I "could 
still carry it on when all the spirit had gone out of it. I even 
composed and spoke several .speeches at the debating society, 
how, or with what degree of success, I know not. Of four 
years' continual speaking at that society, this is the only year of 
whicjjjt I remember next to nothing. Two lines of Coleridge, in 
w’hom alone of all writers I have found a true description of 
what I felt, were often in my thoughts, not at this time (for I 
had never read them), but in a later period of the same mental 
niidady : 

^^^ork without hope draw.s nectar in a sieve. 

And hope withouj an objec^t cannot live.” 

In all probability my case was by no means so peculiar as I 
fancied it, and I doubt not that many others have passed 
through a similar state ; but the idiosyncrasies of my education 
had given to the general phenomenon a special character, which 
made it seem the natural effect of causes that it was hardly 
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possible for time to remove. 1 frequently asked myself, if I 
could, or if I was bound to go on living, when life must be 
passed in this manner, I generally answered to myself that I 
did not think I could possibly bear it beyond a year. When, 
however, not more than half that duration of time had elapsed, 
a small ray of light bloke in upon ^ly gloom. I was reading, 
accidentally, MarmonteFs Memoires, and came to the passage 
which relates his father’s death, the distressed posi^on of the 
familjr, and the sudden inspiration by which he, then a 0]^ere 
boy, felt and made them feel that he would be everything to 
them-rwould supply the p4ce of all that they had lc«t. A 
vivid conception of the scene and it^ feelings came over me, 
and I was moved to tears. From this moment my burden grew 
lighter. The oppresa^n of the thought that all feeling was 
dead within me was gone. I was no longer hopeless : I was irJtt 
a stock or a stone. I had still, it seemed, some of the material out 
of which all worth of character, and all capacity for haj)piness, 
are made. Relieved from ifiy ever-present sense of irremediable 
wretchedness, I gradually found that the ordinH45y incidents of 
life could again give me some* pleasure ; that 1 couTd again find 
enjoyment, not intense, JfUt sufficient for cheerfulness, in sun- 
shine and sky, in books, m conversation, in public affairs ; and 
that there was, once more, excitement, though of a moderate 
kind, in exerting myself for ray opinions, and for the public 
good. 'Thus the cloud gradually drew off, and I again enjoyed 
life ; and though I had several relapses, some of which lasted 
tnany months, 1 never again was as miserable as I had been. 

The experiences of this period had two very marked effects 
on my opinions and character. In the first place, they led me 
to adopt a theory of life, very unlike that on which I had bSTbre 
acted, and having much in common with what at that time I 
certainly had never heard of, the anti-self-consciousness theory 
of Carlyle. I never, indeed, wavered in the conviction that^ 
happiness is the test of all rules of conduct, and the end of 
life. But I now thought that this end was only to attained 
by not making it the direct end. •Those only are happy (I 
thought) who have their minds fixed on some object other than 
their own happiness ; on the happiness of others, on the im- 
provement of mankind, even on some art or pursuit, followed 
not as a means, but as itself an ideal end. Aiming thus at 
something else, they find happiness by the way. Hie enjoy- 
ments of life (such was now my theory) are sufficient to make 
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it a pleasant thing, when they are taken m passant, without 
being made a principal object. Once make tliem so/ and they 
are immediately felt to be insufficient. They will not bear a 
scrutinizing examination. Ask yourself whether you are happy, 
and you cease to be so. The only chanejp is to treat, not happi- 
ness, but some end external to it, as the pui*pose of life. Let 
your self-consciousness, your scrutiny, your self-interrogation, 
exhaust themselves on that; and if otherwise fortunately cir- 
cuibshmced you will inhale happiness with the air you breathe, 
without dwelling on it or thinking about it, without either fore- 
stalliifg it in imagination, or putting it to flight by fatal ques- 
tioning. This theory nOw became the basis of my philosophy 
of life. And I still hold to it as the best theory for all those 
5 vho have but a moderate degree of sens^ibility and of capacity 
for enjoyment ; that is, for th'; great majority of mankind. 

Tlie other important change which my opinions at this time 
underwent, w'as that I, for the §rst time, gave its proper 
place, among the prime necessities of human well-being, to the 
internal cukift'e of the individual. I ceased to attach almost 
exclusive importance to the ordering of outward circumstances, 
and the training of the human being for speculation and for 
action. 

I had now learnt by experience that the passing suscepti- 
bilities needed to be cultivated as well as the active capacities, 
and required to be nourished and enriched as well as guided. 
I did not, for an instant, lose sight of, or undervalue, that part 
of the truth which I had seen before ; I never turned recreant 
to intellectual culture, or ceased to consider the power and 
pra'^tice of analysis as an essential condition both of individual 
and of social improvement. But 1 thought that it had con- 
sequences which required to be corrected, by joining other 
kinds of cultivation with it. The maintenance of a due balance 
•^mong the faculties now seemed to be of primary importance. 
The cultivation of the feelings became one of the cardinal 
points in my ethical and philosophical creed. And my 
thoughts and inclinations turned in an increasing degree 
towards whatever seemed capable of being instrumental to 
that object. 

I now began to find meaning in the things which I had 
read or Jieard about the importance of poetry and art as 
instruments of human culture. But it was some time loiter 
before I began to know this by personal experience. The 
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only one of the imaginative arts in^which I had from childhood 
taken great pleasure, was music ; the best effect of which (and 
in thfis if surpasses perhaps every other art) consists in exciting 
enthusiasm ; in winding up to a high pitch those feelings of an 
elevated kind which are already in the character, but to which 
this excitement gives a |flow and a fdtvour, which, though tran- 
sitory at its utmost height, is precious for sustaining them at 
other times. This effect of music I had often experienced ; 
but, l^e all my pleasurable susceptibilities, it was suspended 
during the gloomy period. I had sought ^relief again and 
again from this quarter, but found none. After the tid« had 
turned, and I was in process of reco’iery, I had been helped 
forward by music, but in a much less elevated manner. I a? 
this time first becamd\ acquainted with Weber's Oberonj and 
the extreme pleasure which I drew from its delicious melodiel^ 
did me good by showing me a source of pleasure to which 
I was as susceptible as ever. The good, however, was pmch 
impaired by the thought th#t the pleasure of music (as is^ quite 
true of such pleasure as this^ was, that of mer» tune) fades 
with familiarity, and requires ’either to be revived by inter- 
mittence, or fed by continual novelty. And it is very charac- 
teristic both of my then state, and of the general tone of my 
mind at this period of my life, that I was seriously tormented 
1^ the thought of the exhaustibility of musical combinations. 
The ocfave consists only of five tones and two semi tones, 
which can be put together in only a limited number of ways, 
of which but a small proportion are beautiful : most of these, 
it seemed to me, must have been already discovered, and 
there could not be room for a long succession of Mozarts and 
Webers, to strike out, as these had done, entirely new and 
surpassingly rich veins of musical beauty. This source of 
anxiety may, perhaps, be thought to resemble that of the 
philosophers of Laputa, who feared lest the sun should be \ 
burnt out. It was, however, connected with the best feature 
in my character, and the only good point to be foflfid in my 
very unromantic and in no way honourable distress. For 
though my dejection, honestly looked at, could not be called 
other than egotistical, produced by the ruin, as I thoughi:, of 
my fabric of happiness, yet the destiny of mankind in general 
was ever in my thoughts, and could not be separated from my 
own. I felt that the flaw in my life, must be a flaw in life 
itself; that the question was, whether, if the reformers of 
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society and government could succeed in their objects, and 
every person in the community were free and in a state of 
physical comfort, the pleasures of life, being no longer kept 
up by struggle and privation, would cease to be pleasures. 
And I felt that unless could see lyy way to some better 
hope than this for human happiness in general, my dejection 
must continue; but that if I could see such an outlet, I 
should then look on the world with pleasure ; content, as far 
as‘ I was myself concerned, with any fair share of the general 
lot. 

Th‘is state of my thoughts and feelings made the'* fact of 
pay reading Wordswortlf for the first time (in the autumn of 
1828), an important event of my life. . I took up the collec- 
^011 of his poems from curiosity, w^lh no expectation of 
mental relief from it, though^ I had before resorted to poetry 
with that hope. In the worst period of my depression, I had 
read^through the whole of Byrojy (then new to me), to try 
whether a poet, whose peculiar department was supposed to 
be that of the intenser feelings, «cou Id rouse any feeling in me. 
As might be expected, I got no good from this reading, but 
the reverse. The poet’s state of nikid was too like my own. 
His was the lament of a man who had worn out all pleasures, 
and who seemed to think that life, to all who possess the good 
things of it, must necessarily be the vapid, uninteresting thing 
which I found it. His Harold and Manfred had the same 
burden on them which I had ; and I was not in a frame of 
mind to desire any comfort from the vehement sensual passion 
of his Giaours, or the sullenness of his Laras. But while 
B^usion was exactly what did not suit my condition, Words- 
worth was exactly what did. I had looked into the Estcursion 
two or three years before, and found little in it ; and I should 
probably have found as little, had I read it at this time. But 
^ the miscellaneous poems, in the two- volume edition of 1815 
(to whicl^ittle of value was added in the latter part of the 
author’s life), proved to ^be the precise thing for my mental 
wants at that particular juncture. 

In the first place, these poems addressed themselves power- 
fully to one of the strongest of my pleasurable susceptibilities, 
the love of rural objects and natural scenery ; to which I had 
been indebted not only for much of the pleasure of my life, 
but quite recently for relief from one of my longest relapses 
into depression. In this power of rural beauty over me, there 
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was a foundation laid for taking pleasure in Wordsworth's 
poetry ; the more so, as his scenery lies mostly among moun- 
Wns^ which, owing to my early Pyrenean excursion, were my 
ideal of natural beauty. But Wordsworth would never have 
had any great effect o^ me, if he kad merel)'^ placed before 
me beautiful pictures of natural scenery. Scott does this 
still better than Wordsworth, and a very second-rate land- 
scape .does it more effectually than any poet. Wlfet made 
Wordsworth's poems a medicine for my st«te of mind, was 
that they expressed, not mer^ outward beauty, but states of 
feeling, and of thought coloured by fueling, under the excite- 
ment of beauty. I'hey seemed to be the very culture of th(^ 
feelings, which 1 was ii^ quest of. In them 1 seemed to draw 
from a source of inward joy, of sympathetic and imaginative^ 
pleasure, which could be shareA in by all human beings ; 
w-hich had no connection with struggle or imperfection, but 
would be made riclicr by d^cry improvement in the physical 
or social condition of mankind. From them 1 sealed to learn 
what would be the perenniaf sources of happineift, when all 
the greater evils of life sjrall have been removed. And I felt 
myself at once better and happier as I came under their 
influence. There have certainly been, even in our own age, 
greater poets than Wordsworth ; but poetry of deeper and 
loftier feeling could not have done for me at that time what 
his did. I needed to l)e made to feel that there was real, 
permanent happiness in tranquil contemplation. Wordsworth 
taught me this, not only without turning away from, but with 
a greatly increased interest in, the common feelings and com- 
mon destiny of human beings. And the delight which these 
poems gave me, proved that with culture of this sort, there 
was nothing to dread from the most confirmed habit of 
analysis. At the conclusion of the Poems came the famous Ode,^ 
falsely called Platonic, Intimations of Immortality" : in which, 
along with more than his usual sweetness of iH#lody and 
rhythm, and along with the two passages of grand imagery 
but bad philosophy so often quoted, I fbund that he too had 
had similar experience to mine ; that he also had felt that the 
first freshness of youthful enjoyment of life was not lasting; 
but that he had sought for compensation, and found it, in 
the way in which he was now teaching me to finch it. The 
result was that I gradually, but completely, emerged from my 
habitual depression, and was never again subject to it. I 
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long continued to value tVordsworth less according to his 
intrinsic merits, than by the measure of what he had done for 
me. Compared with the greatest poets, iie may be said to 
be the poet of unpoetical natures, possessed of quiet and 
contemplative tastes. !put unpoetical natures are precisely 
those which require poetic cultivaTion. This cultivation 
Wordsworth is much more fitted to give, than poets who are 
intrinsically far more poets than he. 

•It so fell out that the merits of Wordsworth we¥e the 
occasion of tny first public declaration of my new^ way of 
tliinhing, and separation from those of my habitual companions 
who liad not undergont a similar change. The person with 
Vhom at that time I was most in the hr bit of comparing notes 
on such subjects was Roebuck, and 4 induced him to read 
^Vordsworthj in whom he ajso at first seemed to find much 
to admire ; but I, like most Wordsworthiaiis, threw myself 
into strong antagonism to Byron, both as a poet and as to his 
influence on the character. Roebuck, all whose instincts were 
those of a^tftm and struggle, had, on the contrary, a strong 
relish and great admiration of B^vron, whose writings he 
regarded as the poetry of human tife, while Wordsworth's, 
according to him, was that of flowers and butterflies. We 
agreed to have the fight out at our Debating Society, where 
we accordingly discussed for two evenings the comparative 
merits of Byron and Wordsworth, propounding and illustrating 
by long recitations our respective theories of poetry : Sterling 
also, in a brilliant speech, putting forward his particular theory. 
This w'as the first debate on any weighty subject in w^hich 
Ro^uck and I had been on opposite sides. The schism 
between us M'idened from this time more and more, though 
we continued for some years longer to be companions. In the 
beginning, our chief divergence related to the cultivation of 
f the feelings. Roebuck was in many respects very different from 
the vulga|^ notion of a Benthamite or Utilitarian. He was a 
lover of poetry and of mpst of the fine arts. He took great 
pleasure in music, in dramatic performances, especially in 
painting, and himself drew and designed landscapes with 
great facility and beauty. But he never could be made to 
see that the§e things have any value as aids in the formation of 
character^ Personally, instead of being, as Benthamites are 
supposed to be, void of feeling, he had very quick and strong 
sensibilities. But, like most Englishmen who have feelings, be 
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found his feelings stand very much in his way. He was much 
more susceptible to the painful sympathies than to the 
pleasurable^ and, locking for his happiness elsewhere, he wished 
that his feelings should be deadened rather than quickened. 
And, in truth, the English character, and English social 
circumstances, make it so seldom possible to derive happiness 
from the exercise of the sympathies, that it is not wonderful if 
they count for little in an Englishman's scheme of •life. In 
most other countries the paramount importance of the sympa- 
thies as^ constituent of individual happiness is an axiom, taken 
for granted rather than needing any formal statement' but 
most English thinkers always seem to fegard them as necessary 
evils, required for kt^ping men's actions benevolent and 
compassionate. Roebuck was, or appeared to be, this kind 
Englishman. He saw little good ijn any cultivation of the feel- 
ings, and none at all in cultivating them through the imagina- 
tion, which he thought was «nly cultivating illusions. It y>as in 
vain I urged on him that the imaginative emotion which ah 
idea, when vividly conceived, excites in us, is not ai^illusion but 
a fact, as real as any of the other qualities of objects ; and, ffxr 
from implying anything T^rroneous and delusive in our mental 
apprehension of the object, is quite consistent with the most 
accurate knovledge and most perfect practical recognition of 
all its ‘physical and intellectual laws and relations. The 
intensest feeling of the beauty of a cloud lighted by the setting 
sun, is no hindrance to my knowing that the cloud is vapour of 
water, subject to all the laws of vapours in a state of suspension ; 
and I am just as likely to allow for, and act on, these physical 
laws whenever there is occasion' to do so, as if I had been 
incapable of perceiving any distinction between beauty and 
ugliness. 

While my intimacy with Roebuck diminished, I fell more and 
more into friendly intercourse with oUr Coleridgian adversaries * 
in the Society, Frederick Maurice and John SterJing, both 
subsequently so well known, the former by his writings, the 
latter through the biographies by Hare and Carlyle. Of these 
two friends, Maurice was the thinker, Sterling the orator, and 
impassioned expositor of thoughts which, at this period, were 
almost entirely formed for him by Maurice. 

With Maurice I had for some time been acquainted through 
Eyton Tooke, who had known him at Cambridge, and although 
my discussions with him were almost always disputes, I had 
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carried away from them m<ich that helped to build up my new 
fabric of thought^ in the same way as 1 was deriving much from 
Coleridge, rfind from the writings of Goethe and other German 
authors which I read during these years. I have so deep a 
respect for Maurice’s character and purposes, as well as for his 
great mental gifts, that i{ is with somtf unwillingness J say any- 
thing which may seem to place him on a less high eminence 
than I would gladly be able to accord to him. But I have 
always tliought that there was more intellectual power wasted 
in Maurice than in any other of my contemporaries. Few of 
them certainly have had so much to waste. Great pbwers of 
generalization, rare ingenuity and subtlety, and a wide percep- 
•tion of important and unobvious truths, served him not for 
putting something better into the pla(ft of the worthless heap 
^f received opinions on the great subjects of thought, but for 
proving to his own mind thaf the Church of England had known 
everything from the first, and that^all the truths on the ground 
of which the Church and orthodoxy have been attacked (many 
of which ^-^Gaw as clearly as j\pyone) are not only consistent 
with the Thirty-nine Articles, but are better understood and 
expressed in those Articles than by»nnyone who rejects them. 
I have never been able to find any other explanation of this, 
than by attributing it to that timidity of conscience, combined 
with original sensitiveness of temperament, which has ^so often 
driven highly gifted men into Romanism, from the need of a 
firmer support than they can find in the independent con- 
clusions of their own judgment. Any more vulgar kind of 
timidity no one who knew Maurice would ever think of imput- 
ing to him, even if he had not given public proof of his freedom 
froSi it, by his ultimate collision with some of the opinions 
commonly regarded as orthodox, .and by his noble origination of 
the Christian Socialist movement. The nearest parallel to him, 
l-in a moral point of view, is Coleridge, to whom, in merely 
intellectual power, apart from poetical genius, I think him 
decidedl;^ superior. At this time, however, he might be 
described as a disciple of Coleridge, and Sterling as a disciple of 
Coleridge and of him. The modifications which were taking 
place in my old opinions gave me some points of contact with 
them ; and both Maurice and Sterling were of considerable use 
to my development. With Sterling I soon became very inti- 
mStte, anS was more attached to him than I have ever been 
to any other man. He was indeed one of the most lovable 
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of men. His frank, cordial, aJPedtionate, and expansive 
character; a love of truth alike conspicuous in the highest 
tilings and the humblCvSt; a generous and ardent nature, 
which threw itself* with impetuosity into the opinions it 
adopted, but was as enger to do justice to the doctrines and 
the men it was opposed as to inaki wnr on what it thouglit 
their errors ; and an eqmil devotion to the two cardinal points 
of Liberty and Duly, formed a combination of qualities as 
attractive to me as to all others who knew him as w*ell as 
did. With his open mind and heart, he found no difficulty 
in joining hands with me across the gulf which as yet divided 
our opinions. He told me how he and others had looked upon 
me (from hearsay information), as a ^^i?iade” or manufactured, 
man, having had a certain impress of opinion stamped on me 
which I could only reproduce ; and what a change took place - 
in his feelings when he found, in l^e discussion on Wordsworth 
and Byron, that Wordsworth, and all which that name implies, 
belonged’' to me as muclf as to him and his friends. •♦The 
failure of his health soon scattered all his plans^^ life, and 
compelled him to live at a distance from London, si? that after 
the first year or two of c«Lir acquaintance, we only saw each 
other at distant intervals.* But (as he said himself in one of 
his letters to Carlyle) when we did meet it was like brothers. 
Though he wafi never, in the full sense of the word, a profound 
thinker,* his openness of mind, and the moral courage in 
which he greatly surpassed Maurice, made him outgrow the 
dominion which Maurice and Coleridge had once exercised 
over his intellect ; though he retained to the last a great but 
discriminating admiration of both, and towards Maurice a 
warm affection. Excej>t in that short and transitory phaskb of 
his life, during which he made the mistake of becoming a 
clergyman, his mind was ever progressive: and the advance 
he always seemed to have made when I saw him after an 
interval, made me apply to him what Goethe said of Schiller, 
er hatte eine furchtliche Fortschreitung.” He andJ[ started 
from intellectual points almost as wide apart as the poles, but 
the distance between us was always diminishing: if I made 
steps towards some of his opinions, he, during his short life, was 
constantly approximating more and more to several of mine ; 
and if he had lived, and had health and vigour to jirosecute 
his ever assiduous self-culture, there is no knowing h»w much 
further this spontaneous assimilation might have proceeded. 
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After 1829 I withdrew from attendance on the Debating 
Society. I had had enou^ of speech-makings and was glad 
to carry on my private studies and meditations without any 
Immediate call for outward assertion of their results. I found 
the fabric of my old and taught opinions giving way in many 
fresh places, and I iievej allowed it to fall to pieces, but was 
incessantly occupied in weaving it Inew. I never, in the 
course of my transition, was content to remain, for ever so 
short a time, confused and unsettled. When 1 had taken in 
any new idea,^ 1 could not rest till 1 had adjusted its 
relation to my old opinions, and ascertained exactly how 
far its effect ought to extend in modifying or superseding 
them. t 

* The conflicts which I had so often had to sustain in defending 
the theory of government laid down ^ in Bentham*s and my 
father's writings, and the acquaintance I had obtained with 
other schools of political thinking, made me aware of many 
thiry^s which that doctrine, professing to be a theory of govern- 
ment in general, ought to have made room for, and did not. 
But these tlthigs, as yet, remainr^d with me rather as corrections 
to be made in applying the theory to practice, than as defects 
in th^ theory. I felt that politics eould not be a science of 
specific experience ; and that the accusations against the 
Benthamic theory of being a theory, of proceeding a priori by 
way of general reasoning, instead of Baconiah experiment, 
showed complete ignorance of Bacon's j)rinciples, and of tjie 
necessary conditions of experimental investigation. At this 
juncture appeared in the Edinburgh Review , Macaulay's famous 
attack on my father’s Essa^ on Government. This gave me much 
to think about. I saw that Macaulay's conception of the logic 
of politics was erroneous ; that he stood up for the empirical 
mode of treating political phenomena, against the philosophical ; 
that even in physical science his notions of philosophissing might 
t have recognised Kepler, but would have excluded Newton and 
Laplace. But T could not help feeling, that though the tone 
was unbecoming (an error for which the writer, at a later 
period, made the most ample and honourable amends), there 
was truth in several of his strictures on my father’s treatment of 
the subject ; that my father's premises were really too narrow, 
and included but a small number of the general truths on 
which, politics, the important consequences depend. Iden- 
tity of interest between the governing body and the com* 
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luunity at large is not, in any practical sense which can be 
attached to it, the only thing oA which good government 
depends ; neither can this identity of interest be secured by the 
mere conditions of election, I was not at all satisfied with the 
mode in which my father met the criticisms of Macaulay. He 
did not, as I thought he ought to havej,dorie, justify himself by 
saying, I was not writing a scientific treatise on politics, I was 
writing an argument for^ parliamentary reform.” He treated 
Macaulay’s argument as simply irrational ; an attack upon the 
reasonisig faculty ; an example of the saying pf Hobbes, tluit 
when reason is against a man, a man will be against reason. 
This made me think that there was really something nfore 
fundamentally erroneous in my fa ther’ij conception of philoso- , 
phicaL method, as applicable to politics, than I had hitherto 
supposed there was. But I did not at first see clearly what the 
error might be. At last it flashed upon me all at once in the 
course of other studies. In the earSy part of 1 830 I had begun 
to put on paper the ideas oi^ Logic (chiefly on the distinc^i-ans 
among Terms, and the import of PropositioUvs) which had been* 
suggested and in .part worked oijt in the morning cbliversations 
already spoken of. Havin^secured these thoughts from being 
lost, I pushed on into tho other parts of the subject, to try 
whether I could do anything further towards clearing up the 
theory of logic generally. I grappled at once with the 
problem of Induction, postponing that of Reasoning, on the 
ground that it is necessary to obtain premises before we can 
reason from them. Now, Induction is mainly a process for 
finding the causes of effects : and in attempting to fathom the 
mode of tracing causes and effects in physical science, I 
soon saw that in the more perfect of the sciences, we ascends 
by generalization from particulars, to the tendencies of causes 
considered singly, and then reason downward from those 
separate tendencies, to the effect of the same causes when 
combined. I then asked myself, what is the ultimate analysis 
of thi^ deductive process ; the common theory of the syPogism 
evidently throwing no light upon it. My practice (learnt 
from Hobbes and my father) being to study abstract principles 
by means of the best concrete instances I could find, the 
Composition of Forces, in dynamics, occurred to me as the most 
complete example of the logical process I was investigating. 
On examining, accordingly, what the mind does when it applies 
the principle of the Composition of Forces, I found that it 
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perforxQS « simple act of addition. It adds the separate efiebt 
of ike one force to the soiparate effect of the other^ and puts 
down the sum of these separate effects as the joint effect. But 
is th4 a legitimate process.^ In dynamicSj and in all the 
mathematical branches of physics^ it is ; but in some other cases^ 
as in chemistry, it is not ; and I then recollected that some- 
thing not unlike this wks pointed out as one of the distinctions 
between chemical and mechanical pnenomena, in the intro- 
duction^ to that favourite of my boyhood, Thompson's System of 
Chemistry. This distinction at once made my mind clear as to 
what was perplexing me in respect to the philosophy of politics. 
I nf)w saw, that a science is either deductive or experimental, 
according as, in the piy^vince it deals with, the effects of causes 
when conjoined, are or are not the sums of the effects which the 
same causes produce when separate. C It followed that politics 
must be a deductive science. It thus appeared, that both 
Macaulay and my father wpre wrong ; the one in assimilating 
the method of philosophizing in politics to the purely experi- 
«m^tal method of chemistry ; wlfile the other, though right in 
adopting j|p».dcductive method, had made a wrong selection of 
one, having taken as the type of deduction, ncJt the appropriate 
process, that of the deductive branches of natural philosophy, 
but the inappropriate one of pure geometry, which, not being a 
science of causation at all, does not require or admit of any 
summing-up of effects. A foundation was thus laid in my 
thoughts for the principal chapters of what I sifterwards 
published on the Logic of the Moral Sciences ; and xk]#%IS^w 
position in respect to my old political creed, now 
perfectly definite. 

If I am asked, what system of political philosophy I sub- 
stituted for that which, as a philosophy, I had abandoned, I 
answer. No system : only a conviction that the true system was 
something much more complex and many-sided than I had 
previously had any idea of, and that its office was to supply, not 
a set of model institutions, but principles from which the in- 
stitutidhs suitable to any given circumstances might be deduced. 
The influences of European, that is to say. Continental, thought, 
and especially those of the reaction of the nineteenth century 
against the eighteenth, were now streaming in upon me. They 
came from various quarters: from the writings of Coleridge, 
which I had begun to read with interest even before the change 
in mjT opinions; from the Coleiidgians with whom I was in 



ONE STAGE ONWARD 


93 

personal intercourse; from what I had read of Goethe; from 
Carlyle's early articles in the Edi%bnrgk and Foreign Reviews, 
though for a long time I saw nothing in these (as my father saw 
nothing in them to^ the last) but insane rhapsody. From these 
sources, and from the acquaintance I kept up with the French 
literature of the time, I derived, among other ideas which the 
general turning upside^ down of th^ opinions of European 
thinkers had brought uppermost, these in particular : That the 
human mind has a certain order of possible progress, ^n which 
some tjiings must precede others, an order which governmei^a 
and public instructors can modify to some* but not to an 
unlimited extent : that all questions of political institutionci are 
relative, not absolute, and that different stages of human pro- 
gress not only will havq. but ottght to have, different institutions :* 
that government is always either in the hands, or passing into 
the hands, of whatever is the strongest power in society, and 
that what this power is, does noti depend on institutions, but 
institutions on it ; that any general theory or philosophy of 
politics supposes a previous theory of human pi-ogress, anJ that 
this is the same thing with philosophy of hiso^Jy. These 
opinions, true in the main, were held in an exaggerated and 
violent manner by the tinkers with whom I was now most 
accustomed to compare notes, and who, as usual with a reaction, 
ignored that half of the truth which the thinkers of the 
eighteenth century saw. But though, at one period of my 
progress^ I for some time undervalued that great century, I 
joined in the reaction against it, but kept as firm hold of 
on^Pde of the truth as I took of the other. The fight between 
the nineteenth century and the eighteenth always reminded me 
of the battle about the shield, one side of which was white and 
the other black. I marvelled at the blind rage with which*\he 
combatants rushed against one another. I applied to them, and 
to Coleridge himself, many of Coleridge's sayings about half 
truths ; and Goethe's device, many-sidedness,” was one which 
I would most willingly, at this period, have taken for mine. 

The writers by whom, more than by any others, a nw mode 
of political thinking was brought homd to me, were those of the 
St. Simonian school in France. In 1829 and 1830 I became 
acquainted with some of their writings. They were then only 
in the earlier stages of their speculations. They had not yet 
dressed out their philosophy as a religion, nor had they 
organized their scheme of Socialism. They were just beginning 
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to question the principle hereditary property. I was by no 
means prepared to go with them even this length ; but I was 
greatly struck with the connected view which they for the first 
time presented to me, of the natural order*of human progress ; 
and especially with their division of all history into organic 
periods and critical periods. During the organic periods (they 
said) mankind accept with firm convicfdon some positive creed, 
claiming jurisdiction over all their actions, and containing more 
or less <of truth and adaptation to the needs of humanity. 
Under its influence they make all the progress compatibie with 
the creed, and finally outgrow it; when a period follows of 
critiSism and negation, in which mankind lose their bid con- 
«yictions without acquiring any new ones, of a general or 
authoritative character, except the coni^iction that the old are 
^ false. The period of Greek and Roman polytheism, so long as 
really believed in by instructed Greeks and Romans, was an 
organic period, succeeded b^ the critical or sceptical period of 
the -Greek philosophers. Anothe»organic period came in with 
Christianity The corresponding critical period began with the 
ReformatilEi^ has lasted ever 'Since, still lafsts, and cannot 
altogether cease until a new organic period has been in- 
augurated by the triumph of a ;^t more advanced creed. 
These ideas, 1 knew, were not peculiar to the St. Simonians ; on 
the contrary, they were the general property of Europe, or at 
least of Germany and France, but they had never, to my know- 
ledge, been so completely systematized as by these writers, 
the distinguishing characteristics of a critical period so pbwet'- 
fully set forth; for I was not then acquainted with Fichte*s 
Lectures on the Characlcrisiics of the Present Age. In Carlyle, 
indeed, I found bitter denunciations of an "age of unbelief,'* 
and of the present age as such, which I, like most people atthat 
time, supposed to be passionate protests in favour of the old 
modes of belief. But all that was true in these denunciations, 
I thought that I found more calmly and philosophically stated 
by the St* Simonians. Among their publications, too, there was 
one which seemed to me^far superior to the rest ; in which the 
general idea was matured into something much more definite 
and instructive. This was an early work of Auguste Comte, 
who then called himself, and even announced himself in the 
title-page as, a pupil of Saint Simon. In this tract M. Cpknte 
first put forth the doctrine, which he afterwards so copiously 
illustrated, of the natural succession of three stages in every 



ONE STAGE ONWARD 96 

department of human knowledge : first, the theological, next 
the metaphysical, and lastly, the positive stage ; and contended, 
that social science must be subject to the same law ; that the 
feudal and Catholic system was the concluding phasis of the 
theological state of the social science, Protestantism the com- 
mencement, and the doctrines of the French Revolution the 
consummation, of the metaphysical ; find that its positive state 
was yet to come. Thil doctrine harmonized well with my 
existing notions, to which it seemed to give a scienti§c shape. 
I already regarded the methods of physical science as the 
proper models for political. But the chief •benefit which I 
derived«at this time from the trains of thought suggested by the 
St. Simonlans and by Comte, was, that I obtained a clearer con- 
ception than ever before of the peculiarities of an era of tran-' 
sition in opinion, an5 ceased to mistake the moral and 
intellectual characteristics of such an era, for the normal 
attributes of humanity. I looked forward, through the present 
age of loud disputes but generally weak convictions, to a future 
which shall unite the best qi&lities of the critical with the** best 
qualities of the organic periods ; unchecked liberty ^jf thought, 
unbounded^ freSHbm of individual action in all modes not hurt- 
ful to others ; but also, ^nvictions as tot what is right and 
wrong, useful and pernicious, deeply engraven on the feelings 
by early education and general unanimity of sentiment, and so 
firmly grounded in reason and in the true exigencies of life, that 
they shdll not, like all former and present creeds, religious, 
ethical, and political, require to be periodically thrown off' and 
replaced by others. 

M. Comte soon left the St. Simonians, and I lost sight of him 
and his writings for a number of years. But the St. Simonians 
I continued to cultivate. I was kept au courant of their process 
by one of their most enthusiastic disciples, M. Gustave 
d’Eichthal, who about that time passed a considerable interval 
in England. I was introduced to their chiefs, Bazard and 
Enfantin, in 18, SO; and as long as their public teachings and 
proselytism continued, I read nearly everything they^ wrote. 
Their criticisms on the common doctrines of Liberalism seemed 
to me full of importimt truth ; and it was partly by their writ- 
ings that my eyes were opened to the very limited and 
temporary value of the old political economy, which assumes 
private property and inheritance as indefeasible facts, and free- 
dom of production and exchange as the dernier mot 5[ social 
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improvement. The scheme gradually unfolded by the St, 
Simonians^ under which the labour and capital of society would 
be managed for the general account of the community, every 
individual being required to take a share of labour, either as 
thinker, teacher, artist, or producer, all being classed according 
to their capacity, and r^unerated according to their work, 
appeared to me a far superior descgription of Socialism to 
(iwen's. Their aim seemed to me desirable and rational, how- 
ever thedr means might be inefficacious ; and though I neither 
believed in the practicability, nor in the beneficial operation of 
their social machinery, I felt that the proclamation of such an 
ideal of human society could not but tend to give a beneficial 
flirection to the efforts *of others to bring society, as at present 
constituted, nearer to some ideal standi^rd. I honoured them 
most of all for what they have been most cried down for — the 
boldness and freedom from prejudice with which they treated 
the subject of the family, the most important of any, and need- 
ing ^ore fundamental alterations/ than remain to be made in 
aViy other ^reat social institution, but on which scarcely any 
reformer life the courage to touoh. In proclaiijiing the perfect 
equality of men and women, and gin entirely new order of 
things in regard to their relations vith one another, the St. 
Simonians, in common with Owen and Fourier, have entitled 
themselves to the grateful remembrance of future generations. 

In giving an account of this period of my life, I h^ive only 
specified such of my new impressions as appeared to me, both 
at the time and since, to be a kind of turning points, marking a 
definite progress in my mode of thought. But these few selected 
points give a very insufficient idea of the quantity of thinking 
whifih I carried on respecting a host of subjects during these 
years of transition. Much of this, it is true, consisted in redis- 
covering things known to all the world, which I had previously 
disbelieved or disregarded. But the rediscovery was to me a 
discovery, giving me plenary possession of the truths, not as 
traditipSial platitudes, but fresh from their source ; and it 
seldom failed to place them in some new light, by which they 
were reconciled with, and seemed to confirm while they modi- 
fied, the truths less generally known which lay in my early 
opinions, and in no essential part of which I at any time 
wavered. All my new thinking only laid the foundation of 
these ifiore deeply and strongly, while it often removed mis-^ 
apprehension and confusion of ideas which had perverted their 
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effect. For example^ during the lajer returns of my dejection, 
the doctrine of what is called Philosophical Necessity weighed 
on my existence like an incubus. I felt as if I was scientifically 
proved to be the helpless slave of antecedent circumstances ; as 
if my character and that of all others had been formed for us 
by agencies beyond our control, and was wholly out of our own 
power. I often said to i^yself, what a relief it would be if I 
could disbelieve the doctrine of the formation of character by 
circumstances ; and remembering the wish of Fox respecting 
the do#trine of resistance to governments, that* it might never 
be forgotten by kings, nor remembered by subjects, I said that 
it would* be a blessing if thTe doctrine of necessity coulcf be 
believed by all quoad the characters of Others, and disbelieved « 
in regard to their owiH I pondered painfully on the subject 
till gradually I saw light through it. 1 perceived, that the word 
Necessity, as a name for the doctrine of Cause and Effect 
applied to human action, carried With it a misleading associa- 
tion ; and that this association was the operative force ia *l)e 
depressing and paralysing influence which 1 had experienced :* 

I saw that thov^^UbPur character#is formed by eircumsmnces, our 
own desires can do much ^o shape those circumstances ; and 
that what is really inspiriting and ennobling in the doctrine of 
freewill is the conviction that we have real power over the 
formation of our own character ; that our will, by influencing 
some of pur circumstances, can modify our future habits or 
capabilities of willing. All this was entirely consistent with 
th^ doctrine of circumstances, or rather, was that doctrine 
itself, properly understood. From that time 1 drew, in my own 
mind, a clear distinction between the doctrine of circumstances 
and Fatalism; discarding altogether the misleading w#rd 
Necessity. The theory, which I now for the first time rightly 
apprehended, ceased altogether to be discouraging; and, 
besides the relief to my spirits, I no longer suffered under the 
burden — so heavy to one who aims at being a reformer in 
opinions — of thinking one doctrine true and the cqjitrary 
doctrine morally beneficial. The train, of thought which had 
extricated me from this dilemma seemed to me, in after years, 
fitted to render a similar service to others ; and it now forms 
the chapter on liberty and Necessity in the concluding Book 
of my System o f lA)gic, \ 

Again, in politics, though I no longer accepted the doctrine 
pf the jEssc^ on Government as a scientific theory ; though I 
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ceased to consider representative democracy as an absolute 
principle, and regarded it as a question of time, place, and 
circumstance ; though I now looked upon the choice of political 
institutions as a moral and educational question more tlian one 
of material interests, thinking that it ought to be decided 
mainly by the consideration, what great improvement in life 
and culture stands next in order for^the people concerned, as 
the condition of their further progress, and what institutions 
are mo'st likely to promote that ; nevertheless, this change in 
the premises oi? my political philosophy did not alter my 
practical political creed as to the requirements of my qwn time 
and country. I was as much as ever a Radical and Democrat 
' for Europe, and especially for England. I thought the pre- 
dominance of the aristocratic classes, ttfe noble and the rich, in 
the English constitution, an evil worth any struggle to get rid 
of; not on account of taxes, or any such comparatively small 
inconvenience, but as the ‘‘great demoralizing agency in the 
.cotintry. Demoralizing, first, beiiause it made the conduct of 
the Government an example of gross public immorality, 
through tne predominance of private over isllBiic '’interests in 
the State, and the abuse of the powers of legislation for the 
advantage of classes. Secondly, and in a still greater degree, 
because the respect of the multitude always attaching itself 
principally co that which, in the existing state of society, is the 
chief passport to power ; and under English institutions, riches, 
hereditary or acquired, being the almost exclusive source of 
political importance ; riches, and the signs of riches, were 
almost the only things really respected, and the life of the 
people was mainly devoted to the pursuit of them. I thought, 
th-St while the higher and richer classes held the power of 
government, the instruction and improvement of the mass 
of the people were contrary to the self-interest of those classes, 
because tending to render the people more powerful for throw- 
ing off the yoke : but if the democracy obtained a large, and 
perhtfjis the principal share, in the governing power, it would 
become the interest of the ojmlent classes to promote their 
education, in order to wai*d off really mischievous errors, and 
especially those which would lead to unjust violations of pro- 
perty. On these grounds I was not only as ardent as ever for 
democratic institutions, but earnestly hoped that Owenite, 
St, Slmonian, and all other anti-property doctrines might 
spread widely among the poorer classes; not that I thouglit 
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those doctrines true, or desired Jhat they should be acted on, 
but in order that the higher classes might be made to see that 
they had more to fear from the poor when uneducated than 
when educated. • 

In this frame of mind the French Revolution of July found 
me. It roused my utmost enthusiastic, and gave me, as it were, 
a new existence. I wyit at once to Paris, was introduced to 
Lafayette, and laid the groundwork of the intercourse I after- 
wards kept up with several of the active chiefs of th9 extreme 
popukr party. After my return I entered warmly, as a writer, 
into the political discussions of the time ; which soon became 
still mbre exciting, by the "coming in of Lord Grey's Miifistry, 
and the proposing of the Reform Bill. •For the next few years I 
wrote copiously in newspapers. It was about this time that 
Fonblanque, who had for some time written the political 
articles in the Examiner, became the proprietor and editor of 
the paper. It is not forgotten vuith what verve and talent, as 
well as fine wit, he carricdi it on, during the whole pe^ioiof 
Lord Grey's Ministry, and what importance it assumed as the 
principal i^ i8 v ;.;s^tativ^, in the newspaper press, •of Radical 
opinions. The distinguisjjing character of the paper was given 
to it entirely by his own^articles, which formed at least three- 
fourths of all the original writing contained in it : but of the 
remaining fourth I contributed during those years a much 
larger share than anyone else. I WTote nearly all the articles 
on French subjects, including a weekly summary of French 
politics, often extending to considerable length ; together with 
many leading articles on general politics, conrniercial and finan- 
cial legislation, and any miscellaneous subjects in which I felt 
interested, and which were suitable to the paj>er, inciting 
occasional reviews of books. Mere newspaper articles on the 
occurrences or questions of the moment, gave no opportunity for 
the development of any general mode of thought ; but I at- 
tempted, in the beginning of 1831, to embody in a series of 
articles, headed " The Spirit of the Age," some of ®iy new 
opinions, and especially to point out in the character of the 
present age, the anomalies and evils characteristic of the 
transition from a system of opinions which had worn out, to 
another only in process of being formed. These articles, were, 
I fancy, lumbering in style, and not lively or striking enough to 
be, at any time, acceptable to newspaper readers; but had tney 
Iksot fer more attractive, still, at that particular moment, when 
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great political changes impending^ and engrossing all 

minds^ these discussions were ill-timed^ and missed fire alto- 
gether. The only effect which I know to have been produced 
by them^ was that Carlyle, then living in* a secluded part of 
Scotland, read them in his solitude, and, saying to himself (as 
he afterwards told me) ^tHere is a new Mystic,” inquired on 
coming to London that autumn respecting their authorship ; an 
inquiry which was the immediate cause of our becoming per- 
sonally iA:;quainted. 

I have already tmentioned Carlyle’s earlier writings as one of 
the channels through which I received the influences which en- 
larged my early narrow creed ; but I do not think that those 
•writings, by themselveS} would ever have had any effect on my 
opinions. What truths they contained^ though of the very 
kind which I was already receiving from other quarters, were 
presented in a form and vesture less suited than any other to 
give them access to a mind^trained as mine had been. 'They 
se«fc£Led a haze of poetry and German metaphysics, in which 
almost thqi^only clear thing was a strong animosity to most 
of the ojiinioiis which were ’» the basis inode of 

thought; religious scepticism, utilitarianism, the doctrine of 
circumstances, and the attaching kny importance to de- 
mocracy, logic, or political economy. Instead of my having 
been taught anything, in the first instance, by Carlyle, it 
was only in proportion as I came to see the same truths 
through media more suited to my mental constitution, 
that I recognised them in his writings. Then, indeed, the 
wonderful power with which he put them forth made a deep 
impression upon me, and 1 was during a long period one of his 
mo8& fervent admirers ; but the good his writings did me, was 
not as philosophy to instruct, but as poetry to animate. Even 
at the time when our acquaintance commenced, I was not 
sufficiently advanced in my new modes of thought to appreciate 
him fully; a proof of which is, that on his showing me the 
manus« 2 ript of Sartor Remrtus, his best and greatest work, which 
he just then finished, I tgade little of it ; &ough when it came 
out about two years afterwards in Fraser's Magasine I read it 
with enthusiastic admiration and the keenest delight. * I did 
not seek and cultivate Carlyle less on account of the funda- 
mqiflal differences in our philosophy. He soon found out that 
I was not another mystic,” and when for the sake of my own 
integrity I wrote to him a distinct profession of all those of my 
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opinions which I knew he most disliked, he replied that the 
chief difference between us was that I “ was as yet consciously 
nothing of a mystic.” I do not know at what period he gave 
up the expectatidh that I was destined to become one ; but 
though both his and my opinions underwent in subsequent years 
considerable changes, we never approliched much nearer to each 
other’s modes of thought than we were in the first years of our 
acquaintance. I did not, however, deem myself a competent 
judge of Carlyle. I felt that he was a poet, and tBat I 'v^as 
not ; %hat he was a man of intuition, which I iwas not ; and that 
as Bucli, he not only saw many things long before me, which I 
could only, when they were pointed out to me, hobble after 
and prove, but that it was highly proBable he could see many 
things which were fiot visible to me even after they were 
pointed out. I knew that I could not see round him, and 
could never be certain that I saw over him ; and I never 
presumed to judge him with aAy definiteness, until he was 
interpreted to me by one*greatly the superior of us botk — 
who w as mo re a poe^ than he, and more a thiilker than* I 
— whoseTrCdl* iiaiind and nattire included his, and infinitely 
more. t 

Among the persons of intellect whom J had known of old, 
the one with whom I had now most points of agreement was the 
elder Austin.. 1 have mentioned that he always set himself in 
opposition to our early sectarianism ; and latterly he had, like 
myself, come under new influences. Having been appointed 
Professor of Jurisprudence in the London University (now 
University College), he had lived for some time at Bonn to 
study for his Lectures ; and the influences of German literature 
and of the German character and state of society had made a 
very perceptible change in his views of life. His personal dis- 

E osition was much softened ; he was less militant and polemic ; 

is tastes had begun to turn themselves towards the poetic and • 
contemplative. He attached much less importance than for- * 
merly to’ outward changes ; unless accompanied by better 
cultivation of the inward nature. H^ had a strong distaste for 
the general meanness of English life, the absence of enlarged 
thoughts and unselfish desires, the low objects on which the 
faculties of all classes of the English are intent. Even the 
kind of public interests which Englishmen care for, he hel|^ in 
very little esteem. He thought that there was more practical 
good government, and (which is true enough) infinitely more 
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care for the education and n^ental improvement of all ranks of 
the people, under the Prussian monarchy, than under the Eng- 
lish representative government : and he held, with the French 
Economistes^ that the real security for good government is un 
pewple ^clair^^ which is not always the fruit of popular institu- 
tions, and which, if it colild be had without them, would do 
their work better than they. Thou^ he approved of the 
Reform Bill, he predicted, what in fact occurred, that it would 
nqfc prodhce the great immediate improvements in government 
which many expected from it. The men, he said, who coiild do 
these great things did not exist in the country. There were 
many points of sympathy between him and me, both in the 
new opinions he had atiopted and in the old ones which he 
retained. Like me, he never ceased ta be a utilitarian, and, 
with all his love for the Germans and enjoyment of their litera- 
ture, never became in the smallest degree reconciled to the 
innate-principle metaphysics.*' He cultivated more and more a 
kind^ ©f German religion, a religioA of poetry and feeling with 
little, if anything, of positive dogma while in politics (and 
here it was \hat I most differed 'with liim) hosRt^lt^d an in- 
difference, bordering on contempt, for the progress of popular 
institutions : though lie rejoiced in that of Socialism, as the 
most effectual means of compelling the powerful classes to 
educate the people, and to impress on them the only real means 
of permanently improving their material condition, a limitation 
of their numbers. Neither was he, at this time, fundamentally 
opposed to Socialism in itself as an ultimate result of improve- 
ment, He professed great disrespect for what he called ** the 
universal principles of human nature of the political econo- 
mists^” and insisted on the evidence which history and daily 
experience afford of the ‘^extraordinary pliability of human 
nature” (a phrase which I have somewhere borrowed from 
him) ; nor did he think it possible to set any positive bounds to 
the moral capabilities which might unfold themselves in man- 
kind, uiwler an enlightened direction of social and educational 
influences. Whether he ^retained all these opinions to the end 
of life I know not. Certainly the modes of thinking Qf his 
later years, and especially of his last publication, were much 
more Tory in their general character than those which he held 
at this time. 

My father*B tone of thought and feeling, I now felt myself at 
a great distance from : greater, indeed, than a full and calm ex* 
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planation and reconsideration on both sides^ might have shown 
to exist in reality. But my father was not one with whom calm 
and full explanations on fundamental points of doctrine could 
be expected, at Idast with one whom he might consider as, in 
some sort, a deserter from his standard. Fortunately we were 
almost always in strong agreement oA the political questions of 
the day, which engrossed a large part of his interest and of his 
conversation. On those matters of opinion on which we 
differed, we talked little. He knew that the habit o^ thinking 
for rnyself, which his mode of education had fostered, some- 
times led me to opinions different from his, and he perq^eived 
from time to time that I did not always tell him how different. 

I expected no good, ^^ut only pain to troth of us, from discussing 
our differences : and 1 never expressed them but when he gave 
utterance to some opinion or feeling repugnant to mine, in a 
manner which would have made it disingenuousness on my part 
to remain silent. • 

It remains to speak of ^w hat 1 wrote during these •ytStfS, 
which, tnde pendently^f my contributions to newfcapers, ‘vas 
consideraBTe:'^' 1830 and 1531 1 wrote the five Essays since 
published under the titl^^f Essays o?i some Unsettled Questions of 
Political Economy, almost as they now stand, except that in 
1833 I partially rewrote the filth Essay. They were written 
with no immediate purpose of publication; and when, some 
years later, I offered them to a publisher, he declined them. 
They were only printed in 184?4, after the success of the 
Syst^n of Logk. I also resumed my speculations on this last 
subject, and puzzled myself, like others before me, with the 
great paradox of the discovery of new truths by general reason- 
ing. As to the fact, there could be no doubt. As little ^ould 
it be doubted, that all reasoning is resolvable into syllogisms, 
and that in every syllogism the conclusion is actually contained 
and implied in the premises. How, being so contained and 
implied, it could be new truth, and how the theorems of ' 
geometry, so different in appearance from the definittens and 
axioms, could be all contained in these, was a difficulty which 
no one, I thought, had sufficiently felt, and which, at all events, 
no one had succeeded in clearing up. The explanations offered 
by Whately and others, though they might give a temporary 
satisfaction, always, in my mind, left a mist still hanging over 
the subject. At last, when reading a second or third time the 
chapters on Reasoning in the second volume of Dugald Stewart, 
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interrogating myself on every pointy and following out, as far 
as I knew how, every topic of thought which the book suggested, 
I came upon an idea of his respecting the use of axioms in 
ratiocination, which I did not remember to h&ve before noticed, 
but which now, in meditating on it, seemed to me not only true 
of axioms, but of all genft-al propositions whatever, and to be 
the key of the whole perplexity. Fr<im this germ grew the 
theory of the Syllogism propounded in the Second Book of the 
Lqgic ; >Hftiich I immediately fixed by writing it out. And now, 
with greatly increased hope of being able to produce a wol’k on 
Logij, of some originality and value, I proceeded to wrjte the 
First Book, from the rough and imperfect draft I had already 
made. What I now wroxe became the byis of that part of the 
subsequent Treatise ; except that it did not contain the Theory 
of Kinds, which was a later addition, suggested by otherwise 
inextricable difficulties which met me in my first attempt to 
work out the subject of some' of the concluding chapters of the 
TJ*frd*>Book. At the point which f had now reached I made a 
halt, whiclk lasted five years. I had ^ome to the end of my 
tether ; I could make nothing satisfactoiy of llTrttK!l5teri^ at this 
time. I continued to read any book«which seemed to promise 
light on the subject, and appropriated, as well as I could, the 
results ; but for a long time I found nothing which seemed to 
open to me any very important vein of meditatioi^. 

In 1832 I wrote several papers for the first series of Taifs 
Magazine, and one for a quarterly periodical called the Jurist, 
which had been founded, and for a short time carried on, by a 
set of friends, all lawyers and law reformers, with several of 
whom I was acquainted. The paper in question is the one on 
the Kghts and duties of the State respecting Corporation and 
Church Property, now standing first among the collected 
Diissertatums and Discussions ; where one of my articles in 
Tait, The Currency Juggle,*’ also appears. In the whole mass 
of what I wrote previous to these, there is nothing of sufficient 
permanent value to justify reprinting. The paper in the Jurist, 
which I still think a very complete discussion of the rights of 
the State over Foundations, showed both sides of ray opinions, 
asserting as firmly as I should have done at any time, the doc- 
trine that all endowments are national property, which the 
government may and ought to control ; but not, as 1 should 
once have done, condemning endowments in themselves, and 
proposing that they should be taken to pay off the nation^] 



ONE STAGE ONWARD 


105 


debt. On the contrary, I urged toenuously the importance of 
having a provision for education, not dependent on the mere 
demand of the market, that is, on the knowledge and discern- 
ment of average parents, but calculated to establish and keep 
up a higher standard of instruction than is likely to be spon- 
taneously demanded by the buyers *of the article. ' All these 
opinions have been confirmed and strengthened by the whole 
course of my subsequent reflections. ^ 



CHAPTER VI ^ 

•* 

COMMENCEMENT OP® THE MOST VALUABLE FRIENDSHIP OK MY *LIFE. 

father’s death, writings and other proceedings up 
TO 1840 

‘ /' 

It was at the period of my mental progress which I have now 
reached that I formed the friendship which has been the 
honour and chief blessing of my existence, as well as the 
source of a great part of alPthat^I have attempted to dt>, or 
ho;wt? to effect hereafter, for human improvement. My first 
introductioi^^ to the lady who, after % friends hip o £ twenty 
years, consented to become my v^ife, was in /ShO, when I was 
in my twenty-fifth and she in her twerfj^y-third year. With her 
husband’s family it was the renewal of an old acquaintanceship. 
His grandfather lived in the next house to my father’s in 
Newington Green, and I had sometimes, when ,a boy, been 
invited to play in the old gentleman’s garden. He was a fine 
specimen of the old Scotch Puritan ; stern, severe, and power- 
ful, but very kind to children, on whom such men make a 
lasting impression. Although it was years after my introduc- 
tion to Mrs. Taylor before my acquaintance with her became at 
all intfimate or confidential, I very soon felt her to be the most 
admirable person I had ever known. It is not to be supposed 
that she was, or that anyone, at the age at which I first saw 
®^her, could be, all that she afterwards became. Least of all 
could this be true of her, with whom self-improvement, 
progress in the highest and in all senses, was a law of her 
nature ; a necessity equally from the ardour with which she 
sought it, and the spontaneous tendency of faculties 

which could not receive an impression or an experience without 
making it the source or the occasion of tm accession of wisdom. 
Up ;to the time when I first saw her, her rich and powerful 
liature had chiefiy unfolded itself according to the received 
type of feminine genius. To her outer circle she was a beauty 

io6 
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and a wit^ with an air of naturid distinction^ felt by all who 
approached her : to the inner, a woman of deep and strong 
feeling, of penetrating and intuitive intelligence, and of an 
eminently meditalive and poetic nature. Married at an early 
age to a most upright, brave, and honourable man, of liberal 
opinions and good education, but ilithout the intellectual or 
artistic tastes which wo«ild have made him a companion for her, 
though a steady and affectionate friend, for whom she had true 
esteem and the strongest affection through life, and whom sJie 
most deeply lamented when dead ; shut out* by the social dis- 
abilities of women from any adequate exercise of her highest 
faculties in action on the world without ; her life was one of 
inward meditation, varied by familiar intercourse with a small 
circle of friends, of whom one only (long since deceased) was a 
person of genius, or of capacities of feeling or intellect kindred 
with her own, but all had more or less of alliance with her in 
sentiments and opinions. Jlnto this circle I had the good for- 
tune to be admitted, and I soon perceived that she nosscBsenyn 
combin^J^n the qiiajiJies which in all other per|pns whom I 
had known 1 hlJd been only^too happy to find singly. In her, 
complete emancipation%Trom every kind of superstition (in- 
cluding that which attributes a pretended perfection to the 
order of nature and the universe), and an earnest protest 
against many things which are still part of the established con- 
stitution of society, resulted not from the hard intellect, but 
from strength of noble and elevated feeling, and co-existed 
with a highly reverential nature. In general spiritual charac- 
teristics, as well as in temperament and organization, I have 
often compared her, as she was at this time, to Shelley : but in 
thought and intellect, Shelley, so far as his powers wdte de- 
veloped in his short life, was but a child compared with what 
she ultimately became. Alike in the highest regions of specu- 
lation and in the smaller practical concerns of daily life, her ^ 
mind was the same perfect instrument, piercing to the very 
heart and marrow of the matter; always seizing the Essential 
idea or principle. The same exactness and rapidity of opera- 
tion} pervading as it did her sensitive as well as her mental 
faculties, would, with her gifts of feeling and imagination, have 
fitted her to be a coiisummate artist, as her fiery and tender 
soul and her vigorous eloquence would certainly have made,, her 
a great orator, and her profound knowledge of human nature 
and discernment and sagacity in practical life, would, in the 
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times when such a carriere w£js open to women, have made her 
eminent among the rulers of mankind. Her intellectual gifts 
did but minister to a moral character at once the noblest and 
the best balanced which I have ever met with in life. Her un- 
selfishness was not that of a taught system of duties, but of a 
heart which thoroughly identified itself with the feelings of 
others, and often went to excess in coirsideration for them by 
imaginatively investing their feelings with the intensity of its 
own. Ttie passion of justice might have been thought to be 
her strongest feeding, but for her boundless generosity, and a 
lovir\gness ever ready to pour itself forth upon any or all 
human beings who were capable of giving the smallest feeling 
in return. The rest of *her moral charayceristics were such as 
naturally accompany these qualities of mind and heart : the 
most genuine modesty combined with the loftiest pride; a 
simplicity and sincerity which were absolute, towards all who 
were fit to receive them ; the utmost scorn of whatever was 
nvjean^and ^owardly, and a burning indignation at everything 
brutal or tyrannical, faithless or dishc\;^<r)urab]e in cpaduct and 
character, while making the broMest distinctfbn Between mala 
m se and mere tnah prohibita — between acts giving evidence of 
intrinsic badness in feeling and character, and those which are 
only violations of conventions either good or bad, violations 
which, whether in themselves right or wrong, are capable of 
being committed by persons in every other respect lovable or 
admirable. 

To be admitted into any degree of mental intercourse with a 
being of these qualities, could not but have a most beneficial 
influence on my development; though the effect was only 
gradttal, and many years elapsed before her mental progress 
and mine went forward in the complete companionship they at 
last attained. The benefit I received was far greater than any 
which I could hope to give ; though to her, who had at first 
reached her opinions by the moral intuition of a character of 
strong Iteeling, there was doubtless help as well as encourage-^ 
ment to be derived from one who had arrived at many of the 
same results by study and reasoning : and in the rapidity of her 
intellectual growth, her mental activity, which converted every- 
thing, into knowledge, doubtless drew from me, as it did from 
other sources, many of its materials. What I owe, even intellec- 
tually, to her, is in its detail almost infinite ; of its general char- 
acter a few words will give i^me, though a very imperfect, idea. 
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With those who, like all the beat and wisest of mankind, are 
dissatisfied with human life as it is, and whose feelings are 
wholly identified with its radical amendment, there are two 
main regions of tBought. One is the region of ultimate aims ; 
the constituent elements of the highest realizable ideal of 
human life. The other is that of tlfe immediately useful and 
practically attainable. ^In both these departments, I have ac- 
quired more from her teaching, than from all other sources 
taken together. And, to say truth, it is in tRese tyo 
extremes principally, that real certainty lies. * My own strength 
lay wholly in the uncertain .and slippery intermediate region, 
that of theory, or nmral and political science : respecting the 
conclusions of whlcl^ In any of the fRrms in which I have re- 
ceived or originated them, whether as political economy, 
analytic psychology, logic, philosophy of history, or anything 
else, it is not the least of my intellectual obligations to her that 
I have derived from her a ^wise Scepticism, which, while it has 
not hindered me from following out the honest ex^cise*of my 
thinkingjfaculties to )^l^tever conclusions might rtiult from*it, 
has put me on iBy guard against holding or announcing these 
conclusions with a degi^e of confidence which the nature of 
such speculations d^s not warrant, and has kept my mind not 
only open to admit,^Sat prompt to welcome and eager to seek, 
even on the questions on which I have most meditated, any pros- 
pect of clearer perceptions and better evidence. I have often 
received praise, which in my own right I only partially deserve, 
for the greater practicality which is supposed to be found in my 
writings, compared with those of most thinkers who have been 
equally addicted to large generalizations. The writings in 
which this quality has been observed, were not the work«of one 
mind, but of the fusion of two, one of them as pre-eminently 
practical in its judgments and perceptions of things present, as 
it was high and bold in its anticipations for a remote futurity. 

At the present period, however, this influence was only one " 
among many which were helping to shape the character of my 
future development : and even after it became, I may truly say, 
the presiding principle of my mental progress, it did not alter 
the path, but only made me move forward more boldly, and, at 
the same time, more cautiously, in the same course. The only 
actual revolution which has ever taken place in my m^es of 
tliinking, was already complete. My new tendencies had to be 
confirmed in some respects, modertited in others : but the only 
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substantial changes of opinion that were yet to come, related 
to politics, and consisted, on one hand, in a greater approxima- 
tion, so far as regards the ultimate prospects of humanity, to a 
qualified Socialism, and, on the other, a shifting of my political 
ideal from pure demociacy, as commonly understood by its jiar- 
tisans, to the modified form of it which is set forth in my 
Consujieraimis on Representative Governmsjfd, 

This last change, which took place very gradually, dates its 
coiumenctment from my reading, or rather study, of M. de 
Tocqueville’s Detrtocrac^ in America^ which fell into my hands 
immediately after its first appearance. In that remarkable 
work, the excellences of democracy were pointed out in a more 
conclusive, because a irSsre specific, manjLer than I had ever 
known them to be, even by the most enthusiastic democrats; 
while the specific dangers which beset democracy, considered 
as the government of the numerical majority, were brought 
into equally strong light, and subjected to a masterly analysis, 
not as<< reasons for resisting what tlie author considered as an 
inevitable result of human progress, b\iti..as indica tjp ns of the 
weak points of popular government, the defeffees by which it 
needs to be guarded, and the correctAies which must be added 
to it in order that while full [>lay is given to its beneficial ten- 
dencies, those which are of a different nature may be neutralized 
or mitigated. I was now well prepared for specula^tions of this 
character, and from this time onward my own thoughts tooved 
more and more in the same channel, though the consequent 
modifications in my practical political creed were spread over 
many years, as would be shown by comparing my, first review of 
Democracy in America, written and published in 1835, with the 
one iifr 1 8 10 (repainted in the Dissert, aiions), and this last, with 
the Considerations on Represenlatwe. Govmment, 

A collateral subject on which also I derived great benefit 
from the study of Tocqueville, was the fundamental question of 
centralization. The powerful philosophic analysis which he ap- 
plied tc^American and to French experience, led him to attach 
the utmost importance to the performance of as much of the col* 
lective business of society, as can safely be so performed, by Ae 
people themselves, without any intervention of the executive 
government, either to supersede their agency, or to dictate the 
manner of its exercise. He viewed this practical political 
activity of the individual citizen, not only as one of the most 
effectual means of training the social feelings and practical 
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intelligence of the people, so important in themselves and so 
indispensable to good government, but also as the specific 
counteractive to some of the characteristic infirmities of democ- 
racy, and a necessaiy protection against its degenerating into the 
only despotism of which, in the modern world, there is real 
danger — the absolute rule of the hee^ of the executive over a 
congregation of isolated individuals, all equals but all slaves. 
There, wjis, indeed, no Anmediate peril from this source on the 
British side of the Channel, where nine tenths of th^ internal 
business which elsewhere devolves on the ^ government w?is 
transacted by agencies independent of it ; where centralization 
was, and is, the subject not ohly of rational disapprobations but 
of unreasoning preju(|jce ; where jealcfisy of government inter- 
ference was a blind teeliug preventing or resisting even the 
most beneficial exertion of legislative authority to correct the 
abuses of what pretends to be local self-government, but is, too 
often, selfish mismanagement of Ipcal interests by a jobbing and 
bonw local oligarchy. But the more certain the public were to 
go wrong on the side opposed to centralization, j^ie ^eatev 
danger ther(^lest^|iRilosophic reformers should fall into the 
contrary error, and overk>ok the mischiefs of which they had 
been spared the painful^xpcrience. I was myself, at this very 
liime, actively engaged in defending important measures, such 
as the great Poor Law Reform of 1834, against an irrational 
clamour grounded on the anti-centralization })re judice : and had it 
not been for the lessons of Tocqiieville, I do not know that I might 
not, like many reformers before me, have been hurried into the 
excess opposite to that which, being the one prevalent in my 
own country, it was generally my business to combat. As it is, 
I have steered carefully between the two errors, and, whether I 
have or have not drawn the line betw^een them exactly m the 
right place, 1 have at least insisted with equal emphasis upon 
the evils on both sides, and have made the means of reconciling 
the advantages of both a subject of serious study. 

In the meanwhile had taken place the election of ^ the first 
Reformed Parliament, which included several of tjSe most 
ngjable of my Radical friends and acquaintances — Grote, 
Roeouck, Buller, Sir William Molesworth, John and Edward 
Romilly, and several more; besides Warburton, Strutt, and 
others, who were in Parliament already. Those who*^tliought 
themselves, and were called by their friends, the philosophic 
Radicals, had now, It seemed, a fair opportunity, in a more 
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advantageous position than ^hey had ever before occupied^ for 
showing what was in them ; and I, as ’well as my father, founded 
great hopes on them. These hopes were destined to be dis- 
appointed. The men were honest, and*^ faithful to their 
opinions, as far as votes were concerned ; often in spite of much 
discouragement. When mieasures were proposed, flagrantly at 
variance with their principles, such as the Irish Coercion Bill, or 
the Canada Coercion in 1837, they cai&e forward manfully and 
braved ^^ny amount of hostility and prejudice rather than 
desert the right But on the whole they did very little to 
promote any opinions ; they had little enterprise, little activity ; 
they®lefb the lead of the Radical portion of the House to the 
old hands, to Hume and O’Connell. A jfartial exception must 
be made in favour of one or two of the younger men ; and in 
the case of Roebuck it is his title to permanent remembrance 
that in the very first year during which he sat in Parliament he 
originated (or re-originated after the unsuccessful attempt of 
Mr. Brougham) the parliamentai^y movement for National 
Education V and that he was the first to commence, and for 
years carried on almost alone, t>he coSfEEst fiw the fiCft-govern- 
ment of the Colonies. Nothing, on*Uie whole equal to these 
two things, was done by any other individual, even of those 
from whom most was expected. And now, on a calm retrospect, 
I can perceive that the men were less in fault than we sup- 
posed, and that we had expected too much from them. - They 
were in unfavourable circumstances. Their lot was cast in the 
ten years of inevitable reaction, when, the Reform excitement 
being over, and the few legislative improvements which the 
public really called for having been rapidly effected, power 
gravitated back in its natural direction, to those who were for 
keeping things as they were ; when the public mind desired 
rest, and was less disposed than at any other period since the 
Peace to let itself be moved by attempts to work up the 
Reform feeling into fresh activity in favour of new things. It 
would jip,ve required a great political leader, which no one is to 
be blamed for not being, have effected really great things by 
parliamentary discussion when the nation was in this 
My father and I had hoped that some competent leader might 
arise ; some man of philosophic attainments and popular 
talents', '^ho could have put heart into the many younger or 
less* distinguished men that would have been ready to join him 
— could have made them available, to the extent of their 
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talents^ in bringing advanced ideas before the public — could 
have used the House of Commons as a rostra or a teacher’s 
chair for instructing and impelling the public mind ; and would 
either have forchd the Whigs to receive their measures from 
him, or have taken the lead of the Reform party out of their 
hands. Such a leader there would Have been, if my father had 
been in Parliament. JFor want of such a man the instructed 
Radicals sank into a mere C6t6 Gauche of the Whig party. 
With a keen and, as I now think, an exaggerated s^se of 4;he 
possibilities which were open to the Radicals* if they made even 
ordinary exertion for their jopinlons, I laboured from thjp time 
till 1839) both by personal influence with some of them, and by 
writings, to jmt ideas into their hea&s, and purpose into their 
liearts. I did some good with Charles Buller, and some with 
Sir William Molesworth ; both of whom did valuable service, 
but were unhappily cut off almost in the beginning of their 
usefulness. On the whol^ however, my attempt was vain. To 
have had a chance of succeeding in it, required a difl'er/^nt 
position from mine.^ Jt was a task only for one who, being 
himself In ParHament, could have mixed with the Radical 
members in daily conanfltation, could ,himself have taken the 
initiative, and, instead of urging others to lead, could have 
summoned them to follow. 

What 1 CQuld do by writing, I did. During the year 1833 I 
continued working in the Exa7niner with Fonblanque, who at 
that time was zealous in keeping up the fight for Radicalism 
against the Whig ministry. During the session of I 

wrote comments on passing events, of the nature of newspaper 
articles (under the title of Notes on the Newspapers*'), in the 
Monthly Repository, a magazine conducted by Mr. Fcflt, well 
known as a preacher and political orator, and subsequently as 
member of Parliament for Oldham ; with whom I had lately 
become acquainted, and for whose sake chiefly I wrote in his ^ 
magazine. I contributed several other articles to this periodical, 
the' most considerable of which (on the theory of Pd^try) is 
reprinted in the Dusertalions, Altogether, the writings (inde- 
piNidently of those in newspapers) which I published from 
1835i to amount to a large volume. This, however, 

includes abstracts of several of Plato’s Dialogues, with .introduc- 
tory remarks, which, though not published until 1834, had been 
written several years earlier, and which I afterw'ards, on various 
occasions, found to have been read, and their authorship 
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known^ by more people thai> were aware of anything else 
which I bad written, up to that time. To complete the tale of 
my writings at this period, I may add that in 1833, at the 
request of Bulwer, who was just then completing his England 
and the English (a work, at that time, greatly in advance of the 
public mind), I wrote for him a critical account of Bentham’s 
philosophy, a small part of which he incorporated iu his text, 
and printed the rest (with an honourahfe acknowledgment) as 
an appendix. In this, along with the favourable, a part also of 
the unfavourable side of my estimation of Bentham*s doctrines, 
considered as a complete philosophy, was for the first time put 
into print. 

But an op|M)rtunity sobn offered, by whfch, as it seemed, I 
might have it in my power to give more effectual aid, and, at tl\e 
same time, stimulus, to the ^^philosophic Radical" party, than I 
had done hitherto. One of the projects occasionally talked of 
betw'ecn my father and me, ami some of the parliamentary and 
other Radicals who frequented his house, was the foundation of 
a periodical wgan of philosophic radicf^jism, to take the place 
which the Westminster Review had been intendcii to fillTand the 
scheme had gone so far as to brin^ under discussion the 
pecuniary contributions which could be looked for, and the 
choice of an editor. Nothing, however, came of It for some 
time : but in the summer of 1 834 Sir William Molesworth, him- 
self a laborious student, and a precise and metaphysical thinker, 
capable of aiding the cause by his pen as well as by his purse, 
spontaneously proposed to establish a Review, provided I would 
consent to be the real, if I could not be the ostensible, editor. 
Such a proposal was not to be refused ; and the Review was 
founded, at first under the title of the Loiidon Review, and after- 
wards under that of the London and Weshninsier, Molesworth 
having bought the Westminster from its proprietor. General 
• Thompson, and merged the two into one. In the years between 
*1834 and 1840 the conduct of this Review occupied the greater 
part of^y spare time. In the beginning, it did not, as a whole, 
by any means represent* my opinions. I was under the 
necessity of conceding much to my inevitable associates. 

Review was established to be the representative of the " philo- 
sophic Rjitflicals," with most of whom I was now at issue on many 
essentiaf points, and among whom I could not even claim to be 
the most important individual. My father’s co-operation as a 
writer we all deemed indispensable, and he wrote largely in it 
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until prevented by his last illness? The subjects of his articles, 
and the strength, and decision with which his opinions were 
expressed in them, made the Bevieiv at first derive its tone and 
colouring from him much more than from any of the other 
writers. I could not exercise editorial control over his articles, 
and I was sometimes obliged to sacrifice to him portions of my 
own. The old Wextmii^ter Review doctrines, but little modified, 
thus formed the staple of the Review ; but I hoped, b^ the side 
of these, to introduce other ideas and another tone, and*to 
obtain for my own shade of opinion a fair representation, 
along with those of other members of the part)^ With this 
end chiefly in view,%T made it one o^ the peculiarities of the 
work that every article should bear an initial, or some other 
signature, and be held to express the opinions solely of the 
individual writer; the editor being only responsible for its 
being worth publishing, and not In conflict with the objects for 
which the Review was set«on fdot. I had an opportunity of 
putting in practice my scheme of conciliation beti^en the V)ld 
and the pew ^^philosophic radicalism,’* by the choice of a sub- 
ject for my own^rst contribution. Professor Sedgwick, a man 
of eminence In a particular walk of natural science, but who 
should not have trespassed into philosophy, had lately published 
his Discourse on the Studies of Cambridge, which had as its most 
prominent feature an intemperate assault on analytic psychology 
and utilitarian ethics, in the form of an attack on Locke and 
Paley, This had excited great indignation in my father and 
others, which I thought it fully deserved. And here, I 
imagined, was an opportunity of at the same time repelling an 
unjust attack, and inserting into my defence of Hartleianism 
and Utilitarianism a number of the opinions which con^ituted 
my view of those subjects, as distinguished from that of my old 
associates. In this I partially succeeded, though my relation to 
my father would have made it painful to me in any case, and 
impossible In a Review for which he wrote, to speak out my 
whole mind on the subject at this time. ^ 

I am, however. Inclined to think that my father was not so 
ffllCh opposed as he seemed, to the modes of thought in which 
1 believed myself to differ from him ; that he did injustice to 
his own opinions by the unconscious exaggerations of* an intel- 
lect emphatically polemical ; and that when thinking without 
an adversary in view, he was willing to make room for a great 
portion of the truths he seemed to deny. I have frequently 
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observed that he made large ellowance in practice for consider- 
ations which seemed to have no place in ^his theory. His 
Frag7nent on Mackintosh, which he wrote and published about this 
time^ although I greatly admired some partsT of it, I read as a 
whole with more pain than pleasure ; yet on reading it again, 
long after, I found little iti the opinions it contains, but what I 
think in the main just ; and 1 can even sympathize in his 
disgust at the vcriiage of Mackintosh, though his asperity 
towards it went not only beyond what was judicious, but 
beyond what was even fair. One thing,, which I thought, 
at t{}e time, of good augury, was the very favourable 
reception he gave to Tocqueville*s De^nocracy in America, 
It is true, he said and thought much more about what 
Tocqueville said in favour of democracy, than about what he 
said of its disadvantages. Still, his high appreciation of a book 
which was at any rate an example of a mode of treating the 
question of government almost the reverse of his — ^wholly 
inductive a^jd analytical, instead of purely ratiocinative — gave 
me great Encouragement. He also approved of an, article 
which I published in the first number following the junction of 
the two reviews, the essay reprinted in the Dissertations, under 
the title Civilization ; into which I threw many of my new 
opinions, and criticised rather emphatically the mental and 
moral tendencies of the times, on grounds and In a manner 
which I certainly had not learnt from him. 

All speculation, however, on the possible future developments 
of my father’s opinions, and on the probabilities of permanent 
co-operation between him and me in the promulgation of our 
thoughts, was doomed to be cut short. During the whole of 
1835 his health had been declining; bis symptoms became un- 
equivocally those of pulmonary consumption, and after lingering 
to the last stage of debility, he died on the 23rd of June, 1836. 
Until the last few days of his life there was no apparent abate- 
ment of intellectual vigour; his interest in all things and 
persorta-^that had interested him through life was undiminished, 
nor did the approach of death cause the smallest wavering (as 
in so strong and firm a mind it was impossible that it shoulq^idu 
his convictions on the subject of religion. His principal satls- 
factio%j8ufter he knew that his end was near, seemed to be the 
thought of what he had done to make the world better than he 
jfound it ; and his chief regret in not living longer, that he had 
not had time to do more. 
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His place is an eminent one in the literary, and even in the 
political, history his country ; and it is far from honourable 
to the generation which has benefited by his worth, that he is 
so seldom mentioned, and, compared with men far his inferiors, 
so little remembered. This is probably to be ascribed mainly 
to two causes. In the first place, the thought of him merges too 
much in the deservedly superior fame of Bentham. Yet he was 
anything but Bentham s mere follower or disciple. Precisely 
because he was himself one of the most original thinkers 
of Ins time, he one of the earliest to appreciate and 
adopt the most important jnass of original thought yrhich 
had been produceAby the generation pi;pceding him. His 
mind and Bentham s were essentially*bf different construction. 
He had not all Bentham’s high qualities, but neither had 
Bentham all his. It would, indeed, be ridiculous to claim for 
him the praise of having accomplished for mankind such 
splendid services as Benthfm*s. •He did not revolutionize, or 
rather create, one of the great departments of hum^n thought. 
But, leaving out of tlje jeckoning all that portion of his labours 
in which he bei/efited by what Bentham had done, and count- 
ing only what he achieved in a province in which Bentham 
had done nothing, that of analytic psychology, he will be 
known to posterity as one of the greatest names in that most 
important branch of speculation, on which all the moral and 
political sciences ultimately rest, and will mark one of the 
essential stages in its progress. The other reason which has 
made his fame less than he deserved, is that, notwithstanding 
the great number of his opinions which, partly through his own 
efforts, have now been generally adopted, there was, on the 
whole, a marked opposition between his spirit and thatpof the 
present time. As Brutus was called the last of the Romans, 
80 was he the last of the eighteenth century : he continued its 
tone of thought and sentiment into the nineteenth (though not 
unmodified nor unimproved), partaking neither in the good nor 
in the bad influences of the reaction against the eigMeenth 
century, which was the great characteristic of the first half of the 
iMhi^teenth. The eighteenth century was a great age, an age 
of strong and brave men, and he was a fit companion for its 
strongest and bravest. By his writings and his peisonal in- 
fluence he was a great centre of light to his generation. 
During his later years he was quite as much the head *and 
leader of the intellectual radicals in England, as Voltaire was 
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of the pkilosophes of France, ft is only one of his minor merits^ 
that he was the originator of all sound statei^manship in regard 
to the subject of his largest work, India. He wrote on no sub- 
ject which he did not enrich with valuable thought; and, except- 
ing the Elements of Politwal Economy, a very useful book when 
first written, but which has now for some time finished its work, 
it will be long before any of his bool^s will be wholly super- 
seded, o£ will cease to be instructive reading to students of 
tbfeir subjects. In the power of influencing, by mere fo^ce of 
mind and character, the convictions and puri )oses of others, and 
in the strenuous exertion of that power ^"o promote freedom 
and progress, he left, as ]|jny knoivledge ext|^nds, no equal among 
men, and but one among women. 

Though acutely sensible of my own inferiority in the qualities 
by which he acquired his personal ascendency, 1 had now to try 
what it might be possible for me to accomplish without him ; 
and the Revie^v was the instrtimenV on which I built my chief 
hopes* of ^tablishing a useful influence over the liberal and 
democratic section of the public mtoid. Deprived of my 
father’s aid, I was also exejupted from tfie restraints and 
reticences by which that aid had been pCl'rchased. I did not feel 
that there was any other radical writer or politician to whom I 
was bound to defer, further than consisted with my own 
opinions; and, having the complete confidence of.Molesworth, 
I resolved henceforth to give full scope to my own opinions and 
modes of thought, and to open the Beiic?v more widely to all 
writers who were in sympathy with Progress as I understood it, 
even though T should lose by it the support of my former 
associates. Carlyle, consequently, became from this time a fre- 
quenf'ivriter in the Review ; Sterling, soon after, an occasional 
one; and though each individual article continued to be the 
expression of the private sentiments of its writer, the general 
tone conformed in some tolerable degree to my opinions. For 
the conduct of the Reiiew, under and in conjunction with me, 
I asso^ated with myself a young Scotchman of the name of 
Robertson, who had some ability and information, much industry, 
and an active scheming head, full of devices for makin^^^ 
Review more saleable, and on whose capacities in that direction 
I founded a good deal of hope ; insomuch, that when Moles- 
woiirth, in the beginning of 1837, became tired of carrying on 
the Review at a loss, and desirous of getting rid of it (he had 
done his part honourably, and at no small pecuniary cost), I, 
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very imprudently for my own pKicuniary interest, and very 
much, from reliancp on Robertson’s devices, determined to con- 
tinue it at my own risk, until his plan should have I\ad a fair 
trial. The devices were good, and I never had any reason to 
change my opinion of them. But I do not believe that any 
devices would have made a x’adicaf and democratic review 
defray its expenses, including a jwiid editor or sub-editor, and a 
liberal payment to writers. I myself and several frequent con- 
tributors gave our^ labours gratuitously, as we had •done for 
Molesworth, but thi paid contributors continued to be remuner- 
ated on the usual scale of the. Edinburgh and (Quarterly Reviews ; 
and this could not b« done from the proceecjg of the sale. 

In the same year, 1837, and in th^ midst of these occupa- 
tions, I resumed the Logic. I had not touched my pen on the 
subject for five years, having been stopped and brought to 
a halt on the threshold of Induction. 1 had gradually dis- 
covered that what was rfainly* wanting, to overcome the 
difficulties of that branch of the subject, was a copj^rchensiye 
and, at the same tiiqe, taccurate view of the whole circle of 
physical science, l^hich I fear&l it would take me a long course 
of study to acquire ; si^e I knew not ,of any book, or other 
guide, that would spread out before me the generalities and 
processes of the sciences, and J apprehended that I should have 
no choice but to extract them for myself, as 1 best could, from 
the details. Happily for me. Dr. Whewell, early in this year, 
published his History of the Inductive Sciences. I read it with 
eagerness, and found in it a considerable approximation to 
what I wanted. Much, if not most, of the philosophy of the 
work appeared open to objection; but the materials were there, 
for my own thoughts to work upon : and the author ha^ given 
to those materials that first degree of elaboration which so 
greatly facilitates and abridges the subsequent labour. I 
had . now obtained what I had been waiting for. Under the 
impulse given me by the thoughts excited by Dr. Whewell, 
I read again Sir J. Herschel’s discourse on the Study of I^tural 
Philosophy ; and I was able to measifre the progress my mind 
*lMlli4pade, by the great help I now found in this work— though 
I had read and even reviewed it several years before with little 
profit. I now set myself vigorously to work out the snlyect in 
thought and in writing. The time 1 bestowed on this had to be 
stolen from occupations more urgent. I had just two months 
to spare, at this period, in the intervals of writing for the 
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Review, In these two months I completed the first draft 
of about a third, the most difficult third, of ^le book. What I 
had before written, I estimate at another &ird, so that one* 
third remained. What I wrote at this time consisted of the 
remainder of the doctrine of Reasoning (the theory of 
Trains of Reasoning, and Demonstrative Science), and the 
greater part of the Book on Induction. ^ When this was done, I 
had, as it seemed to me, untied all the really hard knots, and 
the completion of the book had become ^nly a question of 
time. Having got thus far, I had to leave £fF in order to 'write 
two articles for the next number of the mview. When these 
were written, I r/fturned to the subj^, and now for the 
first time fell in with Comte’s Courx de Pkilosophie Positive, or 
rather with the two volumes of it which were all that had 
at that time been published. 

My theory of Induction was substantially completed before I 
knew of Comte’s book ; and ifr is pohaps well that I came to it 
by; a diffeK|nt road from his, since the consequence has been 
that my treatise contains, what his ce]|;ayily does not, a reduc- 
tion of the inductive process to strict rules Ind to a scientific 
test, such as the syllogism is for ratiociiSration. Comte is always 
precise and profound on the method of investigation, but he 
does not even attempt any exact definition of the conditions of 
proof : and his writings show that he never attained a just 
conception of them. This, however, was specifically the 
problem which, in treating of Induction, I had proposed to 
myself. Nevertheless, I gained much from Comte, with which 
to enrich my chapters in the subsequent rewriting : and his 
book was of essential service to me in some of the parts which 
still r^nained to be thought out. As his subsequent volumes 
successively made their appearance, I read them with avidity, 
but, when he reached the subject of Social Science, with vary- 
ing feelings. The fourth volume disappointed me; it contain^ 
those of his opinions on social subjects with which I most 
disag]®e. But the fifth, containing the connected view of 
history, rekindled all my enthusiasm; which the sixth (or 
concluding) volume did not materially abate. In a 
logical point of view, the only leading conception for which I 
am in4ebted to him is that of the Inverse Deductive Method, 
as the one chiefly applicable to the complicated subjects of 
History and Statistics : a process differing ftom the more 
common form of the deductive method in this — that instead of 
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arriving at its conclusions by general reasoning,, and verifying 
them by specific experience (as is the natural order in the 
deductive branch A of physical science), it obtains its general- 
izations by a coJlrftion of specific experience, and verifies them 
by ascertaining whether they are such as would follow from 
known general principles. This was tfn idea entirely new to me 
when I found it in Comte : and but for him I might not soon 
(if ever) have arrived at it. 

I had been long an ardent admirer of Comte’s writiilgs befojfe 
I had any communication with himself ; nor did I ever, to the 
last, see him in the wody. But for some years we were frecjuent 
correspondents, unti\ our correspondence beanie controversial, 
and our zeal cooled. ^ I was the first tcfslacken correspondence ; 
he was the first to drop it. I found, and he probably found 
likewise, that I could do no good to his mind, and that all the 
good he could do to mine, he did by his books. This would 
never have led to discont^iuance of intercourse, if the differ- 
ences between us had been on matters of simple doc^Jfrine^ But 
they were chiefly on th^e points of opinion which blended* in 
both of us with*«our strongd^jt feelings, and determined the 
entire direction of our ji^fiirations. I had fully agreed with him 
when he maintained that the mass of mankind, including even 
their rulers in all the practical departments of life, must, from 
the necessity of the case, accept most of their opinions on 
political and social matters, as they do on pliysica], from the 
authority of those who have bestowed more study on those 
subjects than they generally have it in their power to do. This 
lesson had been strongly impressed on me by the early work oi 
Comte to which I have adverted. And there was nothing in 
his great Treatise which I admired more than his rem^kable 
exposition of the benefits which the nations of modern Eur(»pe 
have historically derived from the separation, during the Middle 
Ages, of temporal and spiritual power, and the distinct 
organization of the latter. I agreed with him that the moral 
and intellectual ascendency, once exercised by priests, iwust in 
tiipe pass into the hands of philosophers, and will naturally do 
'iViiHiip^hen they become sufficiently unanimous, and in other 
respects worthy to possess it. But when he exaggerated this 
line of thought into a practical system, in which philosophers 
were to be organized into a kind of corporate hierarchy, 
invested with almost the same spiritual supremacy (though 
without any secular power) once possessed by the Catholic 
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Church ; when 1 found him relying on this spiritual authority as 
the only security for good govemmentj the s^le bulwark against 
practical oppression, and expecting that bjr it a system of 
despotism in the state and despotism in thfe family would be 
rendered innocuous and beneficial; it is not surprising that, 
while as logicians we wfere nearly at one, as sociologists we 
could travel together no further. M. Comte lived to carry out 
these doctrines to their extremest consequences, by planning, 
in his lai5t work, the de Volitiqne Posp^ive, the completest 

system of spiritual and temporal dcspotifjm which evei* yet 
emanated from a human brain, unless posatbly that of Ignatius 
Loyola: a systenj;,by which the yoke pf general opinion, 
wielded by an organized body of spiritual teachers and rulers, 
would be made supreme over every action and, as far as is in 
human possibility, every thought of every member of the com- 
munity, as well in the things which regard only himself as in 
those which concern the interests 4^f others. It is but just to 
say that Knis work is a considerable improvement, in many 
points of feeling, over Comte’s previo^ts writings on the same 
subjects; but as an accession to social philosophy, the only 
value it seems to me to possess, consistsi^n putting an end to the 
notion that no effectual moral authority can be maintained over 
society without the aid of religious belief; for Comte’s work 
recognises no religion except that of Humanity, yejt it leaves an 
irresistible conviction that any moral beliefs concurred imby the 
community generally, may be brought to bear upon the whole 
conduct and lives of its individual members, with an energy and 
potency truly alarming to think of. The book stands a monu- 
mental warning to thinkers on society and politics, of what 
happens when (mce men lose sight, in their speculations, of the 
value of Liberty and of Individuality. 

To return to myself. The Rtwietr engrossed, for some time 
longer, nearly all the time I could devote to authorship, or to 
thinking with authorship in view. The articles from the London 
arid Westminster Revieir which are reprinted in the Dissertations 
are scarcely a fourth partH)f those I wrote. In the conduct of 
the Reeiew I had two principal objects. One was tn * 
philosophic radicalism from the reproach of sectarian Bentham- 
ism. \ desired, while retaining the precision of expression, the 
definiteness of meaning, the contempt of declamatory phrases 
and vague generalities, which were so honourably characteristic 
both of Bentham 4nd of my father, to give a wider basis and 
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more free and genial character to. Radical speculations ; to show 
that there was a Radical philosophy, better and more complete 
than Bentham*s, While recognising and incorporating all of 
Bentham's yrhich^Ls permanently valuable. In this first object 
I, to a certain extent, succeeded. The other thing I attempted, 
was to stir up the educated Radicals, tn and out of Parliament, 
to exertion, and induce them to make themselves — what I 
thought by using the ‘^>roper means they might become — a 
powerful party cap^^le of taking the government of the?comitiy, 
or at*] east of dictatjig the terms on which they should share it 
with the Whigs, 'fcis attempt was from the first chimerical : 
partly because the tipiie was unpropitious, the Reform fervour 
being in its period Of ebb, and the TA*y innh^ces powerfully 
rallying ; but still more because, as Austin so truly said, the 
country did not contain the men.*’ Among the Radicals in 
Parliament there were several qualified to be useful members of 
an enlightened Radical pai|:y, but none capable of forming and 
leading such a party. The exhortations 1 addresstil to, them 
found no response. One^occasion did present itself when there 
seemed to be room for a bold &nd successful stroke for Radical- 
ism. Lord Durham h{jd*left the Ministry, by reason, as was 
thought, of their not being sufficiently Liberal ; he afterwards 
accepted from them the task of ascertaining and removing 
the causes of the Canadian rebellion; he had shown a dis- 
position to surround himself at the outset with Radical Advisei*s ; 
one of his earliest measures, a good measure both in intention 
and in effect, having been disapproved and reversed by the 
Government at home, he had resigned his post, and placed 
himself openly in a position of quarrel wuth the Ministers, 
Here was a possible chief for a Radical party in the person of a 
man of importance, who was hated by the Tories and had just 
been injured by the Whigs. Atiyone who had the most 
elementary notions of party tactics must have attempted to 
make something of such an opportunity. Lord Durham was 
bitterly attacked from all sides, inveighed against by entries, 
given up by timid friends; w^hile tl¥)se who would willingly 
“-WiUlii^^efended him did not know what to say. He appeared to 
be reluming a defeated and discredited man. I had followed 
the Canadian events from the beginning ; I had been ope of the 
prompters of his prompters ; his policy was almost exactly what 
mine would have been, and I was in a position to defend it, ' I 
"wrote and published a manifesto In the Review, In which I took 
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the very highest ground in -his behalf^ clainung for him not 
mere acquittal^ but praise and honour. Instantly a number of 
other writers took up tlie tone : 1 believe thire was a portion of 
truth in what Lord Durham^ soon alter, with po4te exagger- 
ation, said to me — ^thal to this article might be ascribed the 
almost triumphal receptidn which he met with on his arrival in 
England. 1 believe it to have been the word in season, which, 
at a critical moment, does much to decfde the result ; the touch 
which determines whether a stone, set in motion at the top of 
an eminence, shall roll down on one side c& on the other.^ All 
hop^ connected with Lord Durham afl a politician soon 
vanished; but wj|J;h regard to Canadia|p^ and generally to 
colonial policy, the oauSe was gained: Lord Durham’s report, 
written by Charles Buller, partly under the inspiration of 
Wakefield, began a new era ; its recommendations, extending to 
complete internal self-government, were in full operation in 
Canada within two or three ryears^i and have been since ex- 
tended tc?*Wiearly all the other colonies, of European race, which 
have any claim to the character of important communities. 
And I may say that in successfully upholdingi^the reputation of 
Lord Durham and his advisers at the* laost imiwrtant moment, 
I contributed materially to this result. 

One other case occurred during ray conduct of the Review^ 
which similarly illustrated the effect of taking a prompt in- 
itiative. 1 believe that the early success and reputation of 
Carlyle’s French Reoohdion were considerably accelerated by 
what I wrote about it in the Keviefv. Immediately on its publi- 
cation, and before the commonplace critics, all whose rules and 
modes of judgment it set at defiance, had time to pre-occupy 
the ptoblic with their disapproval of it, I wrote and published a 
review of the book, hailing it as one of those productions of 
genius which are above all rules, and are a law to themselves. 
Neither in this case nor in that of Lord Durham do I ascribe 
the impression, which I think was produced by what I wrote, to 
any Articular merit of execution : indeed, in at least one of 
the cases (the article oi> Carlyle) I do not think the execution 
was good. And in both instances, 1 am persuaded they;^«iii|y 
body, in a position to be read, who had expressed the same 
opinion jit the same precise time, , and had made any tolerable 
statement of the just grounds for it, would have produced the 
saline effect. But, after the complete failure of my hopes pf 
putting a new life into Radical politics by means of the 
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Revmv, I am glad to look back on these two instances of success 
in an honest attempt to do immediate service to things and 
persons that deserved it. 

After the last hbpe of the formation of a Radical party had 
disappeared^ it was time for me to stop the heavy expenditure 
of time and money which the Reviefv *cost me. It had to some 
extent answered my personal purpose as a vehicle for niy 
opinions. It had enabled me to express in print much of 
my altered mode |of thought, and to separate mySelf in »a 
marked manner frlm the narrower Benthamism of my early 
writings. This wa\ done by the general tone of all I wrote, 
including various piwely literary articles, bj i^t especially by the 
two J)apers (reprinted in the t)mcrtaSons)wftfth attempted a 
philosophical estimate of Bentham and of Coleridge. In the 
first of these, while doing full justice to the merits of Bentham, 

I pointed out what I thought the errors and deficiencies of his 
philosophy. The substanc^ of this criticism I still think per- 
fectly just ; but I have sometimes doubted whether i -fwajj ri^ht 
to publish it at that ti^e. I have often felt that Bentham s 
philosophy, as aan^ instrument of progress, has been to some 
extent discredited befoie^it had done its work, and that to lend 
a hand towards lowering its reputation Vas doing more harm 
than service to improvement. Now, however, when a counter- 
reaction appears to be setting in towards what is good in 
Benthamism, I can look with more satisfaction on this criticism 
of its defects, especially as I have myself balanced it by vindica- 
tions of the fundamental principles of Beiitham*s philosophy, 
which are reprinted along with it in the same collection. In 
the essay on Coleridge I attempted to characterize the European 
reaction against the negative philosophy of the eighteenth 
century; and 'here, if the effect only of this one paper were to 
be considered, I might be thought to have erred by giving 
undue prominence to the favourable side, as I had done in the 
case of Bentham to the unfavourable. In both cases, the 
impetus with which I had detached myself from whfi% was 
untenable in the doctrines of Bentham and of the eighteenth 
wKisntury, may have carried me, though in appearance rather 
than^in reality, too far on the contrary side. But as far as 
relates to the article on Coleridge, my defence is, tljat I was 
writing for Radicals and Liberals, and it was my business to 
dwell most on that, in writers of a different school, from the 
knowledge of which they might derive most improvement. 
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The number of the Review which contained the paper on 
Coleridge'j was the last which was published during my pro- 
prietorship. In the spring of 1840 I madet over the Review to 
Mr. Plickson, who had been a frequent andwery useful unpaid 
contributor under my management; only stipulating that the 
change should be markad by a resumption of the old name^ 
that of Westminster Review, Under that name Mr. Hickson 
conducted it for ten years, on the plant of dividing among con- 
tributors only the net proceeds of the Review^ giving his own 
labour as writer and editor gratuitously, fcnder the difkculty 
in obtaining writers, which arose from itJfi low scale of pay- 
merit, it is highly creditable to him that h^was able to maintain, 
in some toleral>ii^''degi<je, the character of the Review as an 
organ of radicalism and progress. I did not cease altogether 
to write for the Reinew, but continued to send it occasional con- 
tributions, not, however, exclusively ; for the greater circulation 
of the Edinburgh Review ind^uced me from this time to offer 
articles tNit also when I had anytning to say for which it ap- 
peajred to be a suitable vehicle. And, the concluding volumes 
of T>emocracy in America having just thSi com^^^out, I inaugurated 
myself as a contributor to the Edinbifr^ by the article on that 
work, which heads the second volume of the Dissertations, 
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GENERAL WEW OF THE REMAINDER OP MY LIFE 

From this time, wfiat is worth relating pf my life will ‘come 
into a very small compass ; for 1 ^ave iSffhFurther mental 
changes to tell of, but only, as I hope, a continued mental 
progress ; which does not admit of a consecutive history, and 
the results of which, if real, will be best found in my writings. 

I shall, therefore, greatly |abridge the chronicle of my sub- 
sequent years. * , 

The first use I mad^ of the leisure which I gained *by 
disconnecting m^Mielf from tile lieviefv, was to finish the Logic. 
In July and August, 1^8^^ 8, I had found an interval in which 
to execute what was still undone of the original draft of the 
Third Book. In working out the logical theory of those laws 
of nature which are not laws of Causation, nor corollaries 
from such Taws, I was led to recognise kinds as realities in 
nature, and not mere distinctions for convenience ; a light 
which I had not obtained when the First Book was written, . 
and which made it necessary for me to modify and enlarge 
several chapters of that Book. The Book on Language and 
Classification, and the chapter on the Classification of Fallacies, 
were drafted in the autumn of the same year ; the remainder 
of the work, in the summer and autumn of 1840. From 
April following, to the end of 1841, my spare time was devoted 
to a complete re-writing of the book from its commencement. 
It is in this way that all my books have been composed. 
They were always written at least 4wice over ; a first draft 
the entire work was completed to the very end of the 
subjSht, then the whole begun again de novo; but incorporating, 
in the second writing, all sentences and parts of sentences of 
the old draft, which appeared as suitable to my purpose 
as anything which I could write in lieu of them. I have found 
great advantages in this system of double redaction. It com- 
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bineSj better than any other mode of composition^ the freshness 
and vigour of the first conception^ with the superior precision 
and completeness resulting from prolonged Uhought. In my 
own case, moreover, I have found that the patience necessary 
for a careful elaboration of the details of composition and 
expression, costs much less effort after the entire subject has 
been once gone through, and the substance of all that I find 
to say has in some manner, however imj>erfect, been got upon 
p^per. The only thing which I am carefuLin the first draft, 
to make as perfect as I am able, is the arrangement. If<?that 
is bad, the whol^ thread on which the ideas string themselves 
becomes twisted ; thoughts placed in a wfong connection are 
not expounded’ik* mi&mer that suits the right, and a first 
draft with this original vice is next to useless as a foundation 
for the final treatment. 

During the re-writing of the Logic, Dr. Whewell’s Philosophy 
of the Inductive Sciences made its aiitpearance ; a circumstance 
fortunate %for me, as it gave me what I greatly desired, a full 
treatment of the subject by an antagonist, and enabled me to 
present my ideas with greater oiearnfcss an^l emphasis as well 
as fuller and more varied development, in defending them 
against definite objections, or confronting them distinctly with 
an opposite theory. The controversies with Dr. Whewell, as 
well as much matter derived from Comte, were first intro- 
duced into the book in the course of the re-writiitg. 

At the end of 1841, the book being ready for the press, I 
offered it to Murray, who kept it until too late for publication 
that season, and then refused it, for reasons which could just as 
well have been given at first. But 1 have had no cause to 
regret, a rejection which led to my offering it to Mr. Parker, 
by whom it was published in the spring of 1843. My original 
expectations of success were extremely limited. Archbishop 
Whately had, indeed, rehabilitated the name of Logic, ,and 
the study of forms, rules, and fallacies of Ratiocination; and 
Dr. lyhewelfs writings had begun to excite an interest in 
the other part of my subject, the theory of Induction. A 
treatise, however, on a matter so abstract, could not 
expected to be popular ; it could only be a book for stuu^ints, 
and students on such subjects were not only (at least in 
Rnglandy few, but addicted chiefly to the opposite school of 
metaphysics, the ontological and "innate principles*' school. 
I therefore did not expect that the book would have many 
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readers, or approvers; and looked for little practical effect 
from it, save that of keeping the tradition unbroken of what 
I thought a betteriphilosophy. Wliat hopes I had of exciting 
any immediate attention, were mainly grounded on the 
polemical propensities of Dr. WheweJl ; who, I thought, 
from observation of his conduct in otl?er cases, would probably 
do something to bring the book into notice, by replying, and 
that promptly, to the attf.ck on his opinions. He did reply, but 
not till 18.00, just in time for me to answer him in tile thirds 
edition. How the Book came to have, for a work of tlie kind, 
so much success, andy^what sort of persons compose the bulk of 
those who have bought, 1 w"ill not venture to say read, it, I 
have never thoroughly understood. But tak?Sf*^ conjunction 
with the many proofs which have since been given of a revival 
of speculation — speculation, too, of a free kind — in many 
quarters, and above all (where at one time I should have least 
expected it) in the Uni verities, Jbhe fact becomes partially 
intelligible. I have never indulged the illusion that xlie hook 
had made any considerable impression on philosophical opinion. 
The German or a priori ticw *of human knowledge, and of 
the knowing faculties, isdikely for some time longer (though it 
may be hoped in a diminishing degree) to predominate among 
those who occupy themselves with such inquiries, both here 
and on the Continent. But the System of Logw; supplies what 
was much wartted, a text-book of the opposite doctrine— tli at 
which derives all knowledge from experience, and all moral 
and intellectual qualities princi[)ally from the direction given 
to the associations. I make as humble an estimate as anybody 
of what either an analysis of logical processes, or any possible 
canons of evidence, can do by themselves towards gui(.li»g or 
rectifying the operations of the understanding. Combined 
with other requisites, 1 certainly do think them of great use ; 
but, whatever may be the practical value of a true philosoi)hy 
of these matters, it is hardly possible to exaggerate the mis- 
chiefs of a false one. The notion that truths external to ^he 
mind may be known by intuition «r consciousness, inde- 
|[|gpdently of observation and experience, is, I am persuaded, 
in thesis times, the great intellectual support of false doctrines 
and bad institutions. By the aid of this theory, every invjeterate 
belief and every intense feeling, of which the origin is' not 
remembered, is enabled to dispense with the obligation of 
justifying itself by reason^, and js erected into its own all- 
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sufficient voucher and justification. There never was such an 
instrument devised for consecrating all deep-seated prejudices. 
And the chief strength of this false philosophy in morals, politics, 
and religion, lies in the appeal whicli it is aCicustomed to mahe 
to the evidence of mathematics and of the cognate branches 
of physical science. Td expel it from these is to drive it 
from its stronghold : and because this had never been effectu- 
ally done, the intuitive school, even rifter what my father had 
Written* in his Anal^m of the MseW, had ip ^appearance, and as 
far as published writings were concerned, on the whoSe the 
best argument. In attempting ^ clear up the real 

nature of tb^e evj^cnce of mathematical*^ and physical truths, 
the System of^%ogic mfet the intuitive philosophers on ground 
on which they had previously been deemed unassailable ; and 
gave its own explanation, from experience and association, of 
that peculiar character of what are called necessary truths, 
which is^adduced as proof that th^ir evidence must come from 
K decper'source than experience. Whether this has been done 
effectually, is still sub judice ; and even then, to deprive a mode 
of thought so strongly rooted In human rejudices and par- 
tialities, of its mere speculative suppiJrt, goes but a very little 
way towards overcoming it; but, though only a step, it is a 
quite indispensable one ; for since, after all, prejudice can only 
be successfully combated by philosophy, no way can really be 
made against it permanently until it has been shown not to 
have philosophy on its side. 

Being now released from any active concern in temporary 
politics, and from any literary occupation involving personal 
communication with contributors and others, I was enabled to 
indulge the inclination, natural to thinking persons when the 
age of bopsh vanity is once j^ast, for limiting my own society 
to a very few persons. General society, as now carried on in 
England, is so insipid an affair, even to the persons who make 
it what it is, that it is kept up for any reason rather than 
thS" pleasure it affords. All serious discussion, on matters 
on which opinions differ, being considered ill-bred, and the 
national deficiency in liveliness and sociability having preventi^ - 
the cultivation of the art of talking agreeably on trifles, in 
which -the French of the last century so much excelled, the 
sole attraction of what is called society to those who are not at 
the top of the tree, is the hope of being aided to climb a little 
higher in it; while to those who are already at the top, it 
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is chiefly a compliance with custom, and with the supposed 
requirements of their station. To a person of any but a very 
common order in* thought or feeling, such society, unless he has 
personal objects to serve by it, must be supremely unattractive : 
and most people, in the present day^ of any really high class of 
intellect, make their contact with it so slight, and at such long 
intervals, as to be almost considered as retiring from it 
altogether. Those persons of any mental superioriW who do 
otherwise, are, al^aost without exception, greatly dAerioratied 
by ft. Not to mention loss of time, the tone of their feelings is 
lowered; they bc^come less in earnest about those of ^ their 
opinions respecting which they mi^t ae maii ^ silent in the 
society they frequent ; they come to look* upon their most 
elevated objects as unpractical, or, at least, too remote from 
realization to be more than a vision, or a theory ; and if, more 
fortunate than most, they retain their higher principles 
unimpaired, yet with respect to*the persons and aft’^rs of their 
own day they insensibly adopt the modes of feelirsg ^nd 
judgment in which tbey can hope for sympathy from the 
company they ktSp. ^ person of high intellect should never 
go into unintellectuii society unless he can enter it as an 
apostle ; yet he is the only person with high objects who can 
safely enter it at all. Persons even of intellectual aspirations 
had much better, if they can, make their habitual associates of 
at least their equals, and, as far as possible, their superioi*s, in 
knowledge, intellect, and elevation of sentiment. Moreover, if 
the character is formed, and the mind made up, on the few 
cardinal points of human opinion, agreement of conviction and 
feeling on these has been felt in all times to be an essential 
requisite of anything worthy the name of friendship, in^ really 
earnest mind. All these circumstances united, made the 
number very small of those whose society, and still more whose 
intimacy, I now voluntarily sought. 

Among these, the principal was the incomparable friend of 
whom I have already spoken. At this period she lived iSiostly 
with one young daughter, in a quiet part of the country, and 
only occasionally in town, with her first husband, Mr. Taylor, 
I visited her equally in both places ; and was greatly indebted 
to the strength of character which enabled her to disregard the 
false interpretations liable to be put on the frequency of my 
visits to her while living generally apart from Mr. Taylor, and 
oa our occasionally travelling together, though in all other 
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respects our conduct during those years gave not the slightes 
ground for any other supposition than the true one, that 
our relation to each other at that time w|is one of strong 
affection and confidential intimacy only. For though we did 
not consider the ordinani;?es of society binding on a subject 
so entirely personal, we did feel bound that our conduct should 
be such as in no degree to bring discredit on her husband, 
nor therefore on herself. 

Iri this third period (as it may be termSed) of my mental 
progress, which now went hand in hand with hers, my opinions 
gained equally in breadth and depth ; I understood more things, 
and those wL:^4iJ^ad ..understood before I now understood 
more thoroughly. I had now completely turned back from 
what there had been of excess in my reaction against 
Benthamism. I had, at the height of that reaction, certainly 
become much more indulgent to the :!ommon opinions of society 
and the w^rld, and more willilig to content with seconding 
the sujierficial improvement which had begun to take place in 
those common opinions, than became d;\e whose convictions, on 
so many points, differed fundamenta'll;^ from them. 1 was 
much more inclined, than 1 can now approve, to put in abeyance 
the more decidedly heretical part of my opinions, which I now 
look upon as almost the only ones, the assertion of which tends 
in any way to regenerate society. But, in addition to this, 
our opinions were far more heretical than mine had been In the 
days of my most extreme Benthamism. In those days I 
had seen little further than the old school of political 
economists into the possibilities of fundamental improve- 
ment in social arrangements. Piivate property, as now 
understood, and inheritance, appeared to me, as to them, the 
dernier mot of legislation : and I looked no further than to 
mitigating the inequalities consequent on these institutions, 
by getting rid of primogeniture and entails. The notion that 
it w^§ possible to go further than this in removing the injustice 
— for injustice it is, whether admitting of a complete remedy or 
not — involved in the fact ‘that some are born to riches and the 
vast majority to poverty, I then reckoned chimerical, an(jt^only 
hoped that by universal education, leading to voluntary re- 
straint. oil population, the portion of the poor might be made 
mo?rc tolerable. In short, I was a democrat, but not the least of 
a Socialist. We were now much less democrats than I had been, 
because so long as education continues to be so wretchedly 
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imperfect, we dreaded the ignorance and especially the sel/iah- 
ness and brutali^ of the mass : but our idea of ultimate im- 
provement went* far beyond Democracy, and would class us 
decidedly under the general designation of Socialists. While 
we repudiated with the greatest enei^y that tyranny of society 
over the individual which most Socialistic systems are supposed 
to involve, we yet lool^ed forward to a time when society will 
no longer be divided into the idle and the industrious ; when 
the .rule that they who do not work shall not eat, will be 
applied not to paupers only, but impartially to all ; when the 
division of the produce of labour, instead of deoending, as in 
so great a degree it now does, on the lbci3elTi?*1n birth, will be 
made by concert on an acknowledged principle of justice ; and 
when it will no longer either be, or be thought to be, impossible 
for human beings to exert themselves strenuously in procuring 
benefits which are not to^be exclusively their own, but to be 
shared with the society they belong to. The social ^roljem of 
the future we considered to be, how to unite the greatest 
individual liberty ^f acton, With a common ownership in the 
raw material of the gWlA, and an equal participation of all in 
the benefits of combined labour. We had not the presumption 
to suppose that we could already foresee, by what precise form 
of institutions these objects could most effectually be attained, 
or at how near or how distant a period they would become 
practicable. We saw clearly that to render any such social 
transformation either possible or desirable, an equivalent 
change of character must take place both in the uncultivated 
herd who now compose the labouring masses, and in the im- 
mense majority of their employers. Both these classe* must 
learn by practice to labour and combine for generous, or at all 
events for public and social purposes, and not, as hitherto, 
solely for narrowly interested ones. But the capacity to do 
this has always existed in mankind, and is not, nor is ever 
likely to be, extinct. Education, habit, and the cultivaftion 
of the sentiments, will make a common man dig or weave 
for his country, as readily as fight for his country. True enough, 
it is only by slow degrees, and a system of culture prolonged 
through successive generations, that men in general can be 
brought up to this point. But the hindrance is not in the 
essential constitution of human nature. Interest in the com- 
mon good is at present so weak a motive in the generality, not 
because it can never be otherwise, but because the mind is not 
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accusfpmed to dwell on it as it dwells from morning till night 
on things which tend only to personal advantage. When called 
into activity, as only self-interest now is, bjl the daily course 
of life, and spurred from behind by the love of distinction and 
the fear of shame, it is capable of producing, even in common 
men, the most strenuous exertions as well as the most heroic 
sacrifices The deep-rooted selfishness yhich forms the general 
c^jiaracter of the existing state of society, is so deeply rooted, 
only because the whole course of existing institutions tends 
to foster it ; and modern institutions in some respects more 
than^ ancient, since the occasions on which the individual is 
called on to^^dr?'#nythiiw for the public without receiving its 
pay, are far less frequent in modern life than in the smaller 
commonwealths of antiquity. Tliese considerations did not 
make us overlook the folly of premature attempts to dispense 
with the inducements of private inlf-^rest in social affairs, while 
no substil^te for them lias hten or can be provided : but we 
regarded all existing institutions and social arrangements as 
being (in a jihrase I once heasd frAn Austin) merely pro- 
visional,” and we welcomed with tie. greatest pleasure and 
interest all socialistic experiments by select individuals (such as 
tiie G)-operative Societies), which, whether they succeeded 
or failed, could not but operate as a most useful education 
of those who took part in them, by cultivating their capacity 
of acting upon motives pointing directly to the general good, 
or making them aware of the defects which render them and 
others incapable of doing so. 

In the Principles of Political Economy, these opinions were 
promulgated, less clearly and fully in the first edition, rather 
more so in the second, and quite unequivocally in the third. 
The difference arose partly from the change of times, the first 
j^dition having been written and sent to "press before the 
French Revolution of 1848, after which the public mind be- 
cam^e more open to the reception of novelties in opinion, and 
doctrines appeared moderate which would have been thought 
very startling a short time before. In the first edition the 
difficulties of Socialism were stated so strongly, that tlj^ tone^ 
was on the whole that of opposition to it. In the year or two 
which followed, much time was given to the study of the best 
^cialistic writers on the Ck)ntinent, and to meditation and 
discussum on the whole range of topics involved m the con- 
troversy: and the result was that most of what had been 
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ivritten on the subject in the first edition was cancelled, and 
replaced by arguments and reflections which represent a more 
advanced opinioif. 

The Political Economy was far more rapidly executed than 
the Lo^c, or indeed than anything of importance which I 
had previously written. It was commenced in the autumn 
of 1845, and was read^ for the press before the end of 1847. 
In this period of little more than two years there wa%an inter- 
val of six months auring which the work was laid aside, while 
I was writing articles in the Morning Ckronude (which unexpect- 
edly entered warmly into ihy purpose) urging the formatfbn of 
peasant properties on the waste lands rf was dur- 

ing the period of the Famine, the winter of 1846-47, when 
the stern necessities of the time seemed to afford a chance of 
gaining attention for what appeared to me the only mode 
of combining relief to im^nediate destitution with permanent 
improvement of the social and economical condition ctf the Irish 
people. But the idea was new and strange ; there was •ho 
English precedent for f&ch a> proceeding: and the profound 
ignorance of English 4 ;>Jiticians and the English public con- 
cerning all social phenomena not generally met with in England 
(however common elsewhere), made my endeavours an entire 
failure. Instead of a great operation on the waste lands, and the 
conversion of cottiers into proprietors, Parliament passed a Poor 
Law fbr maintaining them as paupers : and if the nation has 
not since found itself in inextricable difficulties from the joint 
operation of the old evils and the quack remedy, it is indebted 
for its deliverance to that most unexpected and surprising 
fact, the depopulation of Ireland, commenced by famijje, and 
continued by emigration. 

The rapid success of the Political Economy showed that the 
public wanted, and were prepared for such a book. Published 
early in 1 848, an edition of a thousand copies was sold in less 
than a year. Another similar edition was published in»the 
spring of 1849; and a third, of 1250 copies, early in 1852. 
It was, from the first, continually cited and referred to as an 
authoqty, because it was not a book merely of abstract science, 
but also of application, and treated Political Economy not as a 
thing by itself, but as a fragment of a greater whole ; a branch 
of Social Philosophy, so interlinked with all the other branches, 
that its conclusions, even in its own peculiar province, are only 
true conditionally, subject to interference and counteraction 
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from causes not directly within its scope: while to the char- 
acter of a practical guide it has no pretension, apart from other 
classes of considerations. Political Economy, ii^ truth, has never 
pretended to give advice to mankind with no lights but its 
own ; though people who knew nothing but political economy 
(and therefore knew that ill) have taken upon themselves to 
advise, and could only do so by such lights as they had. But 
the numerous sentimental enemies of [political economy, and 
it^ still more numerous interested enemies in Sentimental guise, 
have been very successful in gaining belief for this among dther 
unmorited imputations against it; and the Principles hav- 
ing, in spite ^req^om of many of its opinions, become 

for the presen tthe most popular treatise on the subject, has 
helped to disarm the enemies of so important a study. The 
amount of its worth as an exposition of the science, and the 
value of the different applications \^ich it suggests, others of 
course mu^t judge. « 

Eor^a considerable time after this, I published no work of 
magnitude; though I still occasionally wrote in periodicals, and 
my correspondence (much of it with pfrsons^iuite unknown to 
me), on subjects of public interest, sw/lled to a considerable 
bulk. During these years I wrote or commenced various 
Essays, for eventual j)ublication, on some of the fundamental 
questions of human and social life, with regard to several of 
which I have already much exceeded the severity of the Hor- 
atian precept. I continued to watch with keen interest the 
progress of public events. But it was not, on the whole, very 
encouraging to me. 'flie European reaction after 1848, and 
the success of an unprincipled usurper in December, IS.'il, put 
an endy as it seemed, to all y>resent hope of freedom or social 
improvement in France and the Continent. In England, I had 
seen and continued to see many of the opinions of my youth 
obtain general recognition, and many of the reforms in institu- 
tionij^ for which I had through life contended, either effected or 
in course of being so. But these changes had been attended 
with much less benefit’ to human well-being than I should 
formerly have anticipated, because they had produced very 
little improvement in that which all real amelioration in ftie lot 
of mankind depends on, their intellectual and moral state : and 
it might even be questioned if the various causes of deterioration 
which hot^ been at work in the meanwhile, had not more than 
counterbalanced the tendencies to imi)rovement. I had learnt 
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from experience that many false opinions may he exchanged 
for true ones, without in the least altering the habits of mind 
of which false oj^inions are the result. The English public, for 
example, are quite as raw and undiscerning on subjects of politi- 
cal economy since the nation has be^n converted to free trade, 
as they were before ; and are still further from having acquired 
better habits of thought or feeling, or being in any way better 
fortified against morion subjects of a more elevated^character. 
For^ though they have thrown off certain errors, the general 
discipline of their minds, intellectually and morally, is not 
altered. I am now convinced, that no great improvements in 
the lot of mankind are possible, ui^ m change takes 

place in the fundamental constitution of their modes of thought. 
The old opinions in religion, morals, and politics, are so much 
discredited in the more intellectual minds as to have lost the 
greater part of their effici|cy for good, while they have still life 
enough in them to be a powerful obstacle to the grwing up of 
any better opinions on those subjects. When the philbsophic 
minds of the world caft no, longer believe its religion, or can 
only believe it ^th^dbdifications amounting to an essential 
change of its character, a transitional period commences, of 
weak convictions, paralysed intellects, and growing laxity of 
principle, which cannot terminate until a renovation has been 
effected inj:he basis of their belief, leading to the evolution of 
some* faith, whether religious or merely human, which they can 
really believe : and when things are in this state, all thinking 
or writing which does not tend to promote such a renovation, is 
of very little value beyond the moment. Since there was little 
in the apparent condition of the public mind, indicative of any 
tendency in this direction, my view of the immediate prospects 
of human improvement was not sanguine. More recently a 
spirit of free speculation has sprung up, giving a more encour- 
aging prospect of the gradual mental emancipation of England ; 
and, encouraging the renewal, under better auspices, gf the 
movement for political freedom in the rest of Europe, has given 
to the present condition of human affairs a more hopeful 
aspect.* 

Between the time of which I have now spoken, and the 
present, took place the most important events of ifiy .private 
life. The first of these was my marriage, in April, 1851, to, the 
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lady whose incomparable worth had made her friendship the 
greatest source to me both of happiness and of improvement, 
during many years in which we never expected to be in any 
closer relation to one another. Ardently as I should have 
aspired to this complete union of our lives at any time in the 
course of my existence at which it had been practicable, I, as 
much as my wife, would far rather have foregone that privilege 
for ever, than have owed it to the premAture death of one for 
whom I had the sincerest respect, and she the sfrongest affection. 
That event, however, having taken place in July, 1849, itVas 
granti^ to me to derive from that evil my own greatest good, 
by adding to^ije^ast-n^yship of thought, feeling, and writing 
which had long existed, a partnership of our entire existence. 
For seven and a>half years that blessing was mine ; for seven 
and a-half only! I can say nothing which could describe, 
even in the faintest manner, wha^ that loss was and is. 
But becaijse I know that »:he would have wished it, I 
endeavour to make the best of what life I have left, and 
to work on for her purposes with su%h diminished strength 
as can be derived from thoughts of ht^r, and» communion with 
her memory. 

When two persons have their thoughts and speculations 
completely in common; when all subjects of intellectual or 
moral interest are discussed between them in daily life, and 
probed to much greater depths than are usually or conveniently 
sounded in writings intended for general readers ; when they 
set out from the same principles, and arrive at their conclusions 
by processes pursued jointly, it is of little consequence in 
respect to the question of originality, which of them holds the 
pen; the one who contributes least to the composition may 
contribute most to the thought ; the writings which result are 
the joint product of both, and it must often be impossible to 
disentangle their respective parts, and affirm that this belongs 
to one and that to the other. In this wide sense, not only 
during the years of our married life, but during many of the 
years of confidential friehdship which preceded, all my pub- 
lished writings were as much her work as mine ; her share in 
them constantly increasing as years advanced. But in c&tain 
cases, what belongs to her can be distinguished, and specially 
identified. Over and above the general influence which her 
mind had over mine, the most valuable ideas and features in 
these joint productions — those which have been most fruitful of 
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important results^ and have contributed most to the success and 
reputation of the works themselves — originated with her, were 
emanations from- her mind, my part in them being no greater 
than in any of tne thoughts which I found in previous writers, 
and made my own only by incorporating them with my own 
system of thought ! During the greater part of my literary 
life I have performed the office in relation to her, which from a 
rather early period I had considered as the most useful part 
that I was qualifiiJd to take in the domain of thought, ^hat of an 
inteft’preter of original thinkers, and mediator between them 
and the public; for I hadjalways a humble opinion of my own 
powers as an original thinker, except in ^ stract ^cience (logic, 
metaphysics, and the theoretic princffffes of "political economy 
and politics), but thouglit myself much superior to most of my 
contemporaries in willingness and ability to le<am from every- 
body; as I found hardly ^anyone who made such a point of 
examining what was said' in de/ence of all opinion^ however 
new or however old, in the conviction that even if the;y were 
errors there might be a»substratum of truth underneath th*em, 
and that in any oase ti^^e discovery of what it was that made 
them plausible, would-be a benefit to, truth. I had, in conse- 
quence, marked this out as a sphere of usefulness in which I 
was under a special obligation to make myself active ; the 
more so, as the acquaintance I had formed with the ideas of 
the Coleridgiaiis, of the German thinkers, and of Carlyle, all 
of them fiercely opposed to the mode of thought in which I 
had been brought up, had convinced me that along with much 
error they possessed much truth, which was veiled from minds 
otherwise capable of receiving it by the transcendental and 
mystical phraseology in which they were accustomed shut if; 
up, and from which they neither cared, nor knew how, to dis- 
engage it ; and I did not despair of separating the truth from 
the error, and exposing it in terms which would be intelligible 
and not repulsive to those on my own side in philosophy. Thuj^ 
prepared, it will easily be believed that when I came in tef close 
intellectual communion with a person of the most eminent 
faculties, whose genius, as it grew and mi folded itself in 
thought, continually struck out truths far in advance of me, but 
in which I could not, as I had done in those others, detect any 
mixture of error, the greatest part of my mental growth conr 
sisted in the assimilation of those truths, and the most valuable 
part of my intellectual work was in building the bridges and 
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clearing the paths which connected them with my general 
system of thought.* 

The first of my books in which her share was conspicuous 
was the Principles oj Political Econovi^. The System of Logic 
owed little to her except in the minuter matters of composition^ 
in which respect my writings, both great and small, have largely 
benefited by her accurate and clear-sighted criticism.! The 

•* The si^ps in my mental growth for which I was Jibdebted to her were 
fax from being those which a person wholly uninformed on the subject 
would probably suspect. It might be supposed, for instance, that my 
strong^convictioiis on the complete equality in all legal, political, social, 
and oomestic rations, ^hich ought to exist between men and women, 
may have been^opted or'iSirnt from her. This was so far from being 
the fact, that those convictions were among the earliest results of the 
application of ray mind to political subjects, and the strength with 
which I held them was, as I believe, more than anything else, the 
originating cause of the interest she felt^in me. What is true is that, 
until I knew her, the opinion was in^ray mind little more than an abstract 
principle, f saw no more reason why women should be held in legal 
subjectibn to other people, than why men should. I was (pertain that 
their interests required fully as much protettion as those of men, and 
were quite as little likely to obtain it witho(&t an c^ual voice in making 
the laws by which they were to be bound. IfUt that perception of the 
vast practical bearings of women *s disabilities which found expression in 
the TOok on tlie Subjection of Women was acquired mainly through her 
teaching. But for her rare knowledge of human nature and compre- 
hension of moral and social influences, though 1 should doubtless have 
held my present opinions, I should have had a very insufficient percep- 
tion of the mode in which the consequences of the inferior position of 
women intertwine themselves with all the evils of existing society and 
with all the difficulties of human improvement. 1 am indeed painfully 
conscious of how much of her best tnoughts on the subject I have failed 
to reproduce, and how greatly that little treatise falls short of what it 
would have been if she had put on paper her entire mind on this ques- 
tion, or nad lived to revise and improve, as she certainly would have 
done, my imperfect statement of tlie case. 

t The only person from whom I received any direct assistance in the 
preparation of the System of Logic was Mr. Bain, since so justly 
celebrated for his philosophical writings. He went carefully through 
the nignuscript beiore it was sent to press, and enriched it with a 
great number of additional examples and illustrations from science ; 
many of which, as well as seme detached remarks of his own in con- 
firmation of my logical views, I inserted nearly in his own words. 

My oblifi^tions to Comte were only to his writings — to the part iwhicli 
had then wen published of his Systbme de Philosophie Positive : and, 
as has been seen from what 1 have already said in this narrative, 
the amount of these obligations is far less than has sometimes been 
asserted. The first volume, which contains all the fundamental doctrines 
of the ]^ok, was substantially complete before 1 had seen Comte’s 
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chapter of the Political Economy which has had a greater 
influence on opinion than all the rest, that on ^^the Probable 
Future of the Labouring Classes,*' is entirely due to her; 
in the first draft of the book, that chapter did not exist. 
She pointed out the need of such a chapter, and the extreme 
imperfection of the book without it f she was the cause of my 
writing it; and the more general part of the chapter, the 
statement and discussion of the two opposite theories respect- 
ing the proper condition of the labouring classes, wms wholly 
an exposition of her thoughts, often in words taken from her 
own lips. The purely scientific part of the Political Economy I 
did not learn from lier ; but it was chiefly her influence that 
gave to the book that general torl»^y whiffli it is dis- 
tinguished from all previous expositions of Political Economy 
that had any pretension to being scientific, and which has made 
it so useful in conciliating minds which those previous ex- 
positions had repelled. Tfcis tone consisted chiefly in making 
the proper distinction between ^lie laws of the Production of 
Wealth — wdiich are re^l laws of nature, dependent on "the 
properties of objeqjs — and the modes of its Distribution, which, 
subject to certain c(»idltions, depend on hiirnan will. The 
common run of political economists confuse these together, 
under the designation of economic laws, whicli they deem 
ito incapable of being defeated or modified by human effort ; 
ascrilnng the same necessity to things dependent on the 
unchangeable conditions of our earthly existence, and to those 
which, being but the necessary consequences of particular 
social arrangements, are merely co-extensive with these : given 
certain institutions and customs, wages, profits, and rent will 
be determined by certain causes ; but this class of nolitical 
economists drop the indispensable presupposition, ana argue 
that these causes must, by an inherent necessity, against 
which no human means can avail, determine the shares 
which fall, in the division of the produce, to labourers, capi- 
talists, and landlords. The Principles of Political Ecmiomy 
yielded to none of its predecessors ip aiming at the scientific 

treatise. I derived from him many valuable thoughts, conspicuously 
in the chapter on Hypotheses and in the view taken of the logic of 
Algebra : but it is only in the concluding Book, on the Itogic of the 
Moral Sciences, that I owe to him any radical improvement in my 
conception of the application of logical method. This improvement 
I have stated and characterized in a former part of the present Memoir. 



143 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


appreciation of the action of these causes, under the con- 
ditions which they presuppose; but it set the example of 
not treating those conditions as final. The economic general- 
izations which depend not on necessities of nature but on 
those combined with the existing arrangements of society, 
it deals with only as provisional, and as liable to be much 
altered by the progress of social improvement. I had indeed 
partially learnt this view of things from ?:he thoughts awakened 
in' rae by the speculations of the St. Simoliians ; but it was 
made a living principle pervading and animating the book 
by my wife’s promptings. This example illustrates well 
the j^neral character of what she contributed to my writings. 
What was abstract and^purely scientific w^as generally mine; 
the properly human element came from her: in all that 
concerned the application of philosophy to the exigencies 
of human society and progress, I was her pupil, alike in 
boldness of speculation and captiousness of practical judgment. 
For^ op the one hand, she was mucih more courageous and 
far-sighted than without her I shouldi,have been, in anticipa- 
tions of an order of things to come* in which uftany of the limited 
generalizations .now so often confounrled with universal prin- 
ciples will cease to be applicable. Those parts of my writings, 
and especially of the Political Economy, which contemplate 
possibilities in the future such as, when affinned by Socialists, 
have in general been fiercely denied by political economists, 
would, but for her, either have been absent, or the suggestions 
would have been made much more timidly and in a more 
qualified form. But while she thus rendered me bolder in 
speculation on human affairs, her practical turn of mind, 
and hef almost unerring estimate of practical obstacles, re- 
pressed in me all tendencies that were really visionary. Hct 
mind invested all ideas in a concrete shape, and formed to 
itself a conception of how they would actually work : and 
her knowledge of the existing feelings and conduct of man- 
kind “was so seldom at fault, that the weak point in any un- 
workable suggestion seldom escaped her.* 

During the years which intervened between the commence- 
ment of my married life and the catastrophe which clof^ it, 

• A few dedicatory lines acknowledging what the book owed to 
her, were prefixed to some of the presentation copies of the Political 
Jkcohomv on its first publication. Her dislike of publicity alone pre- 
vented their insertion in the other copies of the work. 
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the principal occurrences of my outward existence (unless I 
count as such a first attack of the family disease, and a 
consequent journey of more than six months, for the recovery 
of health, in Italy, Sicily, and Greece) had reference to my 
position in the India House. In 1856 I was promoted to the 
rank of chief of the office in which f had served for upwards 
of thirty-three years. The appointment, that of Examiner of 
India Correspondence,# was the highest, next to that of 
Secretary, in the East India Company's home service, fnvolving 
the general superintendence of all the correspondence with the 
Indian Governments, except the military, naval, and financial. 
I held this office as long as it continued to exist, being a little 
more than two years; after which it^jfieased PSrliament, in 
other words Lord Palmerston, to put an end to the East India 
Company as branch of the Government of India under the 
Crown, and convert the administration of that country into 
a thing to be scrambled for by the second and Wiird class 
of English parliamentary politicians. 1 was the chief manager 
of the resistance whi<ii the Company made to their own 
political extiiictior^and Jo the letters and petitions I wrote for 
them, and the concluTling chapter of my treatijic on Represen- 
tative Government, 1 must refer for my opinions on the folly 
and mischief of this ill-considered change. Personally I con- 
sidered myself a gainer by it, as 1 had given enough of my 
life to India, and was not unwilling to retire on the liberal 
compensation granted. After the change was consummated. 
Lord Stanley, the First Secretary of State for India, made me 
the honourable offer of a seat in the Council, and the proposal 
was subsequently renewed by the Council itself, on the first 
occasion of its having to supply a vacancy in its owj^i body. 
But the conditions of Indian Government under the new 
system made me anticipate nothing but useless vexation and 
waste of effort from any participation in it: and nothing that 
has since happened has had any tendency to make me regret 
my refusal. • 

During the two years which immediately preceded the 
cessation of my official life, my wife and I were working together 
at tfa% Liberty, I had first planned and written it as a short 
essay in 1 854. It was in mounting the steps of the Capitol, in 
January, 1855, that the thought first arose of converting it into 
a volume. None of my writings have been either so care&Uy 
composed, or so sedulously corrected as this. After it had been 
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written as usual twice over, we kept it by us, bringing it out 
from time to time, and going through it dc nowy reading, 
weighing, and criticising every sentence. Iti| final revision was 
to have been a work of the winter of 1858-9j the first after 
my retirement, which we had arranged to pass in the South of 
Europe, That hope and every other were frustrated by the 
most unexpected and bitter calamity of her death — at Avignon, 
on our way to Montpellier, from a sudden attack of pulmon- 
ary congestion. 

Since then I have sought for such alleviation aS my 
state admitted of, by the mode of life which most enabled 
me Ito feel her still near me. I l>ought a cottage as close as 
possible to the place wlfere she is buried, and there her daughter 
(my fellow-sufferer and now my chief comfort) and I, live con- 
stantly during a great portion of the year. My objects 
in life are solely those which we^e hers ; my pursuits and 
occupatii^is those in which §he shared, or sympathized, and 
which are indissolubly associated with her. Her memory is to 
me a religion, and her approbation •iihe standard by which, 
summing up as it does all wortliines% I endeavour to regulate 
my life.* « * 

After my irreparable loss, one of my earliest cares was to 
print and publish the treatise, so much of which was the work 
of her whom I had lost, and consecrate it to her memory, f 
have made no alteration or addition to it, nor shall I* ever. 
Though it wants the last touch of her hand, no substitute for 
that touch shall ever be attempted by mine. 

The Liberty was more directly and literally our joint produc- 
tion than anything else which bears my name, for there was not 
a sente^ice of it which was not several times gone through by 
us together, turned over in many ways, and carefully weeded of 
any faults, either in thought or expression, that we detected in 
it. It is in consequence of this that, although it never under- 
went her final revision, it far surpasses, as a mere specimen of 
composition, anything which has proceeded from me either 
before or since. With regard to the thoughts, it is difficult to 
identify any particular part or element as being more hers than 
all the rest. The whole mode of thinking of which th^ book 
was the expression, was emphatically hers. But I also was so 

* What precedes was written or revised previous to, or during the 
year 1861. What follows was written in 1870. 
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thoroughly imbued with it, that the same thoughts naturally oc- 
currei to us both. That I was thus penetrated with it, however, 
I owe\in a great ^iegree to her. There was a moment in my 
mental progress when I might easily have fallen into a tendency 
toward) over-government, both social and political ; as there 
was ali^ a moment when, by reaction *froin a contrary excess, I 
might ^ave become a less thorough radical and democrat than I 
am. li both these poirtts, as in many others, she benefited me 
as muc^ by keepirJ^ me riglit where I was right, as bjf leading 
me fo iew truths and ridding me of errors. My great readi- 
ness an^ eagerness to learn from everybody, and to make room 
in my c unions for every new acquisition by adjusting the old 
and nev to one another, might, but for her steady influence, 
have seduced me into modifying my early opinions too much. 
She wa^ in nothing more valuable to my mental development 
than byiher just measure the relative importance of different 
considentions, which oflcn projected me from al^wing to 
truths I had only recently learnt to see, a more important, place 
in my thoughts that was properly their due. 

The iiberty is lliiiej^ {o survive longer than anything else 
that I have written (with the possible ejc^ception. of the Logic), 
because the conjunction of her mind with mine has rendered 
it a kind of philosophic text-book of a single truth, which the 
Changes progressively taking place in modern society tend to 
bring •oui into ever stronger relief: the importance, to man 
and society, of a large variety in tyj)es of character, and of 
giving fiill freedom to human nature to expand itself in 
innumerable and conflicting directions. Nothing can better 
show hou* deep are the foundations of this truth, than the 
great impression made by the exposition of it at a timci»which, 
to superficial observation, did not seem to stand much in need 
of such a lesson. The fears we expressed, lest the inevitable 
growth of social equality and of the government of public 
opinion, should impose on mankind an oppressive yoke of 
uniformitydn opinion and practice, might easily have appeared 
chimerical to those who looked more •at present facts than at 
tendencies ; for the gradual revolution that is taking place in 
societj^ and institutions has, thus far, been decidedly favourable 
to the development of new opinions, and has pro^iured for 
them a mucii more unprejudiced hearing than they previously 
met with. But this is a feature belonging to periods* of 
transition, when old notions and feelings have been unsettled. 
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and no new doctrines have yet succeeded to their ascendency. 
At such times people of any mental activity, having gi^en up 
their old beliefs, and not feeling quite sure that thoife they 
still retain can stand unmodified, listen eagerly to new qpinions. 
But this state of things is necessarily transitory : sonje parti- 
cular body of doctrine !n time rallies the majority pund it, 
organizes social institutions and modes of action conformably 
to itself, education impresses this n%w creed upon i:he new 
generations without the mental processes tfiat have fed to it, 
and by degrees it acquires the very same power of conpreftsion, 
so long exercised by the creeds of which it had tiken the 
pladb. Whether this noxious power will be exercised^ depends 
on whethe* mankinS^iave by that time become avare that 
it cannot be exercised without stunting and dwarfing human 
nature. It is then that the teachings of the Liberty will have 
their greatest value. And it is ty be feared that Ihey will 
retain t^it value a long time. 

As^ regards originality, it has of course no other lhan that 
which every thoughtful mind gives Jo its own modi of con- 
ceiving and expressing truths Vhicji a common property. 
The leading thought of the book is l>ne which, Uough in 
many ages confined to insulated thinkers, manlrind have 
probably at no time since the beginning of civilizacion been 
entirely without. To speak only of the last few generationsf^* 
it is distinctly contained in the vein of imporfan: thought 
respecting education and culture, spread through the European 
mind by the labours and genius of Pestalozzi. The unqualified 
championship of it by Wilhelm von Humboldt is referred to 
in the book; but he by no means stood alone in his own 
countr^l?. During the early part of the present century the 
doctrine of the rights of individuality, and the cUim of the 
moral nature to develop itself in its own way, was piishjed by a 
whole school of German authors even to exaggeration ; and ' 
the writings of Goethe, the most celebrated of all German 
authors, though not belonging to that or to any other school, ^ 
are penetrated throughout by views of morals and of conduct 
in life, often in my opinion not defensible, but which are 
incessantly seeking whatever defence they admit of In the 
theory of the right and duty of self-development. In our own 
country, before the book On IJheriy was written, the doctrine 
of .Individuality had been enthusiastically asserted, in a style 
of vigorous declamation sometimes reminding one of Fichte, 
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by Mr, William Maccall, in a series of writings of which the 
most elaborate is entitled Elements of Indivulualism : and a 
remarkable AmericaUj Mr. Warren, had formed a System of 
Society, on the foundation of the Sovereignty of the Individual, 
had obuined a number of followers, and had actually com- 
menced 1 the formation of a Village Community (whether it 
now exists I know not), which, though bearing a superficial 
resemblaiice to some of ^the projects of Socialists, is diametri- 
cally opposite to them in jjrincijde, since it recognises no 
authority whatever in Society over the individual, except to 
enforce tqual freedom of development for all individualities. 
As the book which bears my name claimed no originality* for 
any of its doctrines, and was not in’®«5iitied to "Vrite their 
history, the only author who had preceded me in their assertion, 
of whom I thought it appropriate to say anything, was Hum- 
boldt, who I'urnished the i^otto to the work ; altliougb in one 
passage I borrowed from \he Warrenites their pliase, the 
sovereignty of the individual. It* is hardly necessary^ here to 
remark that there are al^undant differences in detail, between 
the conception of dqctrin'b by any of the predecessors I 
have Aieiitioned, and tliat set forth in the book.^ 

The political circumstances of the time induced me, shortly • 
after, to complete and publish a pamphlet (ffhoughts on 
^Parliamentary Reform), part of which had been written some 
years previoifsly, on the occasion of one of the abortive Reform 
Bills, and had at the time been approved and revised by her. 
Its prijucipal features were, hostility to the Ballot (a change of 
opinion in both of us, in which she rather preceded me), and a 
claim of representation for minorities ; not, however, at that 
time going beyond the cumulative vote proposed by Mr^ Garth 
Marshall, In finishing the pamphlet for publication, with a 
view to the discussions on the Reform Bill of Lord Derby’s and 
Mr. Disraeli’s Government in 18.59, I added a third feature, a 
plurality of votes, to be given, not to property, but to proved 
superiority of education. This recommended itself to me as a 
means of reconciling the irresistible «laim of every man or 
Woman to be consulted, and to be allowed a voice, in the 
regulation of affairs which vitally concern them, with the 
superiority of weight justly due to opinions grounded on 
superiority of knowledge. The suggestion, however,* was one 
which I had never discussed with my almost infallible coun- 
sellor, and I have no evidence that she would have concurred in 
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it. As far as I have been able to observe^ it has found favour 
with nobody ; all who desire any sort of inequality in the 
electoral vote, desiring it in favour of property and not of 
intelligence or knowledge. If it ever overcomes the strong 
feeling which exists againsL it, this will only be after the 
establishment of a sys^matic National Education l^y which 
the various grades of politically valuable acquirement may be 
accurately defined and authenticated. Without this it will 
always remain liable to strong, possibly conclusive, oljections ; 
and witli this, it would perhaps not be needed. • 

It was soon after the publication of ThougfUs on Pariiameniary 
Re^rm, that I became acquainted with Mr. Hare’s admirable 
system of Personal .^^nrescntation, which, in its present shape, 
was then for the first time published. I saw in this great 
practical and philosophical idea, the greatest improvement of 
which the system of representative government is susceptible ; 
an improvement which, in the moot felicitous manner, exactly 
meets flid cures the grand j and what before seemed the in- 
herent, defect of the re[)resentative ^stem ; that of giving to 
a numerical majority all power, insfead of only a power pro- 
portional to its numbers, and enablihg/^e strongest party to 
exclude all weaker parties from making their opinions heard in 
the assembly of the nation, except through such opportunity as 
may be given to them by the accidentally unequal distributictfSK'^ 
of opinions in different localities. To these great -evils nothing 
more than very imperfect palliations had seemed possible ; but 
Mr. Hare’s system affords a radical cure. This great discovery, 
for it is no less, in the political art, inspired me, as I believe it 
has inspired all thoughtful persons who have adopted it, with 
new and more sanguine hopes respecting the prospects of 
human- society ; by freeing the form of political institutions 
towards which the whole civilized world is manifestly and 
irresistibly tending, from the chief part of what seemed to 
qualify, or render doubtful, its ultimate benefits, Minorities, 
so Jong as they remain minorities, are, and ought to be, out- 
voted ; but under arrangements which enable any assemblage ^ 
of voters, amounting to a certain number, to place in the legis- 
lature a representative of its own choice, minorities caij^not be 
suppressed. Independent opinions will • force their way into 
the cQuneil of the nation and make themselves heard there, a 
thing which often cannot happen in the existing forms of repre- 
sentative democracy; and the legislature, instead of being 
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weeded of individual peculiarities and entirely made up of men 
who simply represent the creed of great political or religious 
parties^ will comprise a large proportion of the most eminent 
individual minds ii! the country, placed there, without refer- 
ence to party, by voters who appreciate their individual 
eminence. I can understand that ptysons, otherwise intelli- 
gent, should, for want of sufficient examination, be repelled 
from Mr. Hare’s plan by what they think the complex nature 
of its machineiy. *But Anyone who does not feel tl^ want 
which Jthe scheme is intended to supply ; anyone who throws it 
over as a mere theoretical subtlety or crotchet, tending to no 
valuable purpose, and unworthy of the attention of practical 
men, may be pronounced an incompete-’sn.t -statesmaiti, unequal 
to the politics of the future. I mean, unless he is a minister or 
aspires to become one : for we are quite accustomed to a 
minister continuing to })rofess unqualified hostility to an im- 
provement almost to the vAy day when his conscienqe, or his 
interest, induces him to take it tip as a public meagre, and 
carry it. ^ * • 

Had I met with Mr. Hare’s system before the publication of 
my pamphlet, I shoulSNiave given an account of it there. Not 
having done so, 1 wrote an article in Frcvicrs ^Magazine (re- 
printed in my miscellaneous writings) principally for that 
M^MUrpose, though I included in it, along with Mr. Hare’s book, 
a review of two other productions on the question of the day ; 
one of them a pamphlet by ray early friend, Mr. John Austin, 
who had in his old age become an enemy to all further Parlia- 
mentary reform ; the other an able and vigorous, though 
partially erroneous work by Mr. Ixjrimer. 

In the course of the same summer I fulfilled a duty particu- 
larly incumbent upon me, that of helping (by an article^n the 
Edinburgh llavmv) to make known Mr, Bain’s profound treatise 
on the Mind, just then completed by the publication of its 
second volume. And I carried through the press a selection of 
my minor writings, forming the first two volumes of Dmerfatjpns 
DisewHons. The selection had been made during my wife’s 
lifetime, but the revision, in concert with her, with a view to 
republi^ation, had been barely commenced ; and when I had no 
longer the guidance of her judgment I despaired of pursuing it 
further, and republished the papers as they were, with the ex- 
ception of striking out such passages as were no longer in 
accordance with my opinions. My literary work of the year 
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was terminated with an essay in Fraser* s Magasme (afterwards 
republished in the third volume of Disseriations and i)iscussi(ms\ 
entitled A Few Words on Non-Intervention/' I was prompted 
to write this paper by a desire, while vindicating England from 
the imputations commonly brought against her on the Conti- 
nent, of a peculiar selfishness in matters^ of foreign policy, to 
warn Englishmen of the colour given to this imputation by the 
low tone in which English statesmeiy are accustomed to speak 
of English policy as concerned only with Ehglish interests, and 
by the conduct of Lord Palmerston at that particular time in 
opposing the Suez Canal ; and I took the opportunity of ex- 
priftsing ideas which had long been in my mind (some of them 
generated *by my ftwfcan experience, and others by the inter- 
national questions which then greatly occupied the European 
public), respecting the true principles of international morality, 
and the legitimate modifications jnade in it by difference of 
times ajd circumstances; a subject I had already, to some 
extent, Miscussed in the vinHi cation of the French Provisional 
Government of 1 848 against the attaj’ks of Lord Brougham and 
others, which 1 published at the‘ time in Westminster Remerv^ 
and which is reprinted in the Dissertatif^\ 

I had now settled, as I believed, for the remainder of my 
existence into a purely literary life; if that can be called 
literary which continued to be occupied in a pre-eminent degrffC** 
with politics, and not merely with theoretical, 'but practical 
politics — although a great part of the year was spent at a 
distance of many hundred miles from the chief seat of the 
politics of my own country, to which, and primarily for which, 

I wrote. But, in truth, the modern facilities of communication 
have pot only removed all the disadvantages, to a political 
writer in tolerably easy circumstances, of distance from the 
scene of political action, but have converted them into advan- 
tages, The immediate and regular receipt of newspapers and 
periodicals keeps him an courant of even the most temporal^ 
poKtics, and gives him a much more correct view of the state 
and progress of opiniqn than he could acquire by personaJT 
contact with individuals: for everyone's social intercourse is 
more or less limited to particular sets or classes, whese im^ 
pressions and no others reach him through that channel ; and 
experience has taught me that those who give their time to 
the absorbing claims of what is called society, not having 
leisure to keep up a large acquaintance with the organs of 
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opinion^ remain much more ignorant of the general state either 
of the public inindj or of the active and iubtructed part of it, 
than a recluse who jreads the newspapers need be. There are, 
no doiibt, disadvantages in too long a separation from one’s 
country— in not occasionally renewing one's impressions of the 
light in which mer^ and things apji^ar whexi seen from a 
position in the midst of them ; but the deliberate judgment 
formed at a disbince, anej undisturbed by inequalities of per- 
spective, is the most to be depended on, even for applic^ion to 
practidte. Altern/iting between the two positions, I combined 
the advantages of both. Ami, though the inspire!* of my best 
thoughts was no longer with me, 1 was not alone : she had feft 
a daughter, my step-daughter, * ^ * * 

* it -it- * it it it- 


* * * * * whose ever growing and 

ripening talents from that^ day to this have been devoted 
to the same great j)urposcs. ^ * *'\ ^ 

it * * * it it it 


Surely no one ever before «vas so fortunate, as, after such a loss 
as mine, to draw ano^^^^r prize in the lottery of life. * * 

* * * Whoever, .either now, or hereafter, 

may think of me and of the work I have done, must never 
forget that it is the product not of one intellect and conscience, 
“gat of three. * • * * * * 


The work of the years ISbO and lS6l consisted chiefly of 
two treatises, only one of which was intended for immediate 
publication. This was the Considerai'mu on Rapmeniatmt 
Government ; a connected exposition of what, by the tl^pughts 
of many years, I had come to regard as the best form of a 
popular constitution. Along with as much of the general 
theory of government as is necessary to support this particular 
portion of its practice, the volume contains my matured views 
the principal questions which occupy the present age, within 
the province of purely organic institutions, and raises, by 
anticipation, some other questions to which growing necessities 
will sodner or later compel the attention both of theoretical 
and of practical politicians. The chief of these last, is the 
distinction between the function of making laws, for which 
a numerous popular assembly is radically unfit, and that of 
getting good laws made, which is its proper duty and cannot 
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be satisfactorily fulfilled by any other authority : and the con- 
sequent need of a Legislative Commission^ as a permanent part 
of the constitution of a free country ; consisting of a small 
number of highly trained political minds, on whom, when 
Parliament has determined that a law shall be made, the task 
of making it should fie devolved; Parliament retaining the 
power of passing or rejecting the bill when drawn up, but not 
of altering it otherwise than by sending proposed amendments 
to be &ealt with by the Commission. The question here raised 
respecting the most important of all public fu notions, *that of 
legislation, is a particular case of the great problem of modern 
political organizati on^ stated, I believe, for the first time in its 
full extent, by Bentham, though in my opinion not always satis- 
factorily resolved by him ; the combination of complete 
popular control over public affairs, with the greatest attainable 
perfection of skilled agency. € 

The /ither treatise writteai at this time is the one which was 
}|ublished some years later* under the title of The Subjection oj 
iVoinen. It was written ^ « ♦ that 

there might, in any event, be in existqiMe?! a written exposition 
of my opinions on that great question, as full and conclusive as 
I could make it. The intention was to keep this among other 
unpublished papers, improving it from time to time if I was ablgi^ 
and to publish it at the time when it sfiould seem likely to oe 
most useful. As ultimately published, * * » * 

in what was of my own composition, all that is most striking 
and profound belongs to my wife ; coming from the fund of 
thought which had been made common to us both, by our in- 
numerable conversations and discussions on a topic which filled 
so large a place in our minds. 

Soon after this time I took from their repository a portion of 
the unpublished papers which I had written during the last 
years of our married life, and shaped them, with some addi- 
tional matter, into the little work entitled Utilitarianism ; which 
wis first published, in three parts, in successive numbers 
Frasers Magazine, and afterwards reprinted in a volume. 

Before this, however, the state of public affairs had become 
extremely critical, by the commencement of the Alnerican 
Civil War. My strongest feelings were engaged in this 
struggle, which, I felt from the beginning, was destined to be a 
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turning pointy for good or evil, of the course of human affairs 
for an indefinite duration. Having been a deeply interested 
observer of the slavery quarrel in America, during the raj^ny 
years that preceded the open breach, I knew that it was in all 
its stages an aggressive enterprise of the slave-owners to extend 
the territory of slavery; under the Combined influences of 
pecuniary interest, domineering temper, and the fanaticism of 
a class for its class privileges, influences so fully and powerfully 
depicted in the adimrable work of my friend Professor Quirnes, 
The SlfLve Power. Their success, if they succeeded, would be a 
victory of the powers of evil which would give courage to the 
enemies of progress and damp the spirits of its friends all oter 
the civilized world, while it would create a formidalfle military 
power, grounded on the worst and most anti-social form of the 
tyranny of men over men, and, by destroying for a long time 
the prestige of the great de^iocratic republic, would give to all 
the privileged classes of Europe a false confidence, probt:^>ly only 
to be extinguished in blood. On ftie other hand, if tlie spirit 
of the North was sufficiei^ly roused to carry the war to a sut- 
cessful termination, if that termination did not come too 
soon and too easily, I foresaw, from the laws of human nature, 
and the experience of revolutions, that wlien it did come it 
would in all probability be thorough : that tlie bulk of the 
^ J^rthern population, ^hose conscience had as yet been a-wak- 
ened only to the point of resisting the further extension of 
slavery, but whose fidelity to the Constitution of the United 
States made them disapprove of any attempt by the Federal 
Government to interfere witli slavery in the Stat(*R where it 
already existed, would acquire feelings of another kind when 
the Constitution had been shaken off by aimed rcbellion^would 
determine to have done for ever with the accursed thing, and 
would join their banner with that of the noble body of 
Abolitionists, of whom Garrison was the courageous and single- 
minded Apostle, Wendell Phillips the eloquent orator, and John 
^^^rown the voluntary martyr.* Then, too, the whole mind of 
the United States would be let loose from its bonds, no longer 
corrupted by the supposed necessity of apologizing to foreigners 
for the^nost flagrant of all possible violations of the free principles 

* The saying of tliis true hero, after his capture* that he was worth 
more for hanging than for any other purpose, reminds one, by its com- 
bination of wit, wisdom, and self-devotion, of Sir Thomas More. 
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of their Constitution; while the tendency of a fixed state of 
society to stereotype a set of national opinions would be at least 
temporarily checked, and the national xnind would become 
more open to the recognition of whatever was bad in either the 
institutions or the customs of the people. These hopes, so far 
as related to slavery. Have been completely, and in other re- 
spects are in course of being progressively, realized. Fore- 
seeing from the first this double set lOf consequences from the 
success or failure of the rebellion, it may be imagined with 
what feelings I contemplated the rush of nearly the*whole 

3 er and middle classes of my own country, even those who 
led for^ Liberals, into a furious pro-Southern jjartisanship ; 
the working classes, and some of the literary and scientific men, 
being almost the sole exceptions to the general frenzy. I never 
before felt so keenly how little permanent improvement had 
reached the minds of our inflnentisil classes, and of what small 
value w|!re the Liberal opinions they had got into the habit of 
professing. None of the Continental Liberals committed the 
same frightful mistake. But the generation which had extorted 
negro emancipation from our ’VV^est Fncijiffi^ planters had passed 
away ; another had succeeded which had not learnt by many 
years of discussion and exposure to feel strongly the enormities 
of slavery ; and the inattention habitual to Englishmen to , 
whatever is going on in the world outiSde their own islano, 
made them profoundly ignorant of all the antecedents of the 
struggle, insomuch that it was not generally believed in 
England, for the first year or two of the war, that the quarrel 
was one of slavery. There were men of high principle and un- 
questionable liberality of opinion, who thought it a dispute 
about tariffs, or assimilated it to the cases, in which they were 
accustomed to sympathize, of a people struggling for indepen- 
dence. 

It was my obvious duty to be one of the small minority who 
protested against this perverted state of public opinion. I was 
notf the first to protest. It ought to be remembered to the« 
honour of Mr. Hughes nnd of Mr. Ludlow that they, by writ- 
ings published at the very beginning of the struggle, began 
the protestation. Mr. Bright followed in one of thh most 
powerful jof his speeches, followed by others not less striking. 

I was* on the point of adding my word to theirs, when there 
occurred, towards the end of 1851, the seizure of the Southern 
envoys on board a British vessel, by an officer of the United 
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States, Even English forgetfulness has not yet had time to 
lose all remembrance of the explosion of feeling in England 
which then burst lB[>rth^ the expectation, which prevailed for 
some weeks, of war with the United States, and the warlike 
preparations actually commenced on this side. While this 
state of things lastf^^ there was no chance of a hearing for 
anything favourable to the American cause ; and, moreover, I 
agreed with those who thought the act unjustifiable, and such 
as to require that England should demand its disavowal.* When 
the disavowal came, and the alarm of war was over, I wrote, in 
January, 1862, the paper, in Fraser* s Magazine , entitled “The 
Contest in America. * ♦ + * ^ * ♦ 

* * Written and published when it was, this 

paper helped to encourage those Liberals who had felt over- 
borne by the tide of illiberal opinion, and to form in favour of 
the good cause a nucleus oft opinion which increased gradually, 
and, after the success of the Nqj’th began to seem j^obable, 
rapidly. When we returned from our journey 1 wrote a second 
article, a review of Professor pairnes* book, published in tlie 
Westminster lievkfr, -iibigland is paying the ]ienalty, in many 
uncomfortable ways, of the durable re^entmewt which her 
ruling classes stirred up in the United States by their osten- 
^tious wishes for the ruin of America as a nation ; they have 
T&son to be^ thankfuf that a few, if only a few, know n writers 
and speakers, standing firmly by the Americans in the time of 
their greatest difficulty, effected a partial diversion of these 
bitter feelings, and made Great Britain not altogether odious to 
the Americans. 

This duty having been performed, my principal occupation 
for the next two years was on subjects not political^ The 
publication of Mr. Austin’s Lectures on Jurisprudence, after his 
decease, gave me an opportunity of paying a deserved tribute to 
his memory, and at the same time expressing some thoughts on 
a subject on which, in my old days of Benthamism, I had 
..Jbestowed much study. But the chief product of those y(!ars 
was the Esraminaiion of Sir Williatt^ Hamitions Phdosophy, 
His Lectures, published in 186() and 18()1, 1 had read towards 
the enli of the latter year, with a half-formed intention of giv- 
ing an account of them in a Review, but I soon found, that this 
would be idle, and that justice could not be done to the subject 
ip, less than a volume, I had then to consider whether it would 
be advisable that 1 myself should attempt such a perfbrmance. 
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On consideration^ there seemed to be strong reasons for doing 
so. I was greatly disappointed with the Lectures, I read thepa, 
certainly, with no prejudice against Sir William Hamilton. I 
had up to that time deferred the study of his Notes to Reid on 
account of their unfinished state, but I had not neglected his 
Discussiom in Phihsopky; and though I Knew that his general 
mode of treating the facts of mental philosophy differ^ from 
that which I most approved, yet hife vigorous polemic against 
the later Transcendentalists, and his strenuous assertion qf some 
important principles, especially the Relativity of human know- 
lecjge, gave me many points of sympathy with his opinions, and 
made me think that genuine psychology had considerably more 
to gain than to lose by his authority and reputation. His 
Lectures and the Dissertations on Reid dispelled this illusion : and 
even the Discussions, read by the light which these throw on 
them, Icjse much of their value. found that the points of 
apparent agreement between his opinions and mine were more 
verbal than real ; that the important philosophical principles 
which I had thought he recognised, were so explained away by 
him as to mean little or notliing, or waft continually lost sight 
of, and doctrities entirely inconsistent with them were taught in 
nearly every part of his philosophical writings. My estimation 
of him was therefore so far altered that, instead of regard^g 
him as occupying a kind of intermediate position between the 
two rival philosophies, holding some of the principles bf both, 
and supplying to both powerful weapons of attack and defence, 
I now looked u}X)n him as one of the pillars — and in this 
country, from his high philosophical reputation, the chief pillar 
— of that one of the two which seemed to me to be erroneous. 

Now, the difference between these two schools of philosophy, 
that of Intuition and that of Experience and Association, is not 
a mere matter of abstract speculation ; it is full of practical 
consequences, and lies at the foundation of all the greatest 
di^erences of practical opinion in an age of progress. The 
practical reformer has continually to demand that changes btf 
made in things which are supported by poweifful and widely- 
spread feelings, or to question the apparent necessity and 
indefeasibleness of established facts ; and it is often an 
indispensable part of his argument to show how those powerful 
feelings had their origin, and how those facts came to seem 
necessary and indefeasible. There is therefore a natural 
hostility between him and a philosophy which discourages the 



SIR W. HAMILTON’S PHILOSOPHY 157 

explanation of feelings and moral facts by circumstances and 
association^ and prefers to treat them as ultimate elements of 
human nature ; a philosophy which is addicted to holding up 
favourite doctrines as intuitive truths, and deems intuition to be 
the voice of Nature and of God, speal^ing with an authority 
higher than that of OVir reason. In particular, I have long felt 
that the prevailing tendency to regard all the marked distinc- 
tions of human chan^cter ias innate, and in the main incjjelible, 
and to ignore the irresistible proofs that by far the greater part 
of those differences, whether between individuals, races, or 
sexes, are such as not only might but naturally would be pjo- 
duced by differences in circumstances, is one of ^he chief 
hindrances to the rational treatment of great social questions, 
and one of the greatest stumbling-blocks tt) human improve- 
ment. This tendency has its source in the intuitional 
metaphysics which characterised the reaction of the nineteenth 
century against the eighteenth, and it is a tendency so*agree- 
able to human indolence, as well as to conservative intei^ 
ests generally, that, uiiifess attacked at the very root, 
it is sure to be carriei>.to even a greater length than is really 
justified by the more moderate forms 'of the intuitional 
philoso})hy. That philosophy, not always in its moderate forms, 
ruled the though^ of Europe for the greater part of a 
century. My/ather s Analysis of the Mind, my own Logic, and 
Professor Bain's great treatise, had attempted to re-introduce a 
better mode of philosophizing, latterly with quite as much 
success as could be expected ; but I had for some time felt that 
the mere contrast of the two philosophies was not enough, that 
there ought to be a hand-to-hand fight between them, that con- 
troversial as well as expository writings were needed, and that 
the time was come when such controversy would be useful. 
Considering, then, the writings and fame of Sir W. Hamilton as 
the great fortress of the intuitional philosophy in this country 
— a fortress the more formidable from the imposing charactqf, 
wd the in many respects great personal merits and mental en- 
dowments, of the man — I thought it mi^t be a real service to 
philosophy to attempt a thorough examination of all his most 
important doctrines, and an estimate of his general claims to 
eminence as a philosopher ; and I was confirmed in this resolu- 
tion by observing that in the writings of at least one, and him 
one of the ablest, of Sir W. Hamilton’s followers, his peculiar 
doctrines were made the justification of a view of religion which 
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I hold to be profoundly immoral — that it is our duty to bow 
down in worship before a Being whose moral attributes are 
affirmed to be unknowable by us^ and to ^^e perhaps extremely 
different from those which, when we are speaking of our fellow- 
creatures, vre call by the same names. 

As I advanced in mj^ task, the damagft to Sir W. Hamilton's 
reputation became greater than I at first expected, through the 
almost incredible multitude of inconsistencies which showed 
them&lves on comparing different passages with one another. 
It was my business, however, to show things exactly %s they 
w^e, and I did not flinch from it. I endeavoured always to 
treat the;, philosopher whom I criticised with the most scrupu- 
lous fairness ; and 1 knew that he had abundance of disciples 
and admirers to correct me if I ever unintentionally did him 
injustice. Many of them accordingly have answered me, more 
or less elaborately ; and they ha^e pointed out oversights and 
misunderstandings, though few in number, and mostly very un- 
important in substance. Such of those as had (to my know- 
ledge) been pointed out before the publication of the latest 
edition (at present the third) have bii««i corrected there, and 
the remainder of the criticisms have been, as far as seemed 
necessary, replied to. On the whole, the book has done its 
work ; it has shown the weak side of Sir William Hamilton,^ 
and has reduced his too great philosophical reputation within 
more moderate bounds ; and by some of its discussions:, as well 
as by two expository chapters, on the notions of Matter and of 
Mind, it has perhaps thrown additional light on some of the 
disputed questions in the domain of psychology and meta- 
physics. 

Aff^er the completion of the book on Hamilton, I applied 
myself to a task which a variety of reasons seemed to render 
specially incumbent upon me ; that of giving an account, and 
forming an estimate, of the doctrines of Auguste Comte. I 
had contributed more than anyone else to make his speculations 
l&iown in England, and, in consequence chiefly of what 
said of him m my L(j^c, he had readers and admirers among 
thoughtful men on this side of the Channel at a time 'when ]bis 
name had not yet in France emerged from obscurity! So un- 
known. and unappreciated was he at the time when my Logic 
was’ written and published, that to criticise his weak points 
might well appear superfluous, while it was a duty to give as 
much publicity as one could to the important contributions ha 
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^ade to philosophic thought. At the time, however, at 
which I have now arrived, this state of aifairs had entirely 
changed. His name, at least, was known almost universally, 
and the general character of his doctrines very widely. He 
had taken his place, in the estimation both of friends and 
opponents, as one of the conspicuous ilgures in the thought of 
the age. The better parts of his speculations had made great 
progress in working their way into those minds which, by their 
previous culture aftd tendencies, were fitted to receives* them : 
under •cover of those better parts those of a worse character, 
greatly developed and added to in his later writings, had also 
made some way, having obtained active and enthusiaiStic 
adherents, some of them of no inconsiderable personal merit, 
in England, France, and other countries. These causes not 
only made it desirable that someone should undertake the task 
of sifting what is good fron^what is bad in M. Comte's specula- 
tions, but seemed to impose on myself in particular a special 
obligation to make the attempt. This I accordingly did in two 
essays, published in suc<^ssive numbers of the Westminster 
Revien>y and reprinte^ in a *small volume under the title 
Auguste Comte and. Positivism. ^ 

The writings which I have now mentioned, together with a 
small number of papers in periodicals which 1 have not deemed 
w«rth preserving, w^e the whole of the products of my 
activit};as a •writer during the j’^ears from 185,9 to 186,5. In 
the early part of the last-mentioned year, in compliance with 
a wish frequently expressed to me by working men, I pub- 
lished cheap People's Editions of those of my writings which 
seemed the most likely to find readers among the working 
classes ; viz., Priticip/es of Political Economy y Lihert.ij, and Repre- 
sentative Government. This was a considerable sacrifice of my 
pecuniary interest, especially as I resigned all idea of deriving 
profit from the cheap editions, and after ascertaining from 
my publishers the lowest price which they thought would 
remunerate them on the usual terms of an equal division "of 
Profits, I gave up my half share to enable the price to be fixed 
still lower. To the credit of Messrs. Longman they fixed, 
unasked^ a certain number of years after which the copyright 
and stereotype plates were to revert to me, and a certain 
number of copies after the sale of which I should receive half 
of any* further profit. This number of copies (which in the 
cas^ of the Political Economy was 10,000) has for some time 
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been exceeded^, and the People's Editions have begun to yield 
me a small but unexpected pecuniary return, though very far 
from an equivalent for the diminution of profit from the 
Library Editions. 

In this summary of my outward life I have now arrived at 
the period at which my tranquil and retired existence as a 
writer of books was to be exchanged foi the less congenial 
occupation of a member of the House of Commons. The pro- 
posal made to me early in 18()5, b/ some? electors of West- 
minster, did not present the idea to me for the first time. It 
was not even the first offer I had received, for, more than ten 
yerfrs previous, in consequence of my opinions on the Irish 
Land Question, Mr. Lucas and Mr. Duffy, in the name of the 
popular party in Ireland, offered to bring me into Parliament for 
an Irish county, which they could easily have done : but the 
incompatibility of a seat in Parlia^nent with the office I then 
held in the India House precluded even consideration of the 
proposal. After I had quittM the India House, several of my 
friends would gladly have seen me member of Parliament ; 
but there seemed no probability that the idea would ever take 
any practical shape. I was convinced ^that no numerous or 
influential portion of any electoral body, really wished to be 
represented by a person of my ojunions ; and that one who pos- 
sessed no local connection or popularity, raid who did not choose 
to stand as the mere organ of a party, had small chance of being 
elected anywhere unless through the expenditure of money. 
Now it was, and is, my fixed conviction, that a candidate ought 
not to incur one farthing of expense for undertaking a public duty. 
Such of the lawful cxiicnses of an election as have no special 
reference to any particular candidate, ought to be borne as a 
public'charge. either by the State or by the locality. What has to 
be done by the supporters of each candidate in order to bring his 
claims properly liefore the constituency, should be done by un- 
paid agency, or by voluntary subscription. If members of the 
electoral body, or others, are willing to subscribe money of their 
own for the purpose of^ bringing, by lawful means, into Parli^ 
ment someone who they think would be useful there, no one is 
entitled to object : but that the expense, or any payt of it, 
should fall on the candidate, is fundamentally wrong ; because 
it amounts in reality to buying his seat. Even on the most 
favourable supposition as. to the mode in which the money is 
expended, there is a legitimate suspicion that anyone who gives 
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money for leave to undertake a public trust, has other than 
public ends to promote by it; and (a consideration of the 
greatest importance) the cost of elections^ when borne by the 
candidates^ deprives the nation of the services, as members of 
Parliament, of all who cannot or will not afford to incur a heavy 
expense. I do not say that, so long as* there is scarce a chance 
for an independent candidate to come into Parliament without 
complying with this vicious practice, it must always be morally 
wrong in him to !|j:)cnd «noney, provided that no partcof it is 
either directly or indirectly employed in corruption. But, to 
justify* it, he ought to be very cerfeiin that he can be of more 
use to his country as a member of Parliament than in any otAier 
mode which is open to him ; and this assurance, ih my own 
case, I did not feel. It was by no means clear to me that I 
could do more to advance the public objects which had a claim 
on my exertions, from the benches of the House of Commons, 
than from the simple posifion of a writer. 1 felt, therefore, 
that 1 ought not to seek election <o Parliament, much less to 
expend any money in procuring it. 

But the conditions of tlife question were considerably altered 
when a body of elecCt)rs sought me out, and spontaneously 
oftered to bring me forward as their cj^ndidate. ’ If it should 
appear, on explanation, that they persisted in this wish, know- 
ing my opinions, and accepting the only conditions on which I 
comd conscientiously serve, it was questionable whether this 
was notr one of those calls upon a member of the community 
by his fellow-citizens, which he was scarcely justified in reject- 
ing. I therefore put their dis}K)Sition to the proof by one of 
the frankest explanations ever tendered, I slumld think, to an 
electoral body by a candidate. 1 wrote, in reply to the offer, a 
letter for publication, saying that I had no personal wtsh to 
be a member of Parliament, that I thought a candidate ought 
neither to canvass nor to incur any expense, and that I could not 
consent to do cither. I said further, that if elected, I could 
not undertake to give any of my time and labour to their local 
ii^erests. With respect to general politics, I told them without 
reserve, what I thought on a number of important subjects on 
which they had asked my opinion : and one of these being the 
suffrage, \ made known to them, among other things, my con- 
viction (as I was bound to do, since I intended, if elected^ to 
act on it), that women were entitled to representation in Parlia- 
ment, on the same terms with men. It was the first time. 
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doubtless^ that such a d()ctrine had ever been mentioned ta 
English electors ; and the fact that 1 was elected after propos- 
ing it, gave the start to the movement, which has since become 
so vigorous, in favour of women's suffrages Nothing, at the 
time, appeared more unlikely than that a candidate (if candidate 
I could be called) whose professions and conduct set so com- 
pletely at defiance all ordinary notions of electioneering, should 
nevertheless be elected. A well-known literary man was heard 
to say that the Almighty himself would have no chance of being 
elected on such a programme. I strictly adhered to it, ijeither 
spending money nor canvassing, nor did I take any personal 
paft in the election, until about a week preceding the day of 
nominatiofi, when I attended a few public meetings to state my 
principles and give answers to any questions which the electors 
might exercise their just right of putting to me for their own 
guidance ; answers as plain and unreserved as my address. On 
one subject only, my religious opinions, I announced from the 
beginning that I would answer no questions ; a determination 
wliich appeared to be completely aj^proved by those who at- 
tended the meetings. My frankness on all other subjects on 
which I was interrogated, evidently did "me far more good than 
my answers, whatever they might be, did harm. Among the 
proofs I received of this, one is too remarkable not to be 
recorded. In the pamphlet. Thought Parliamentary Refqpn^ , 
I had said, rather bluntly, that the working classes, though 
differing from those of some other countries in being ashamed 
of lying, are yet generally liars. This passage some opponent 
got printed in a placard, which was handed to me at a meeting, 
chiefly composed of the working classes, and I was asked 
whether I had written and published it. I at once answered 
ditt.** Scarcely were these two words out of my mouth, 
when vehement applause resounded through the whole meeting. 
It was evident that the working people were so accustomed to 
expect equivocation and evasion from those who sought their 
suffrages that when they found, instead of that, a direct avowal 
of what was likely to be disagreeable to them, instead of betug 
affronted, they concluded at once that this was a person whom 
they could trust. A more striking instance never came under 
my notice of what, I believe, is the experience of those who 
best know the working classes, that the most essential of all 
recommendations to their favour is that of complete (Straight- 
forwardness ; its presence outweighs in their minds very strong 
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objections^ while no amount of other qualities will make amends 
for its apparent absence. The first working man who spoke 
after the incident I have mentioned (it was Mr. Odger) said 
that the working -classes had no desire not to be told of their 
faults ; they wanted friends, not flatterers, and felt under obli- 
gation to anyone who told them anything in themselves which 
be sincerely believed to require amendment. And to this the 
meeting heartily responded. 

Had I been defeated #n the election, 1 should still have had 
no reason to regret the contact it had brought me into with 
large bodies of my countrymen; which not only gave me 
much new experience, but enabled me to scatter my political 
opinions more widely, and, by making me kno^iti in many 
quarters where I had never before been heard of, increased the 
number of my readers, and the presumable influence of my 
writings. These latter effects were of course produced in 
a still greater degree wh^n, as much to my surprise as to 
that of anyone, I was returned to Parliament by a majority 
of some hundreds over my Conservative competitor. • 

I was a member of tne House during the three sessions 
of the Parliament v^iich passed the Reform Bill; during 
which time Parliament was necessarily my main occupation, 
except during the recess. I was a tolerably frequent speaker, 
sometimes of prepare^ speeches, sojnetinies extemporaneously. 
But my choice of occasions was not such as I should have 
made if my leading object had been Parliamentary influence. 
When I had gained the ear of the House, which 1 did by 
a successful speech on Mr. Gladstone’s Reform Bill, the idea 
I proceeded on was that when anything was likely to be as 
well done, or sufficiently well done, by other people, there 
was no necessity for me to meddle with it. As I, thereTore, in 
general reserved myself for work which no others were likely 
to do, a great proportion of my appearances were on points 
on which the bulk of the Liberal party, even the advanced 
portion of it, either were of a different opinion from mine, 
air were comparatively indifferent. Several of my speeches, 
especially one against the motion for the abolition of capital 
punishment, and another in favour of resuming the right of 
seizing ^enemies’ goods in neutral vessels, were opposed to 
what then was, and probably still is, regarded as the advanced 
Liberal* opinion. My advocacy of women’s suftrage and qf 
Personal Representation were at the time looked ujkjh by 
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many as whims of my own; but the great progress since 
made by those opinions^ and especially the response made 
from almost all parts of the kingdom to the demand for 
women’s suffrage, fully justified the timeliness of those 
movements, and have made what was undertaken as a moral 
and social duty, a personal success. Another duty which 
was particularly incumbent on me as one •of the metropolitan 
members, was the attempt to obtain a Municipal Government 
for the* Metropolis ; but on that subject the indifference of 
the House of Commons was such that I found hardly any 
help or support within its walls. On this subject, however, 
I v^s the organ of an active and intelligent body of persons 
outside, wkh whom, and not with me, the scheme originated, 
and who carried on all the agitation on the subject and drew 
up the Bills. My part was to bring in Bills already prepared, 
and to sustain the discussion of them during the short time 
they were allowed to remain before the House ; after having 
taken an active part in th6 work of a Committee presided 
ovUr"^ by Mr. Ayrton, which sat tl^rough the greater part 
of the session of 1 866, to take evidence on the subject. The 
very different position in which the queslDi'on now stands (1870) 
may justly be attributed to the preparation which went on 
during those years, and which produced but little visible 
effect at the time ; but all questions on «vhich there are strong 
private interests on one side, and only the public good on 
the other, have a similar period of incubation to go throiigh. 

The same idea, that the use of my being in Parliament 
was to do work which others were not able or not willing to 
do, made me think it my duty to come to the front in defence 
of advanced Liberalism on occasions when the obloquy to 
be encountered was such as most of the advanced Liberals 
in the House preferred not to incur. My first vote in the 
House was in support of an amendment in favour of Ireland, 
moved by an Irish member, and for which only five English 
and Scotch votes were given, including my own : the other four 
were Mr. Bright, Mr.^ McLaren, Mr. T. B. Potter, and Mr. 
Hadfield. And the second speech I delivered* was on the 

* The first was in answer to Mr. Lowe’s reply to Mr. Brigjit on the 
Cattle Plague Bill, and was thought at the time to have helped to get 
rid of a provision in the Government measure which would nave given 
to landholders a second indemnity, after they had already been once 
indemnified for the loss of some pf their cattle by the increased selling 
price of the remainder. 
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Bill to prolong the suspension of the Habeas Corpus in Ireland. 
In denouncing, on this occasion, the English mode of govern- 
ing Ireland, I did no more than the general opinion of England 
now admits to haVe been just ; but the anger against Fenianism 
was then in all its freshness; any attack on what Fenians 
attacked was looked upon as an tfpology for them ; and I 
was so unfavourabl3^ received by the House that more than one 
of my friends advised me (and my own judgment agreed with 
the advice) to wflit, belTore speaking again, for the ft.vourable 
opportunity that would be given by the first great debate 
on the Reform Bill. During the silence, many flattered them- 
selves that I had turned oift a failure, and that th^ shoiilA not 
be troubled with me any more. Perhaps their uncompli- 
mentary comments may, by the force of reaction, have helped 
to make my speech on the Reform Bill the success it was. My 
position in the House ^as further improved by a speech 
in which I insisted on the duty of paying off the Natiiyial Debt 
before our coal supplies are exhausted, and by an ironical reply 
to some of the Tory leai^irs who had quoted against me certain 
passages of my writings, andT called me to account for others, 
especially for one in my Consider atioTn: on Representative Govern- 
mentj which said that the Conservative qiarty was, by the law of 
its composition, the stupidest party. They gained nothing by 
drawing attention lb the passage, which up to that time 
had not excited any notice, but the sobriquet of ^Hhe stupid 
party*” stuck to them for a considerable time afterwards. 
Having now no longer any apprehension of not being listened 
to, I confined myself, as I have since thought too much, to 
occasions on which my services seemed specially needed, 
and abstained more than enough from speaking on the great 
party questions. With the excejition of Irish questions, and 
those which concerned the working classes, a single speech 
on Mr. Disraeli’s Reform Bill was nearly all that I contributed 
to the great decisive debates of the last two of my three 
sessions. • 

I have, however, much satisfaction® in looking back to the 
part I took on the two classes of subjects just mentioned. 
With ^regard to the working classes, the chief topic of my 
speech on Mr, Gladstone’s Reform Bill was the asjsertion of 
their claims to the suffrage. A little later, after the resigna- 
tion flf Lord Russell's Ministry and the succession of a Tory 
Government, came the attempt of the working classes to hold a 
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meeting in Hyde Park, their exclusion by the police, and the 
breaking down of the park railing by the crowd. Though Mr. 
Beales and the leaders of the working men had retired under 
protest when this took place, a scuffle ensued in which many 
innocent persons were maltreated by the police, and the 
exasperation of the workifig men was extreme. They showed 
a determination to make another attempt aft a meeting in the 
Park, to which many of them would probably have come 
. armed ; the Government made military pre^rations to resist 
the attempt, and something very serious seemed impending. 
At this crisis I really believe that I was the means of preventing 
muclf mischief. I had in my place in Parliament taken the 
side of the Vorking men, and strongly censured the conduct 
of the Government. I was invited, with several other Radical 
members, to a conference with the leading members of the 
Council of the Reform l.eague; and ,the task fell chiefly upon 
myself, of persuading them to give up the Hyde Park project, 
and hold their meeting elsewhere. It was not Mr. Beales and 
Colcbel Dickson who needed persuading; on the contrary, it 
was evident that these gentleman li«ad already exerted their 
influence in thp same direction, thus far without success. It 
was the working men who held out, and so bent were they on 
their original scheme, that I was obliged to have recourse to 
let grands mo^ens. I told them that a proceeding which would 
certainly produce a collision with the military, could only be 
justiflable on two conditions : if the position of affairs had 
become such that a revolution was desirable, and if they thought 
themselves able to accomplish one. lb this argument, after 
considerable discussion, they at last yielded : and I was able to 
inform Mr. Walpole that their intention was given up. I shall 
never forget the depth of his relief or the warmth of his 
expressions of gratitude. After the working men had conceded 
so much to me, I felt bound to comply with their request that 
I would attend and speak at their meeting at the Agricultural 
Halt ; the only meeting called by the Reform League which I 
ever attended. I had akw^ays declined being a member of the*’' 
League, on the avowed ground that I did not agree in its 
programme of manhood suffrage and the ballot : froq^ ,the 
ballot I dissented entirely ; and I could not consent to hoist 
the flag of manhood suffrage, even on the assurance that the 
exclusion of women was., not intended to be implied ; siibce ii 
one goes beyond what can be immediately carried, and 
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professes to take one's stand on a principle, one should go the 
whole length of the principle. 1 have entered thus particularly 
into this matter ^because my conduct on this occasion gave 
great displeasure to the Tory and Tory-Liberal press, who 
have charged me ever since with having shown myself, in the 
trials of public lif^ intemperate and passionate. I do not 
know what they expected from me ; but they had reason to be 
thankful to me if they^knew from what 1 had, in ajj proba- 
bility, preserved them. And I do not believe it could have 
been *done at that particular juncture, by anyone else. No 
other person, I believe, had at that moment the necessary 
influence for restraining the working classes, •Kcept Mr. 
Gladstone and Mr. Bright, neither of whom was available : 
Mr. Gladstone for obvious reasons ; Mr. Bright because he was 
out of town. 

When, some time later, ^he Tory Government brought in a 
Bill to prevent public meetings in the Parks, 1 not onfy spoke 
strongly in opposition to it, but formed one of a number, of 
advanced Liberals who, tided* by the very late period of the 
session, succeeded in defeating the Bill by what is called talking 
it out. It has not since been renewed. • 

On Irish affairs also I felt bound to take a decided part. 
I was one of the foiymost in the deputation of members of 
Parliament who prevailed on Lord Derby to spare the life of 
the condemned Fenian insurgent. General Burke. The Church 
question was so vigorously handled by the leaders of the party, 
in the session of 1 as to require no more from me than an 
emphatic adhesion : but the laud question was by no means 
in so advanced a position : the superstitions of landlordism 
had up to that time been little challenged, especially in 
Parliament, and the backward state of the question, so far as 
concerned the Parliamentary mind, was evidenced by the 
extremely mild measure brought in by Lord RusselPs Govern- 
ment in 1866, which nevertheless could not be carried, 
that Bill I delivered one of my most careful speeches, in which 
lattempted to lay down some of the pfinciples of the subject, 
in a manner calculated less to stimulate friends than to con- 
ciliatft tad convince opponents. The engrossing subject of 
Parliamentary Reform prevented either this Bill, or one of a 
similar^ character brought in by Lord Derby's (government, 
from being carried through. They never got beyond the 
second reading. Meanwhile the signs of Irish disaffection had 
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become much more decided ; the demand for complete separa- 
tion between the two countries had assumed a menacing aspect, 
and there were few who did not feel that df there was still 
any chance of reconciling Ireland to the British connection, it 
could only be by the adoj)tion of much more thorough reforms 
in the territorial and social relations of t^e country than had 
yet been contemplated. The time seemed to me to have come 
when iV would be useful to speak out my ^whole mind ; and 
the result was my pamphlet England and Ireland, which was 
written in the winter of 1867, and published shortly before 
the c commencement of the session of 1868 . The leading 
features of « the pam])hlet were, on the one hand, an argument 
to show the undesirablcness, for Ireland as well as for England, 
of separation between the countries, and on the other, a 
proposal for settling the land question by giving to the exist- 
ing tenants a p(‘rmanent temirtf at a fixed rent, to be 
assesseeP after due inquiry by the State. 

The pamphlet was not popular, cxccj>t in Ireland, as I did 
not expect it to be. But if no mea'sure short of that which 
I proposed would do full justice to Irelaml, or afford a prospect 
of conciliating the mass of the Irish people, the duty of pro- 
posing it was imperative ; while if, on the other hand, there 
was any intermediate course which had a^, claim to a trial, I well 
knew that to propose something which would be called ex- 
treme, was the true way not to impede but to facilitate a more 
moderate expernnent. It is most improbable that a measure 
conceding so much to the tenantry as Mr. Gladstone's Irish 
Land Bill would have been proposed by a Government, or 
could have been carried through rarliainent, imleSvS the British 
public kad been led to perceive that a case might be made, and 
perhaps a party formed, for a measure considerably stronger. 
It is the character of the British people, or at least of the 
higher and middle classes who pass muster for the British 
pepple, that to induce them to approve of any change, it is 
necessary that they should look upon it as a middle coursg^; 
they think every proposal extreme and violent unless they hear 
of some other projwsal going still farther, upon which their 
antipathy to extreme views may discharge itself. So itPprt)ved 
in the present instance ; my proposal was condemned, but any 
scheme for Irish Land reform short of mine came^to be 
tliought moderate by comparison. 1 may observe that the 
attacks made on my plan usually gave a very incorrect idea of 
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its nature. It was usually discussed as a proposal that the 
State should buy up the land and become the universal land- 
lord ; though in fi).ct it only oflered to each individual landlord 
this as an alternative, if he liked better to sell his estate than 
to retain it on the new conditions ; aijti I fully anticipated that 
most landlords would continue to prefer the position of land- 
owners to that of Government annuitants, and would retain 
their existing region tg their tenants, often on more indulgent 
terms than the full rents on which the compensation to be 
gived them by Government would have been based. This and 
many other explanations I gave in a speech on Ireland, the 
debate on Mr. Maguire’s resolution, early in th® session of 
1868. A corrected report of this sj)eech, together with my 
speech on Mr. Fortesciie’s Bill, has been published (not by me, 
but with my permission) in Ireland. 

Another public duty, of •a most serious kind, it was my lot to 
have to perform, both in and oi^t of Parliament, duriftg these 
years, A disturbance in Jamaica, provoked in the first instance 
by injustice, and cxaggerate^jl by rage and panic into a pre- 
meditated rebellion, had been the motive or excuse for taking 
hundreds of innocent lives by milibiry violence,* or by sentence 
of what were called courts-martial, continuing for weeks after 
the brief disturbance had been put down ; with many added 
aftocities of destruction of property, flogging women as well as 
men, And a general display of the brutal recklessness which 
usually prevails when fire and sword are let loose. The per- 
petrators of those deeds were defended and applauded in England 
by the same kind of people who had so long upheld negro 
slavery ; and it seemed at first as if the British nation was 
about to incur the disgrace of letting pass, withouii even a 
protest, excesses of authority as revolting as any of those for 
which, when perpetrated by the instruments of other Govern- 
ments, Englishmen can hardly find terms sufficient to express 
their abhorrence. After a short time, however, an indignant 
feeling was roused : a voluntary Association formed itself under 
tSe name of the Jamaica Committee, fo take such deliberation 
and action as the case might admit of, and adhesions poured in 
from illl parts of the country. I was abroad at the time, but I 
sent in my name to the Committee as soon as I heard* of it, and 
took ^n active part in the proceedings from the time of my 
return. There was much more at stake than only justice to 
the negroes, imperative as was that consideration. The ques^ 
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tion was, whether the British dependencies, and eventually, 
perhaps. Great Britain itself, were to be under the government 
of law or of military licence ; whether the* lives and persons 
of British subjects arc to be at the mercy of any two or three 
officers, however raw atiij. inexperienced or reckless and brutal, 
whom a panic-stricken Governor, or oth^r functionary, may 
assume the right to constitute into a so-called court-martial. 
This question could only be decide^ by pn appeal to the 
tribunals ; and such an appeal the Committee determined to 
make. Their determination led to a change in the chairman- 
ship of the Committee, as the chairman, Mr, Charles Buxton, 
thought it«.not unjust indeed, but inexpedient, to prosecute 
Governor Eyre and his principal subordinates in a criminal 
court: but a numerously attended general meeting of the 
Association having decided this point against him, Mr. Buxton 
withdrew from the Committee, thofigh continuing to work in 
the caifte, and I was, quitcr unex})ecledly on nny own part, 
proposed and elected chairman. It became, in consequence, 
my duty to represent the Committee fti the House of Commons, 
sometimes by putting questions to the (iovcrmnent, sometimes 
as the recii)ient of questions, more or less provocative, ad- 
dressed by individual members to myself; but especially as 
speaker in the important debate originated in the session of 
1866 by Mr. Buxton : and the speech I then delivered is tifat 
which I should probably select as the best of my speeches in 
Parliament.* For more than two years we carried on the com- 
bat, trying every avenue legally open to us, to the Courts of 
Criminal Justice. A bench of magistrates in one of the most 
Tory counties in England dismissed our case : we were more 
successifAl before the magistrates at Bow Street ; which gave an 
opportunity to the Lord Chief Justice of the Queen s Bench, 
Sir Alexander Cockburn, for delivering his celebrated .charge, 
which settled the law of the question in favour of liberty, as 
far^as it is in the power of a judge's charge to settle it. There, 
however, our success ended, for the Old Bailey Grand 
by throwing out our Bfll prevented the case from coming xo 
trial. It was clear that to bring English functionaries to the 

« if 

* Among the most active members of the Committee were Mr. P. A. 
Taylor, m.p., always faithful and energetic in every assertion of the 
principles of liberty; Mr, Goldwin Smith, Mr. Frederic Harristn, Mr. 

Mr. Chamerovzow, Mr. Shaen, and Mr. Chesson, the Honorary 
Secretary of the Association. 
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bar of a criminal court for abuses of power committed against 
negroes and mulattoes was not a pr ^uJar proceeding with the 
English middle oiasses. We had, ho.»fever, redeemed, so far as 
lay in us, the character of our country, by showing that there 
was at any rate a body of persons determined to use all the 
means which the h^w afforded to obtain justice for the injured. 
We had elicited from the highest criminal judge in the nation 
an authoritative deolariiti on that the Jaw was what main-^ 
tain^d it to be ; and we had given an emphatic warning to 
those who might be tempted to similar guilt hereafter, that, 
though they might escape -the actual sentence of a criminal 
tribunal, they were not safe against being put to ^me trouble 
and expense in order to avoid it. Colonial governors and other 
persons in authority will have a considerable motive to stop 
short of such extremities in fiiture. 

As a matter of curiosity I kept some specimens of the 
abusive letters, almost all of tliem anonymous, which P received 
while these proceedings were going on. They are evidebee of 
the sympathy felt with the brutalities in Jamaica by the brutal 
part of the population at home, 'fbey graduated from coarse 
jokes, verbal and pictorial, up to threats, of assaSsination. 

Among other matters of imporbince in which 1 took an 
agtlve part, but whiqji excited little interest in the public, two 
deserve particular mention. I joined with several other inde- 
pendent Liberals in defeating an Extradition Bill introduced at 
the veiy end of the session of and by which, though 

surrender avowedly for political offences was not authorized, 
political refugees, if charged by a foreign (jovernment with 
acts which are necessarily incident to all attempts at insurrec- 
tion, would have been surrendered to be dealt wiA by the 
criminal courts of the Government against which they had 
rebelled : thus making the British Government an accomplice 
in the vengeance of foreign despotisms. The defeat of this 
proposal led to the appointment of a Select Committees (in 
I was included), to examine and report on the whole 
subject of Extradition Treaties ; and the result was, that in the 
Extradition Act which pfissed through Parliament after I had 
ceafccS to be a member, opportunity is given to anyone whose 
extradition is demanded, of being heard before ah English 
court;^ of justice to prove that tlie offence with wliich he is 
charged, is really political. The cause of European freedom 
has thus been saved from a serious misfortune, and our own 
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country fi-om a great iniquity. The other subject to be men- 
tioned is the fight kept up by a body of advanced Liberals in 
the session of 1868^ on the Bribeiy Bill of Mr. Disraeli’s 
Government in which I took a very active part. I had taken 
counsel with several of those who had applied their minds most 
carefully to the details of the subject — MfT. W. D. Christie, 
Serjeant Pulling, Mr. Chadwick — as well as bestowed much 
thought fOf my own, for the purpose of franring such amend- 
ment and additional clauses as might make the Bill Really 
effective against the numerous modes of corruption, direct and 
indiipect, which might otherwise, as there was much reason to 
fear, be increased instead of diminished by the Reform Act. 
We also aimed at engrafting on the Bill, measures for diminish- 
ing the mischievous burden of what are called the legitimate 
expenses of elections. Among our many amendments, was 
that of Mr. Fawcett for making the returning officer s expenses 
a charge^ on the rates, instead of on the candidates ; another 
W'as'*the prohibition of paid canvassers, and the limitation of 
paid agents to one for each candidate ; a third was the exten- 
sion of the precautions and penalties*’ against bribery, to 
municipal elections, which are well known to be not only a 
preparatory school for bribery at Parliamentary elections, but 
an habitual cover for it. The Conservati^^e Government, how- 
ever, when once they had carried the leading provision of their 
Bill (for which 1 voted and spoke), the transfer of the jurisdic- 
tion in elections from the House of Commons to the Judges, 
made a determined resistance to all other improvements ; and 
aftei* one of the most important proposals, that of Mr. Fawcett, 
had actually obtained a majority, they summoned the strength 
of their*»party and threw out the clause in a subsequent stage. 
The Liberal parcy in the House was greatly dishonoured by the 
conduct of many of its members in giving no help whatever to 
this attempt to secure the necessary conditions of an honest 
representation of the people. With their large minority in the 
House they could havejearried all the amendments, or bettgi; 
ones if they had better to propose. But it was late in the 
session ; members were eager to set about their preparations 
for the impending General Election : and while some (shell as 
Sir Robeft Anstruther) honourably remained at their post, 
though rival candidates were already canvassing their ({pnsti- 
tuency, a much greater number placed their electioneering 
interests before their public duty. Many Liberals also looked 
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with indifference on legislation against bribery, thinking that it 
merely diverted public interest from the Ballot, which they 
considered — very mistakenly, as I expect it will turn out — to 
be a sufficient, and the only, remedy. From these causes our 
fight, though kept up with great vigqjir for several nights, was 
wholly unsuccessfuL and the practices which we sought to 
render more difficult, prevailed more widely than ever in the 
first General Election h^ld under the new electoral law. 

In^ the general debates on Mr. Disraeli’s Reform *Bill, my * 
participation was limited to the one speech already mentioned ; 
but I made the Bill an occasion for bringing the two grejitest 
improvements which remain to be made in Representative 
Government, formally before the House and the nation. One 
of them was Personal or, as it is called with equal propriety, 
Proportional Representation. I brought this under the con- 
sideration of the House, \>y an expository and argumentative 
speech on Mr. Hare’s plan ; and subsequently I was %ctive in 
support of the very imperfect substitute for that plan which, 
in a small number of coifetitu^ncies, J^arliament was induced to 
adopt. This poor miikeshift had scarcely any recommendation, 
except that it was a partial recognition of the evil which it did 
so little to remedy. As such, however, it was attacked by the 
sajne fallacies, and ijpquired to be defended on the same prin- 
ciples, as a really good measure; and its adoption in a few 
Parliamentary elections, as well as the subsequent introduction 
of what is called the Cumulative Vote in the elections for the 
London School Board, have had the good effect of converting 
the equal claim of all electors to a proportional share in the 
representation, from a subject of merely speculative discussion 
into a question of practical politics, much sooner th^i would 
otherwise have been the case. 

This assertion of my opinions on Personal Representation 
cannot be credited with any considerable or visible amount of 
practical result. It was otherwise with the other motion which 
4^made in the form of an amendment to the Reform Bill, and 
wiiich was by far the most important,* perhaps the only really 
important, public service 1 performed in the capacity of a 
mefhtlSer of Parliament : a motion to strike out the words which 
were understood to limit the electoral franchise to males, and 
therqjby to admit to the suffrage all women who, as house- 
holders or otherwise, possessed the qualification required of 
male electors. For women not to make their claim to the 
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suffrage^ at the time when the elective franchise was being 
largely extended^ would have been to abjure the claim 
altogether; and a movement on the subject was begun in 1866, 
when I presented a petition for tlie suffrage, signed by a con- 
siderable number of distinguished women. But it was as yet 
uncei1:ain whether the pro}x>sal would obtain more than a few 
stray votes in the House : and when, after a debate in which 
the speakers on the contrary side conspicuous by their 

feebleness, the votes recorded in favour of the motion amounted 
to 73 — made up by pairs and tellers to above 80 — the surprise 
was general, and the encouragement great: the greater, too, 
because ona^ of those who voted for the motion was Mr. Bright, 
a fact which could only be attributed to the impression made on 
him by the debate, as he had previously made no secret of his 
non-concurrence in the proposal. ♦ * * ♦ 

1 believe I have mentioned all tluA, is worth remembering of 
my procledings in the House.f But their enumeration, even if 
complete, would give but an inadequate idea of my occupations 
during that period, and es})ecially of fhc time taken up by cor- 
respondence. For many years before my election to Parlia- 
ment, I hiid been continually receiving letters from strangers, 
mostly addressed to me as a writer on philosophy, and either 
propounding difficulties or communicating; thoughts on subjects 
connected with logic or political economy. In common, I 
suppose, with all who are known as political economists, Pwas a 
recipient of all the shallow theories and absurd proposals by 
which people are per})etually endeavouring to show the way 
to universal wealth and happiness by some artful reorganization 
of the currency. When there were signs of sufficient intelli- 
gence i», the writers to make it worth while attempting to put 
them right, I took the trouble to point out their errors, until 
the growth of my correspondence made it necessary to dismiss 
'such persons with very brief answers. Many, however, of the 
cOi^munications I received were more worthy of attention than 
these, and in some, oversights of detail were pointed out in tgf 
writings, which I was thus enabled to correct. Correspondence 
of this sort naturally multiplied with the multiplication of the 
subjects on which I wrote, especially those of a metaph 3 r%ical 
character.- Bui when 1 became a member of Parliament, I 
began to receive letters on private grievances and on »eveiy 
imaginable subject that related to any kind of public affairs, 
however remote from my knowledge or pursuits. It was not 
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my constituents in Westminster who laid this burden on me: 
they kept with remarkable fidelity to tJie understanding on 
which I had consented to serve. 1 received, indeed, now and 
then an application from some ingenuous youth to procure for 
him a small Govemment appointment ; but these were few, and 
how simple and ignorant the writersT w ere was shown by the 
fact that the applications came in about equally whichever party 
was in power. IV^ invariable answer was, that it was contrary 
to the principles on which I was elected to ask favoAs of any * 
GoveVnment. But, on the whole, hardly any part of the 
country gave me less trouble_ than my own constituents. The 
general mass of correspondence, however, swelled int<f an 
oppressive burden. * * ♦ ♦ ♦ 

While I remained in Parliamgiit my work as an aufkhor was 
unavoidably limited to the recess. During that lime I ;jvrote 
(besides the pamphlet ®n Ij’elaiid, already mentioned) the 
Essay on Plato, published in the Edinburgh Remtw, and re- 
printed in the third volume of Dissert, aitoms and Discussions ; and 
the address which, conformably to custom, 1 delivered to the 
University of St. Andrews, whose students had done me the 
h&iour of electing mS to the ollice of Rector. In this Discourse 
I gave expression to many thoughts and opinions which had 
been accumulating in me tlirougli life, rcsjiecting the various 
studies which belong to a liberal education, their uses and 
influences, and the mode in which they should be pursued to 
render their influences most beneficial. The position taken up, 
vindicating the high educational value alike of the old classic 
and the new scientific studies, on even stronger grounds than 
are urged by most of their advocates, and insisting that it is 
only the stupid inefficiency of the usual teaching which makes 
tiilose studies be regarded as competitors instead of allies, was, 

1 think, calculated, not only to aid and stimulate the impibve- 
ment which has happily commenced iif the national institutions 
for higher education, but to diffuse juster ideas than we often 
Snd| even in highly educated men, on the conditions of the 
highest mental cultivation. 

During this period also I commenced (and completed soon 
after* 1 had left Parliament) the performance of a duty to 
philosophy and to the memory of my father, by preparing and 
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publishing an edition of the Analysis of the Phenomena of the 
Human Mmd, with notes bringing up tlie doctrines of that 
admirable book to the latest improvementsiin science and in 
speculation. This was a joint undertaking ; the psychological 
notes being furnished ir^ about equal proportions by Mr. Bain 
and myself, while Mr. Grote supplied some valuable contribu- 
tiona on points in the history of philosoph}? incidentally raised, 
and Dr. Andrew Findlater supplied the^ deficiencies in the book 
which Had been occasioned by the imperfect philological 
knowledge of the time when it was written. Having *been 
originally published at a time when the current of metaphysical 
speculation «ran in a quite opposite direction to the psychology 
of Experience and Association, the Analysis had not obtained 
the amount of immediate success which it desei*ved, though it 
had made a deep impression on many individual minds, and had 
largely contributed, through those lAinds, to create that more 
favourabife atmosphere for the. Association Psychology of which 
we ngw have the benefit. Admirably adapted for a class-book 
of the Experience Metaphysics, it; onl}^ required to be enriched, 
and in some cases corrected, by the rasults of more recent 
labours in the same school of thought, to stand, as it now does, 
in company with Mr, Bain’s treatises, at the head of the 
systematic works on Analytic Psychology. 

In the autumn of 1868 the Parliament which passed t^e 
Reform Act was dissolved, and at the new election for West- 
minster I was thrown out ; not to my surprise, nor, I believe, to 
that of my principal supporters, though in the few days 
preceding the election they had become more sanguine than 
before. That I should not have been elected at all would not 
have reqjiired any explanation ; what excites curiosity is that I 
should have been elected the first time, or, having been elected 
then, should have been defeated afterwards. But the efforts 
made to defeat me were far greater on the second occasion than 
on the first. For one thing, the Tory Government was now 
struggling for existence, and success in any contest was of mojjj^ 
importance to them. Then, too, all persons of Tory feelings 
were far more embittered against me individually than on the 
previous occasion ; many who had at first been either favohrftble 
or indifferent, were vehemently opposed to my re-election. As 
I had shown in my political writings that I was aware qjf the 
weak points in democratic opinions, some Conservatives, it 
seems, had not been without hopes of finding me an opponent 
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of democracy : as I was able to see the Conservative side of the 
question, they presumed that^ like them, I could not see any 
other side. Yet if they had really read my writings, they would 
have known that after giving full weight to all that appeared to 
me well grounded in the arguments against democracy, 1 un- 
hesitatingly decided in its favour, wlnle recommending that it 
should be accompanied by such institutions as were consistent 
with its principle ^nd calculated to ward off its inconveniences : 
one of the chief of these remedies being Proportional Repre- ■■ 
senta\ion, on which scarcely any of the Conservatives gave me 
any support. Some Tory expectations appear to have been 
founded on the apyirobation I had expressed of p^iral voting, 
under certain conditions : and it has been surmised that the 
suggestion of this sort made in one of the resolutions wdiich Mr. 
Disraeli introduced into the House preparatory to his Reform 
Bill (a suggestion which, 'meeting with no favour, he did not 
press), may have been occasioned by what 1 had writtefi on the 
point : but if so, it was forgotten that I had made it an eiqjress 
condition that the privilege pf a plurality of votes should be 
annexed to education, not to property, and even so, had 
approved of it only on the supposition, of universal suffrage. 
How utterly inadmissible such plural voting would be under the 
suffrage given by the present Reform Act, is proved, to any 
wRo could otherwise doubt it, by the very small weight which 
the working classes are found to possess in elections, even under 
the law which gives no more votes to any one elector than to 
any other. 

While I thus was for more obnoxious to the Tory interest, 
and to many Conservative Liberals, than I had formerly been, 
the course I pursued in Parliament had by no means Ijpen such 
as to make Liberals generally at all enthusiastic in my suy^port. 
It has already been mentioned how large a projwrtion of my 
prominent appearances had been on questions on which I 
differed from most of the Liberal party, or about which they 
cared little, and how few occasions there had been on which* the 
Ime 1 took was such as could lead fhem to attach any great 
value to me as an organ of their opinions. I had, moreover, 
dorm •things which had excited, in many minds, a personal 
prejudice against me. Many were offended by what they 
called the persecution of Mr. Eyre ; and still greater offence 
Was taken at my sending a subscription to the election expenses 
of Mr. Bradlaugh, Having refused to be at any expense for 
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my own election, and having had all its expenses dcjfrayed by 
others, I felt under a peculiar obligation to subscribe in my 
turn where funds were deficient for candidates whose election 
was desirable. I accordingly sent subscriptions to nearly all the 
working class candidates, and among others to Mn Bradlaugh. 
He had the support of the working chtsses ; having heard him 
s|>eak, I knew him to be a man of ability^ and he had proved 
that he was the reverse of a demagogue, by placing himself in 
strong €^)position to the prevailing opinion of the democratic 
party on two such important subjects as Malthusianisrf and 
Personal Representation. Men of this sort, who, while sharing 
the democratic feelings of the working classes, judged political 
questions ^r themselves, and had courage to assert their indi- 
vidual convictions against popular opposition, were needed, as 
it seemed to me, in Parliament, and I did not think that Mr. 
Bradlaugh’ s anti-religious opinions (vjven though he had been 
intemp4;fate in the expression of them) ought to exclude him. 
In subscribing, however, to his election, I did what would have 
been highly imprudent if I had betgn at liberty to consider 
only the interests of my own re-electiqn ; and, as might be 
expected, the ^utmost possible use, both fair and unfair, was 
made of this act of mine to stir up the electors of Westminster 
against me. To tliese various causes, combined with an un- 
scrupulous use of the xisual pecuniary anK other influences 1)n 
the side of my Tory competitor, while none were fised on my 
side, it is to be ascribed that I failed at my second election after 
having succeeded at the first. No sooner was the result of the 
election known than 1 received three or four invitations to be- 
come a candidate for other constituencies, chiefly counties ; but 
even if success could have been expected, and this without 
expense,^ I was not disposed to deny myself the relief of 
returning to private life. 1 had no cause to feel humiliated at 
my rejection by the electors ; and if 1 had, the feeling would 
have been far outweighed by the numerous expressions of regret 
whteh I received from all sorts of persons and places, and in a 
most marked degree frem those members of the Liberal pafl^ 
in Parliament with whom 1 had been accustomed to act. 

Since that time little has occurred which there is need to 
commemomte in this place, I returned to my old pursuits and 
to the enjoyment of a country life in the south of Europe, 
alternating twice a year with a residence of some few we&s or 
months in the neighbourhood of London, I have written 
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various articles in periodicals (chiefly in my friend Mr. Morley's 
Fortnightly Ilevieiv), have made a small number of speeches on 
public occasions^ ihave published the Subjection of Women, 
written some years before, with some additions * * 

♦ * and have commenced Jbhe preparation of matter 

for future books, of which it will be time to speak more particu- 
larly if 1 live to finish them. Here therefore, for the present, 
this memoir may (jlose. ^ 
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Analysis of the Mind, by Janies Mill, 
prepared and published, 40; dis- 
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bated between Roebuck and the 
Author, 86 
% 

Oairnes, Professor, hid admirable 
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events in, 123 
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Church Question, 104 ; James J^ill 
on the, 61 ; Maurice on the, 88 ; 
settled in Iceland, 167 
Cicero, 6 

Civilization, essay on, 116 ; tsome^ 
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Co-operative Societies, socialistic ex- 
periments, 134 
Corporations, 104 

tJorrespondcnce, 136, 174 ; with 
Comte, 121 ^ 

Comipter-gcncral, 61 
Coulson, Waltei, 50, 67 
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Cynical element in James mill, 27 
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Democracy, of James Mill, 14, 61 ; 
of the Author, 98, 110, 132, 146, 
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Imagination, cultivation of the, 28, 
6#, 82 

India, JameS Mill’s History of, 3, 
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opinions, and services, 27, 58, 
90, 116-18 ; hia mode of educating 
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vourite book during childhood, 5 
^ebuck, John Arthur, the Author’s 
^ith, 47 ; writes for the 
Meview, 65 ; a member 
of the second Utilitarian Society, 

; a founder of the Debating 
Society, 70-3 ; his discussion with 
the Author on poetry and the 
emotions, 86 ; his services in Par- 
liament, 111 

Rollins’s AnderU History, 4 
Roman llistory, early studies in, 4, 7 
Romilly, Lord, 44, 59, 67, 72-3, 111 
Russell, Lord, Government of, 165, 
167 


Rutty’s History of the Quakers, 5 


Sabfiean^Theory, 23 
St. Loup, 3% 

St Pons, 82 
Saint-^mon, 84, 04 
St Slmonian school, 93, 142 


Sartor JUsartus, Carlyle’s best work, 
100 

Say, M., the Author’s visits to, 34 
Schiller, 89 | 

Science, method of, 91. iSle Logic 
Scott, Sir Walter, 10, 76, 85 
Sectarianism, 65 

Sedgwick’s Discourse, criticized, 115 
Sentimentality, 63 
Sewell’s History of the 
Shakespeare, 9 
Shee,‘ Sergeant, 73 
Shelley, 107 ^ • 

Sicily visited, 143 
Slavery quarrel in America, 162 
Smith, Adam, 16 
Socialism, 93, 132, 147 
Social Science, Comte on, IfjW 
Societies, Co-operative, 134 
Society, Continental, 33, 101, 130; 
Debating, 71 ; Englisli, 130, 136 ; 
Owenian, 70; Utilitarian, 46 
Socrates, 3, 12, 27,* 65 
Socratici viri, 27 
Southern, Mr. Henry, 54, 74 
Southey’s Book of the Church, 55 
Speeches in Parliament, 164-6, 167- 
70, 173 

Spenser’s FairU Questic, 9 
Spirit of the Age, the Author’s 
articles on the, 99 

Stanley, Lord, offers the Author a 
seat oil the Indian Couniil, 143 ^ 

'Statistics, method of, 120 
Sterling, John, joins the Debating 
Society, 73 ; his friendship with 
the Author, tine qualities, and 
early death, 88; writes for xhe 
Westminster Review, 118 
Stewart, Dugald, 40, 103 
Stoicism of James Mill, 27 
Strutt (Lord Belper), 59, 67, 
111 

Stuart, Sir John and Lady Jane, 2 
Stupidity of the Conservatives, 166 
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' Subjectwn of Womon, the Author’s 
.work on the, 140, 155, 179 
Suez Canal, opposed by Lord Palmer- 
ston, .150 

Suffra«^ extension of the, to the 
working classes, 165 ; claimed by 
the Author for Women, 174 
Sundays, how passed, 48 
Surrey Hills', Mr. Bcntham’e house 

in 

^iSmfflRrod visited, 48 
Syllogism, true theory of the, first 
ex^ained by the Author, 103 


Tail's Magazine^ articles in, 104 
Taylor, Mr., 106, 131 
Taylor, Miss, 131, 144, 161 
Telling sentences, 73 
TempcHuce, James Mill on, 27 , 

Theory, incorrect definition of, 18 
Thirlwall, Bishop, the best speaker 
ever heard by the Author, 71 
Thirty -nine Articles, 88 
Thompson, General, and the West- 
mirUter JRevieWf 74, 114 
Thompson, Mr. William, 71 
Thomson, Charles Poulett (Lord 
Sydenham), 72 

Thomson, Dr., his Chemistry t useful 
to the Author, 10, 92 
Thomson’s fFinter, 9 
Thieadneedle Street, Mr, Grote's 
house in, fi8 

^ Toomievifte, M. de, the Author’s 
obligations to his Democracy in 
America^ llO 
Tooke,Mr., 67 

ToQke, W ill iam Ey ton, intimacy with, 
46, 66, 69, 87 

Tories, 123, 165, 176; mistake the 
Autlior's views, 177 ; stupidity of 
the, 166 

Torrens, C^^onel, 60 
Toulouse, 32 

written by the Author 
i%en a child, 9 


Traiti de lAgUlaiion, Du'monPs 
redaction of, from Bentham, of 
gi'eat use to the Author, 37 
Traveller ne)|f8paper, the, contains 
the Author^s first published 
writings, 61 

Turgot's lAfCy by Condorcet, 66 
Tweeddale, AUrquis of, 2 
Tyrol vi8itoi,r48 

UnbeliGvers,C6 i 

Utilitarians, source of the word, 79 ; 
Society of, 46, 68; opinions of| 
116 

Values, International, the Author’s 
theories of, 69 

Village Community, of Warrenites, 
147 

Villiers, Hyde, Cliarlea and George, 
44, 71-3 

*Volt4irc, 32, 67, 117 
Vote, Cifthulative, in School Board 
elections, 173 

Wakefield^ 124 * 

Wallace, Mr., 11 / 

Walpole, Mr., 166 
Warburton, 111 
Warren, Mr., 147 
Watson’s Philip the Second. ^ 4, 8 
Wealth, Production and Distribution 
of, 141 

Weber's Obermif 83 
Westminster JievieWj 62, 74, 114, 
126, 166-9 

Whately, Archbishop, Logie of, 69, 
103, 128 

Whewell’s Inductive Sdencee, JL19, 
128-9 

Whig-party, exposure of, by James 
Mul, 64; swamp Fji^icals, 
113 ; will not fegii^te against 
corrupt practices, 172 
Wilberforce, Bishop, 72 ^ 

WickMci assamed^signatare of, 60 
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Wifei the Authoi'e, hrst marriage of, 
107, 181 j second marriage of, 137 ; 
rare and noble qualities of, 107 ; 
value of her ii'iendsldp and assis- 
tance, 108, 138 ; her death an 
inexpressible loss, 138, 144 
Will, true theory of the, 97 
Women, disabilities of^09, 96, 174, 
Subjection I * 

♦ Wordsworth, peculiajinfluencc of 
his poetry on the Ad|^or, and con- 


sequent discussion with Boebnck 
* 84-6 

Working classes, 141, 165 

Xenophon, 3, 7 ; value I of his 
MeTnorabiUBL to the Author, 27 

Youthful propagandism, 45, 59 

Zoology, lectures of M. Proveufal 
on, S3 
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